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interest to cause the United States mails to be earried from | 


New York to Liverpool by other than contract steamers 
whenever the regular contract mail steamers have not been 


| 


timates as will, in my opinion, place the service upona 
footing of regularity and efficiency at least equal to that ob- 
tained under the original contract with the Ocean Steam 


in place to perform the service at the proper time ; and for |) Navigation Company, which expired in June, 1857. To ac- 


such service the parties performing it have agreed to receive, | 


complish this purpose, it will be necessary to place at the 


as full compensation, the amounts of sea postage on the || disposal of the Department, for the year ending June 30, 
mails transported by them respectively. Temporary service") 1859, a sum equal to the compensation formerly paid ander 


of this kind has frequently been employed, as I shall show 
more particularly in another place, to carry the mails which 
should have been taken on their regular sailing days by the 
Collins steamers ; and, as the service on that line seems to 
be entirely suspended, [ deem it my duty to ask that pro- 
yision be made out of the appropriation granted by the act 
of Mareh 3, 1857,(Statutes, third session Thirty- Fourth Con- 
gress, page 248,) for the “ transportation of the mails from 


New York to Liverpool, and back,” for defraying, out of | 


the Treasury, the expenses alreadyincurred, as well as 
those which will be incurred in keeping up on our part, 


during the current fiscal year, regular post intercourse be- | 


| 
| 
} 


tween New York and Liverpool. 


These expenses, thus 
far, amount to $16,757 70, to wit: 


Steamer Alps, from New York, April 11, 1857.. 
Steamer Edinburgh, from New York, February 
+ 2... rae a ar 
Steamer New York, from New York, March 13, 
1858... 00 sees bowceeSettncavotecses odes @ eeus 
Steamer City of Baltimore, fron. New York, April 
10, 1858....++. 


$4,642 40 
3,183 32 
3,057 24 
3,134 23 


Ht eee ee eee e tweens 





Amount ascertained............. ae 


The foregoing is for mails outward only, but in future it 
is intended to arrange for voyages out and back ; and if the 
public be assured that vessels will be dispatched so as to 
alternate with the British mailsteamers from New York, it 
is probable that the amount of mail matter sent by them 
will be considerably greater than has been carried on the 
outward trips already made. Should this prove to be cor- 
rect, and should the Department succeed in procuring suit- 
able steamships to transport the mails out and back forthe 
sea postages, then itis estimated that the further sum of 
$35,000 will be required to perform the remaining trips set 
for the Collins line within the present fiscal year, to wit: 





at $7,000 per round trip. 

I submit herewith the draught of such an amendment as 
appears to me to be required to carry out the objects before 
stated to the end of the present fiscal year. 

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, 

AARON V. BROWN, 
Postmaster General. 
Hon. J. Guancy Jones, Chairman Committee Ways and 

Means, House of Representatives. 

The amendment proposing to strike out the 
second section of the bill was not agreed to. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
out the following pagagraph, from the eighth to 
the fourteenth line, inclusive: 

“For transportation of the mails from New York by 
Southampton or Cowes to Bremen, and from New York by 
Southampton or Cowes to Havre, $230,000. 

‘For contingencies in the mail service between New 
York and Europe, $120,000.” 

I offer the amendment upon the ground that 
there is no existing contract for this money to be 
applied to; and that there is no law authorizing a 
contract to be made. If there was a law, a con- 
tract would be made. But this provision, if it 
pass in this bill, would be construed into author- 
ity to make this contract. The first provision is 
for $230,000, and the other one for contingencies, 
which is an entirely new item, makes up the en- 
tire sum of $350,000, which is the amount of the 
original contract proposed for the lines between 
New York and Havre and Bremen. 


thority for making a new contract for the lines, 
without any other law. 


Mr. SICKLES obtained the. floor. 


Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. 1 ask the gentle- || 


man from New York to allow a lIgtter to be read 
from the Postmaster General explaining these 
items. 

Mw SICKLES. Very well, let the letter be 
read. 

The letter was read by the Clerk, as follows: 


Post Orrice DeparTMENT, .fpril 21, 1858. 
Str: In the estimates for the mail service to foreign coun- 
tries, which [ had the honor to submit on the 24th ultimo, 


pursuant to the requirements of the second section of the || 
Organic aet of July 2, 1836, [ stated that the Department || 
Was not certain that after the expiration of the present con- || 
tracts for the transportation of the mails between New York || 


and Bremen, and New York and Havre, on the lst June 
next, it could procure the mails to be carried on those lines 
during the year 1859, for the United States postages, sea and 


_lnland, aeeruing from each of them. Information since re- 


ceived tends to inerease that uncertainty so much that I 
deem it my duty to submit such a modification of those es- 
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. $16,757 70 | 
ane ntl 


I move to strike | 





| 


2,740 51 | 


| 





And, as [ |! 
have said, it will certainly be construed into au- || 


|| line. 


that contract for two ships to Bremeu and two to Havre, 
which was $350,000 per annum, for twelve trips on each 
For this sum, and probably for much less, f am con- 
| fident that the requisite service can be procured, but at all 
events it will be the endeavor of the Department to obtain 

| it on the best possible terms. 
I would further respectfully suggest that, as the continu- 


ance of the service on the Collins line between New York | 


and Liverpool is uncertain, a proviso be attached to the ap- 
| propriation for that line for the year ending June 30, 1859, 
authorizing this Department to be paid therefrom such 


#0 Liverpool and back, on the days the Collins line may fail 
fo take them. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, &c., 
AARON ‘. BROWN, 
Postmaster General. 
Hon. James L. Orr, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


Mr.SEWARD. The rule requires the gentle- 
man to speak in opposition to the amendment. 
Now I submit that that letter makes a speech in 
favor of it, and is out of order. [Laughter.] 

Mr. SICKLES. I regard that letter as a much 
| better speech than I can make, and as conclusive 
| against the speech of the gentleman from Tennes- 
I will therefore content myself with no re- 


| see. 
| marks on the subject in addition. 


Jones.] It is that the appropriation contained in 


|| the items of appropriation, of $350,000, is for the 


April 24, May 8 and 22, and June 5 and 19, 1858, five trips, || Payment of no contract authorized under existing | 


law and, in fact, for no contract existing at all; 
and is, therefore, under the 81st rule, out of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The point of order made 
by the gentleman from Louisiana is the same point 


| made by the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. 


| ized in ruling out of order any provision which has | 


Davis] a few minutes ago, and overruled by the 


Chair, upon the ground that this bill has been | 


read twice in the House, and referred to the Com- 
mitteee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
after which the Chair does not fee |himself author- 


| received the sanction of the House. 


' 


| 


| 





j 


Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I ask the Chair 


| if it is now in order for the friends of the para- 
graph proposed to be stricken out to move to | 


amend it? 

The CHAIRMAN. Itis. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I move toamend, 
then, by inserting the word ‘ one’’ after ** thirty”’ 
in line ten, so as to make the appropriation 
$231,000. 

Mr. Chairman, in respect to the question in dis- 
pais upon this paragraph of the bill, nothing need 

e said. My only object in seeking the floor is 
that thecommittee may act understandingly when 
they come to pass upon these questions. I think 


| gentlemen have fallen into an error regarding the 


authority which vests the Secretary of the Navy 
with power to make contracts upon this subject. 
I will refer gentlemen to the clause in the act of 
1845 which confers the authority. It is the fol- 
lowing: 


**And such contracts may be made, if it shall appear to the | 
Postmaster General to be required by the public interest, for | 
any greater period than four years, and not exceeding ten | 


years.”’ 


The limitation is not upon the life of the law, | 


but distinctly upon the terms of the contract. It 


| is'a matter presented to the discretion of the Post- 
| master General. 


If he thinks the public interests 
require him to enter into a contract for a longer 
period than the minimum, then it is perfectly 
within the letter and spirit of the law for him to 
make it; and this appropriation is but for the pur- 
pose of carrying out an existing contract entered 
into by your Secretary, under and by virtue of 


| the law which I have specified. 


Sir, I have listened, with some degree of grief 


| . * . . 
and surprise, to opinions expressed in this House 


in deprecation of the favors claimed to be show- 
ered upon the locality which I, in part, represent. 


sums as may be required for the transportation of the mails | 


Mr. SANDIDGE. I rise to a question of order, | 
|| the deeision of which involves the same point 
||} made by the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. 


Sir, nothing which conduces to the advantage of 
+ the commerce of that great metropolis is or can 
| be local in its nature; it is as important and gen- 
eral as commerce itself, universally absorbing; 
and whenever postal facilities are extended to the 








eral and catholic character o 


commerce of a country, the rtake of the gen- 

p the commerce of the 
world, I will say to gentlemen at the South, as 
well as those from the West, that we of the North 
and the East, upon the Atlantic borders, are quite 
as willing that the same facilities should be ex- 
tended to themas we now claim for ourselves, and 
indeed greater. 

Sir, it is nature, and not art, that constitutes 
the great emporium of trade. You might as well 
try to dip up and roll back Niagara with the hand 
as to turn aside the natural currents of commerce. 
New York enjoys her advantages, not by reason 
of the artificial influences of legislation, but be- 
cause she sits enthroned the mistress of commerce, 
the queen of the seas. Into her lap flow the tides 
of commerce, because commerce follows the ave- 
nues and obeys the impulses of profit. Let gen- 
tlemen in other parts of the country enlarge their 


| enterprise; let gentlemen everywhere facilitate and 


expand a generous but constitutional system of 
internal improvements, and, my word for it, 
steamers and commerce and art and industry will 
abound with them as with us; to their affluent 
prosperity as to ours. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. The gentleman 
says that by the law the Postmaster General is 
authorized to make contracts to be reported to 
this House. Now, the Postmaster General states 
in the letter which has been read that these two 


| contracts have not been entered into by him. He 


him to ma 


} session. 


made that statement at the time he made his re- 
port to Congress, at the commencement of this 
He thought that he would be able to 
make a contract with the persons who had before 
taken the mails forthe postage; but he is satisfied 


| he cannot make such a contractfor the year 1859, 


and therefore he desires an appropriation made 
by Congress. or what purpose? To enable 
him to do that which he says he cannot now do; 
to enable him to make a contract, and not to exe- 
cute contracts already made. How stands the 
argument of the gentleman from New York? Al- 
though authority is given by law to the Postmas- 
ter General to make a contract, yet you know 
from the testimony furnished by the Saamsuie 
General himself, that no contract exists now, and 
that this appropriation is to authorize or enable 

Ke the contract, a contract which he 


| will never make unless he gets this appropriation. 


He talks of New York as the queen of the seas. 


| How does she happen to be the queen of the seas? 
| She has made the West tributary to her great- 
' ness; she has made the South tributary to her 


greatness. If she is, then, so much a queen, how 


| is it she asks subsidies for her lines of steamers ? 
| He says that when other cities have done as much 


|| for themselves as New York, they may expect 


some return. How are we to compete with New 
York lines of steamers when they get subsidies 
of $300,000 for their lines and we do not geta 


dollar? If that appropriation for New York is 


| necessary, is it not equall 
Orleans? 


| sir. 





| 
| 


necessary for New 
Now, if the gentleman is the generous 
and fair-minded man he pretends to be, let him 
give us this one line South. Dare he do it? No, 
He knows when the time shall ever come, 
as come it will, | hope, that Congress shall cease 
to make urfair discriminations against the South 
and in favor of the North, this queen of the seas 
will be compelled to surrender her diamonds and 
doff her royal robes. He says New York has 
natural advantages. Then let her look to her 
natural advantages, and not eternally nauseate 
this House by their everlasting cry of give, give 
—demand of more, more. Let her be content 
with her natural advantages, or grant unto others 
what she asks for herself. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Permit me to an- 
swer for myself. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s time has 
expired. 
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Several Mempers. ** Question,’’ ** Question.”’ | Mr. GARNETT. Mr. Chairman 
The question was taken on the amendment of | 


Mr. SEWARD. I am entitled to the floor my- 
Mr. Jows Cocurane to the amendment of Mr. || 


self. 
Jones, of Tennessee; and it was disagreed to. The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Vir- 
Mr. GARNETT. I move to amend the amend- |! ginia is entitled to the floor. 
ment by striking out these words: 
“ For contingencies in the mail service between New | 
York and Europe, $120,009.” 
The rest of the section is a definite appropria- 








this. 


tion. The words I propose to strike out are in- 
definite. The object is not specified. It is such 
an appropriation as ought not to be made. I move 
to strike it out, in no spirit of opposition to the 
bill, but simply on the ground that all of our ap- 
propriations should be specific. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I am opposed || order. 
to the amendment for the reason I assignedamo- || Mr. SEWARD. I moved an amendment, and 
ment ago against another amendment; and that | I have a right—— 
is, I believe, that no pee is to be accomplished The CHAIRMAN. The Chair calls the gen- 
by any discussion. hope the amendment will || tleman to order; and if he cannot preserve order 
be rejected. | in committee he will appeal to the House. 

The question was taken on Mr. Garnert’s Mr. SEWARD. I have no objection to your 
amendment to the amendment, and it was re- || doing that. 
jected. The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Vir- 

Mr. SANDIDGE. Iam glad the committee || ginia is entitled to the floor. 
has ruled these two amendments to be in order, ||) Mr. SEWARD. Am I not entitled to raise a 
for the amendment which | propose is of a sim- || question of order? 


eorgia, as he is very seldom on the floor. 

Mr. SEWARD. r, Chairman {Cries of 
**Order!’’]} 1 am in order. 

TheCHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Geor- 





} 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. SEWARD. Thegentleman may address || 
that side of the House, and I propose to address || small bill, which provides for fulfillin 


gia is not in order, and the Chair calls him to | 





ilar character. It is as follows: 

Insert after ‘‘ dollars,’ in the eleventh line, the follow- 
ing: 
And for the transportation of the mails from New Orleans 


to Bordeaux, via Havana, Bermuda, Fayal, and Santander, || 


and back, there shall be, and is hereby appropriated, to be 
mid every year, for ten years, out of any moneys in the 


Creasury, a sum equal to that herein appropriated for the | 
transportation of the mails on either of the routes from New | 


York tj Europe, according to the computed length thereof, 


estimating the pay per mile on the route from New Orleans | 


by what may be given to the New York route. 


Mr. ENGLISH. I raise a point of order on 
that amendment. 
The CHAIRMAN. Under the decision of the 





The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman is; and he 
will state his point of order. 

Mr. SEWARD. My point of order is, thatmy 
amendment was not reported or read by the 
Clerk, or announced by the Chair to the com- 
/mittee The Chair put the question precipitately, 
and announced the result before any one could 
say a word; and I was thereby cut off from say- 
ing what I desired. I appeal to the Chair whether 
lam not strictly correct ? 





| member; but he does remember that he was of 


|| the impression that the gentleman from Georgia 


committee the Chair rules that amendment out of || did not intend to make a speech, because he saw 


order. 


The question recurred on the amendment of 


Mr. Jones, of Tennessee. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, demanded tellers. 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Scaues and || 


Burrinton were meena ‘ 


|, no effort whatever on his pee to do so; whereas, 
i} 


heretofore, when the gentleman desired to make 


|| a speech, there has been the highest evidence of 


| his desire to do so. 
Mr. SEWARD. Well, sir, I yield to the de- 
cision of the Chair upon that statement. [Laugh- 


The House divided; and the tellers reported || ter. 


ayes twenty-four—not a majority of a quorum. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. GARNETT. Is it in omer, before the 
section is concluded, to offer an amendment to 
the amendment, to come in in line five? 

The CHAIRMAN. The committee have 
passed that part of the section. 

Mr. GARNETT. I believe the ruling of for- 
mer Chairmen has been, that when a section had 
been read it was in order to offer an amendment 
to any part of it. We are now upon the third sec- 
tion, and therefore an amendment to any part of 
the section is in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
the amendment of the gentleman from Virginia 
if there be no objection on the part of the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. SEWARD. I object. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The Chair understands 
that the practice of the committee has been, that 
when a section is divided into paragraphs, it is 
read by paragraphs; and that when a paragraph 
has been once read and passed, the committee 
cannot return to it again except by unanimous 
consent. 

R The Clerk then concluded the reading of the 
ill. 

Mr. SEWARD. 
ment to the clause providing for the transporta- 
uuon of the mail between Charleston and Havana. 
1 move to strike out “ fifty” and insert * one hun- 
dred,’’ so that it shall read “* one hundred thou- 
sand dollars.’’ 


portion of the section is passed, and an amend- 
ment to it is not in order. 

The question was put on the amendment, and 
the chairman announced that the amendment was 
rejected. 

Mr. GARNETT obtained the floor. 

Mr. SEWARD. 1 propose to continue on the 
floor, and make a five-minute speech upon my 
amendment. . 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman did not 
Pp to speak when he offered his amendment, 
and the Chair put the question. 


The Chair will entertain || 


||. fifteenth lines. 


I desire to off d- | 
ding for the transporta- || do that which we ought todo, I must say, though 








Mr. GARNETT resumed the floor. 
Mr. ENGLISH. I rise to a question of order. 


| It is, that this bill has been read through, and now 
| the gentleman from Virginia proposes to go back | 


tu amend a portion of the bill which has been 


|| passed. 
| The CHAIRMAN. The Chair does not know 
|| what the gentleman from Virginia proposes to do, | 


and he will hear the gentleman befpre he attempts 


|| to rule upon the point of order. 
| Mr. GARNETT. 
| enteenth line by striking out the word “ dollars,”’ | 
|| and inserting ‘* cents; 


I move to amend the sev- 
*? so that it will read— 
For transportation of the mails across the Isthmus of Pa- 
nama, one hundred thousand cents. 
| I thought, when I first rose, that we were con- 
sidering the clause contained in the fourteenth and 
I have offered one or two amend- 
| ments before. I had one amendment about which 
Thad consulted with a number of gentlemen in 
‘the Hall, which they approved, and which I 
| thought important. dene to have a vote in the 
| House upon the amendment which I shall indi- 


| cate before I take my seat. If the committee wil! 


grant me that favor I will be content. 

But when the gentleman from Maine rises and 
makes objection toamendments, because he thinks 
the committee is not in a proper state of mind to 





| Lam as much in favor of adjourning on the 7th 


| of June as any gentleman, yet I will not agree to 


adjourn then, unless the business we underiake 


| tu dois done intelligibly. The amendment which 
Mr. SICKLES. I rise toa point of order. That | 


I desired to offer, and which I now ask consent 
to offer, is this: 

No contract shall hereafter be made for the transporta- 
tion of the mail by ocean steamers on any route, for a com- 
pensation exceeding the postal revenues accruing from the 
transportation of the mails on such route ; and all existing 
contracts, stipulating for a different or latger compensation, 


| shall be terminated as soon as their terms will permit. 


I ask the committee to allow me to move this 
amendment in the place of the one I offered when 
I first rose, and that it may go to the House, so 
that we may have a vote upon it by yeas and 


nays. 
{ Mr. RITCHIE objected. 


ise CURES ME Te 200 Le Seas RAR pee | States mail by ocean steamers and otherwise 


| 





_ May 28, 
| Mr. GARNETT. I withdraw the amendment 
| whith I offered. 

| Mr. ENGLISH. I move that the bill be laid 
aside, to be reported to the House. 
| 








; 


The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I have another 


g treaty 


, || stipulations with the Indians; and with the con. 
| Mr,GARNETT. I do not desire todisputea || sent of the committee, I propose to take 
vestion of privilege with the gentleman from |! consider it now. 


it up and 
_Mr. GARNETT. I move that the committee 
rise. 
‘ The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from 
Pennsylvania is upon the floor. 
INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I move to take up 
the bill (H. R. No. 557) making supplemental 





|| appropriations for the current and contingent ex. 


penses of the Indian department, and for fulfil|. 
ing treaty stipulations with various Indian tribes, 
for the year ending June 30, 1859. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MORGAN. I have been here for nine 
hours, and I am not willing to stay any longer, 
I move that the committee do now rise. 

Mr. PEYTON demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Bococx and 
Maynarp were appointed. 

The committee divided; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 69, noes 29. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Houston reported that 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union had had the Union generally under con- 
sideration, and particularly the bill making ap- 
propriations for the transportation of the United 


j 





| during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1859, and 
had directed him to report the same to the House 
| without amendment; also, that the committee had 
| had under consideration bill No. 557, and had 
| come to no resolution thereon. 
| Mr. J. GLANCY JONES moved to recommit 
| the mail steamer appropriation bill to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means; and demanded the 
previous question. 

And then, on motion of Mr. SMITH, of Ten. 
nessee, (at twenty minutes to nine o’clock, p. m.) 
the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Farivar, May 28, 1858. 


Prayer by the Rev. J. M. @Vison. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


| EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


| ‘The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a message from the President of the United 
States, communicating, in compliance with the 
| resolution of the Senate of the 19th of May,a re- 
port of the Secretary of the Navy, information 
connected with the arrest of William Walker and 
his associates, with copies of the correspondence, 
&c., as afforded by the files of that Department; 
which, on motion of Mr. Foot, was ordered to 
lie on the table; and a motion by him to print it 





a J gs 





was referred to the Committee on Printing. 
He also laid before the Senate a report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, communicating, in 
compliance with a resolution of the Senate, in- 
formation respecting the appointment of Alexan- 
der G. Penn and Emilé La Sere, as disbursing 
agents at New Orleans, the nature of their ser- 
vices, and the compensation they receive; which, 
on motion of Mr. Wirson, was ordered to lie 
on the table; and a motion by him to print it was 
referred to the Committee on Printing. 

He also laid before the Senate a report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, communicating, in 
compliance with a resolution of the Senate, inform- 
ation respecting frauds on the revenue, alleged 
to have been committed by a partner in the com- 
mercial house of Simon de Visser & José Villaru- 
bia, of New Orleans; which was read. ; 

Mr. KING, I offered the resolution to which 
this communication from the Secretary of the 
Treasury is a reply. My object was to ascer- 
tain whether there was any sufficient grounds to 
charge, as was freely done here in debate, upon 
the officers of the customs, a complicity in those 
frauds. I am very happy to find that the inves- 


tigation acquits them. I think it due to them that 
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it shouid goon the record; and I therefore move | 


that the communication be printed. 


Printing. 


COURT OF CLAIMS. | 
The VICE PRESIDENT also laid before the || 


Senate a letter of the chief clerk of the Court of || 
Claims, returning, in compliance with a resolu- || 
tion of the Senate, the bill and papers in the case | 
of Alexander J. Atocha; which were ordered to | 


lie on the table. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
Mr. SEWARD presented papers in relation to 
| 


the claim of John W. Geary, for the reimburse- 
ment of money expended while Governor of the 
Territory of Kansas; which were referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

He also presented papers in relation to the re- 
moval of the offices belonging to the United States, 
and occupied in the collection of revenue at the | 
nresent quarantine station in the port of New 
Vork, to the new quarantine site; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WADE presented a memorial of the clerks, 
messengers, and watchmer: of the Washington 
navy-yard, praying that an appropriation may he 
made to carry out the laws of 1852 and 1854 giv- 
ing them twenty per cent, additional pay; which 
was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. JONES presented a memorial of Hosea B. 
Horn and others, praying for a grant of land on 
Green riyer, in the Territory of Utah, for the pur- 
pose of settlement; which was referred to the | 
Committee on Public Lands. 

He also presented the memorial of Jonas P. 
Levy, for himself and others who are engaged in 





mining operations at the Pedrigal mines, in Mex- || 
ico, praying that the President may be authorized | 


to compel the Mexican Government to liquidate 


their claims; which was referred to the Commit- | 


tee on Foreign Relations. 


Mr. BROWN presented a memorial of the prin- 1 


cipal business men on Pennsylvania avenue, in | 
Washington city, representing that a railroad | 
along that avenue is not asked for nor wished by | 
the great body of the citizens of Washington; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Dis- | 
trict of Columbia. 

Mr. PUGH presented the petition of Joseph 
Taylor, postmaster at Gratis, Ohio, praying to be 
released from responsibility for postage stamps 
destroyed by fire while in his possession; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of New 
York, praying that the public lands may be laid 
out in farms or lots of limited size for the free and 
exclusive use of actual settlers; which was or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

Mr. BIGLER presented a memorial of the 
Magnetic and New England Union Telegraph 
Company, in reply to the remonstrance of the 
American Telegraph Company, correcting eertain 
errors and fallacies of that company,-and asking 
further legislation by Congress; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. HARLAN presented a petition of citizens | 
of lowa, praying for the establishment of a.mail 
route between Grinnell and Marietta, in that | 
State; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion of Mr. JONES, it was 
Ordered, That the petition and papers of Mary E. Lar- 





On motion of Mr. BROWN, it was 

Ordered, That Thomas Hatenan have leave to withdraw 
his petition and papers. 

On motion of Mr. BIGLER, it was 

Ordered, That the heirs of Andrew Gardner, deceased, | 
have leave to withdraw their petition and papers. 

On motion of Mr. POLK, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Wilson & Brothers, on the 


files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 


nard, be recommitted to the Committee on Pensions. 
| 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


_Mr. SEBASTIAN, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, to whom was referred a resolution | 
to compensate Willis A. Gorman, for certain ser- 
Vices, reported a bill (S. No. 417) for the relief | 
of Willis A. Gorman; which was read, and passed | 
to a second reading. | 


He also, from the same committee, to whom 
were referred the petition of citizens of Michigan, 


State; and a petition of citizens of Michigan in 
favor of granting a homestead to certain mixed- 
blood Indians, asked to be discharged from their 
further consideration; which was agreed to. 

Mr. PUGH, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 387) 
for the better regulation of sales and entries of the 
public lands, and to limit the fees of the registers 
and receivers at the several land offices, reported 
it without amendment. 

Mr. STUART, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to whom were referred the following bills, 
reported adversely thereon, and moved that they 
lie on the table; which was agreed to: 

A bill (S. No. 11) making a grant of land to 
the State of lowa, in alternate sections, to aid in 
the construction of a railroad from Keokuk to Fort 
Madison, through the southern tier of counties in 
said State to the Missouri river; 

A bili (S. No. 12) making a grant of lands to 
the State of lowa, in alternate sections, to aid in 
the construction of a railroad from McGregor’s 
Landing to the western boundary of said State; 

A bill (S. No. 33) to authorize the State of lowa 
to apply the unsold lands, heretofore granted for 
the improvement of the navigation of the Des 
Moines river, to the construction of a railroad in 
the valley of said river; 

A bill (S. No. 63) making a grant of lands to 
| the State of Lowa, in alternate sections, to aid in 
the construction of a railroad in said State; 

A bill (S. No. 231) granting public lands to the 
Territories of Kansas and Nebraska, to aid in 
| the construction of railroads in said Territories; 
and 

A bill (S. No. 236) granting public lands to the 
Territory of Kansas for the purpose of construct- 
ing certain railroads therein. 

Mr. STUART. In reporting back these bills, 
I beg leave to state that the committee came to 
the conclusion, after an examination of all the 
questions involved, that it would not be advisable 
at this time to originate in the Senate any bills 
making grants of land. If any action were taken 
by the House of Representatives, as was done in 
the last Congress, the committee would consider 
such bills. 

Mr. STUART also, from the same committee, 
to whom were referred the memorial of the Legis- 
| lature of Minnesota, in favor of a homestead to 
actual settlers, presented May 15; a petition of 
citizens of Albany, New York, in favor of grant- 
ing homesteads to actual settlers, presented March 
24; two petitions of citizens of Cincinnati, Ohio, 
in favor of granting homesteads to actual settlers, 

resented March 29; a petition of citizens of Hop- 
Kinsville, Ohio, in favor of granting vadhaahnat 
| to actual settlers, presented February 15; a peti- 
| tion of citizens of West Elkton, Ohio, in favor of 
granting homesteads to actual settlers, presented 
March 1; a memorial of the Legislature of lowa, 

raying a grant of land for the McGregor, St. 
Benes sand Missouri railroad presented February 
23; a memorial of the Legislature of lowa, pray- 
ing agrant of land for the McGregor, St. Peter’s, 
and Missouri railroad, presented December 12; a 
memorial of the Legislature of lowa, praying a 
| grant of land to aid in the construction of a rail- 

road from Fort Dodge to Sioux Falls, presented 
| April 2; a memorial of the Legislature of Mis- 
souri, praying for a grant of land to aid in the con- 
struction of a railroad, presented December 17; a 
memorial of the Legislature of Wisconsin, pray- 
ing a grant of land to aid in the construction of 
the Mineral Point and Portage City railroad, pre- 
sented May 10; a memorial of the Mayor and 
Board of Common Council of the city of Atchi- 
son, praying aid in the construction ofa railroad, 
presented April 7; a memorial of the president 
and directors of the Metropolitan Railroad Com- 
pany, praying an act of incorporation and a grant 
of land, presented April 8; a memorial of citizens 
of Clark county, Missouri, remonstrating against 
the appropriation of certain lands for the improve- 
ment of the Des Moines river to the construction 
of a railroad, presented February 24; a memorial 
| of the Chamber of Commerce of St. Louis, Mis- 


' 
The motion was referred to the Committee on i relative to a division of the Indian agency in that 
| 





| souri, that certain lands be granted for the con- | 
|| struction of the Keokuk and Fort Des Moines | 


| railroad, presented May 20; a petition of citizens 
of Burlington, lowa, for aid in the construction 
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of railroads in Nebraska, presented February 18; 
a petition of citizens of Dubuque, Iowa, for aid 
| in the construction of railroads in Nebraska, pre- 
sented January 21; five petitions of citizens of 
lowa, praying for a grant of land to the Me- 
| Gregor, St. Peter’s, and Missouri river railroad, 
| presented February 17; a memorial of citizens of 
oe Falls, praying for a grant of land to aid in 
| the construction of railroads west of the Missouri, 
| presented January 27; a memorial of citizens of 
| ort Dodge, lowa, praying for agrant of land to aid 
in the construction of railroads west of the Missou- 
ri, presented January 27; two memorials of citizens 
of Sioux City, lowa, praying for a grant of land to 
aid in the construction of railroads westof the Mis- 
| Souri, presented February 11; a petition of citizens 
| of Dubuque, Lowa, for aid to the Territory of 
Nebraska, in the construction of a railroad, pre- 
sented January 4; a memorial of the Legislature 
of Lowa, in favor of restricting the sale of public 
lands to actual settlers, presented March 1; a res- 
olution of the Legislature of lowa, in favor of 
granting homesteads to actual settlers, presented 
March 10; a memorial of citizens of New York, 
in favor of granting homesteads to actual settlers, 
resented February 9; a memorial of citizens of 
on York, in favor of granting homesteads to 
| actual settlers, presented February 10; a memorial 
| of citizens of New York, in favor of granting 
homesteads to actual settlers, presented April 8; 
a petition of citizens of New York and New Jer- 
sey, in favor of granting homesteads to actual 
settlers, presented February 17; a petition of cit- 
izens of New York, of like import, presented 
March 29; a petition of citizens of New York, of 
like import, presented March 30; a petition of 
citizens of New York, of like import, presented 
February 16; a petition of citizens of the United 
States, of like import, presented February 8; a 
| petition of citizens of Terryville, Connecticut, of 
like import, presented February 4; a petition of 
citizens of New York, of like import, presented 
February 1; a petition of citizens of New York, 
of like import, presented May 11; a petition of 
citizens of New York, of like import, presented 
| May 11]; a petition of citizens of Morrow county, 
Ohio, of like import, presented February 11; a 
memorial of the Legislature of Wisconsin, pray- 
ing a donation of land to the Territory of Ne- 
braska, to aid in the construction of railroads, 
presented February 24; a resolution ofthe Legis- 
lature of lowa, praying a donation of land to aid 
in the construction ofa railroad between the State 
| of lowa and Sioux City, on the Missouri river, 
presented March 1; a memorial of the Legislature 
| of lowa, praying a donation of land to the Ter- 
_ritory of Nebraska, to aid in the construction of 
a railroad, presented March 1; a resolution of the 
Legislature of lowa, asking a grant of land to a 
railroad between Prairie du Chien and Mankatu, 
presented February 24; a memorial and resolution 
of the Legislature of lowa, relative to a grant of 
land for improving the navigation of the Des 
Moines river, presented April 16; four memorials 
| of citizens of lowa, praying that land may be do- 
nated to aid in the construction of the Keokuk 
| and Des Moines railroad, presented February 8; 
| two petitions of citizens of Missouri, against 
/ any change in the application of land granted for 
'the improvement of the Des Moines river, pre- 
sented May 19; a petition of citizens of Warsaw, 
| Illinois, against any change in the application of 
_land granted for the improvement of the Des 
| Moines river, presented May 21; a petition of 
citizens of Missouri, against any change in the 
application of land granted for the improvement 
| ofthe Des Moines river, presented May 3; asked ° 
| to be discharged from their further consideration, 
and that they lie on the table; which was agreed 
to. 





| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
} 


BRITISH AGGRESSIONS. 

Mr. MASON. The Committee on Foreign 
Relations have directed me to present a report, 
which, with the indulgence of the Senate, as it is 
not long, I will read: 

The Committee on Foreign Relations, to whom was re- 
ferred the resolution of the Senate instructing them ‘‘ to in- 
quire whether any legislation is necessary to enable the 
President of the United States to protect American vessels 
against British aggression in the Gulf of Mexico or else- 
where,’’ and to whom has also been referred the message 
of the President of the United States communicating, in 
answer to a resolution of the Senate, information concern 
ing the recentsearch or seizure of American vessels by for- 
|| eign armed cruisers in the Gulf of Mexico, have had the 
|} same under consideration, and now report: 





a 


“A 


Fa 


rims 


en eS ese 


se 
£ 


os 


a 


mlm ens 1 


Cet aea as 


, 


oer apeabe 
“tt Ainione te 


oa 


— pst Te NR Se ae. oy ee ARR IT pase. eo Bg he SER RTE OR OH IT TT rE TR ae RIE 


ou 


“ 


mee eee gs 


a 


a 


> 


Be 3o0 a . r ~ any : 
Eee 


awe 
% 


2. 


Sie ba 


ee 


te 


SERA CR 0 0 


. 





2452 


The documents accompanying the message of the Presi- 


det, show a series of aggressive acts on the commerce of 
the United States in the Gulf of Mexico, and off the West 
India Tatands. by the naval forces of Great Britain, of a 
character eo marked and extraordinary as to have fixed the 
attention of the country 

Viwerican vessels pursuing the paths of lawful commerce 
on the high seas, or passing néar the American coast from 
one domestic port to anoher, ander the flag of ther coun 
try, have been pursucd, fired into, and compelled to stop by 
the public force of a foreign Power; questioned as to their 
destination, their cargo, and the character of their crew ; 
required to submit to an examination of thetr sea papers, 
and to 4 serutiny into the objects and purpose of their voy- 
age. 

in other instances, American vessels anchored in the 
harbor of a friendly Power, at the port of Sagua la Grande, 
in the Island of Cuba, have been subjected to a police in- 
quisition by the same foreign Power, and in like manner 
required to exhibit their papers, and to submit to questions 
as to their destination, the cause of their absence from 
home, and the number and character of their crews. 

It would appear from the letter of the consul of the Uni 
ted States at Havana, (a document accompanying the mes- 
sage.) Uiatno less than filteen American vessels lying inthe 
harbor, or in port at Sagua la Grande, were wade to undergo 
this humiliating system of e=pionage, Whilst six vessels on 
the high seas in the Gulf of Mexico, bearing their country’s 
flag, were, as above stated, by actual exhibition and use of 
force, endangering, in some instances, the lives of those on 
board, compelled to stop and submit to detention, until a 
boarding officer was satisfied in such questions as it was his 
pleasure to put. 

Besides the instanees above cited, officially communi 
cated with the President’s message in reply to a call of the 
Senate, each successive arrival from the infected quarter 
brings intelligence of new and additional aggressions of like 
character, committed by the same Power, on vessels bear- 
ing the flag of the United States. 

it has oceasionally happened heretofore, under circum- 
stances ot misapprehension, or misconstruction of orders, 
or from other and like causes, that vessels of the United 
States have been subjected by the armed force of a foreign 
Power to Visitation and search, in violation of international 
law, and in derogation of the independence of our flag, and 
in such isolated cases the honor of the country may have 
been sufficiently vindicated by a disclaimer of intended 
wrong or by rebuke of the officer offending. But the con- 
tinuous and persevering character of the aggressions now 
brought to the notice of the country, Committed by a Power 
with whom we are at peace, and almost within sight of our 
shores, is sufficient to arouse the just indignation of the 
country, and calls, in the opinion of the committee, for the 
most ye and efficient measures, to arrest at once, and 
to end finaliy and forever, the commission of like indigni- 
lies to our flag. 

The documents accompanying the message disclose the 
fact that these acts of visitation and examination of Amer- 
ican vessels were sought to be justified under the plea of 
necessity for the suppression of the slave trade, supposed to 


be or actually carried out, between Africa and the Island of 


Cuba, 

The committee wil] not go into any inquiry in reference 
to such alleged necessity. It is sufficient for them to know 
that the assent of the United States, although often invoked, 
has never been yielded to any such system of police on the 
seas. ‘They rest on the position, not to be controverted, that 
by no principle of international law can a vessel under the 
flag of its country be visited or detained on the high seas in 
time of peace by any foreign Power under any pretext, or 
for any purpose whatever, without the consent of those over 
whom the flag waves. 

Without going at large into the questions heretofore in- 
volved as to the rights of independent nations on that com- 
mon highway of the world—the open sea—the committee 
deem this, nevertheless, a fit occasion to declare the prin- 
ciples always maintained by the United States as regulating 
the use of the open or high seas in time of peace, and from 
whieh are derived rights to the people of the United States 
admitting no restraint or qualification, and to be maintained 
at whatever cost. 

There is no right of visitation, far less of search, to be ex- 
ercised in time of peage by any nation on the ships or ves- 
_ sels of other nations, nor can there be so long as the laws 
of the civilized world touching the freedom of the sea are 
respected by civilized men, Such claim, therefore, having 
no foundation in law or in the comity of nations can never 
be tolerated by an independent Power, but in derogation of 
her sovereignty. Neither is there any distinction to be drawn 
in the claim of right between visitation at sea by the armed 
vessels of a foreign Power when unatiended by examination 
and search, and such visitation when so attended. 

‘The offense and violation of public law consists in the 
visitetion, without regard to its purpose, when claimed as a 
right, against the will of the party subjected to it. Were it 
otherwise, there would follow, of course, the correlative 
right to arrest and detain the vessel until the visitation is 
effected. 

The committee find these principles admitted and en- 
forced by the opinions and the decisions of the most emi- 


a judicial authorities, both in this country and in Great 
ritain. 


(‘The case of the “ Manana Flora,** in the Supreme Court | 


of the United States, reported in 11 Wheaton, page l. And 
in England the case of “ Le Louis,’ decided by Lord Stow- 


ell in 1817, and reported in Dodson’s Admiralty Reports, 
vol. 2, page 210.) 


They are founded in two simplé elemental principles of 


public law : First, in the equality of all independent States; 
and, second, the common use, by all recognized States, of 
the open sea as a highway in time of peace. 

Such are the rights and immunities of our citizens navi- 
gating the ocean, which have been flagrantly violated and 
outraged by armed vessels of a forcign Power in time of 
profound perce, and, in some instances, almost within sight 
of ovr own shores. 

Indignant asthe American people are, and ought to be, at 
the character and persistent repetition of such aggressions, 
yet their occurrence and gravity will opportunely supply the 


| any quarter. 


printed. The subject being of interest, one w 
| properly attracts the attention of the country; 


| subject, I shall ask to-morrow morning that the 


| sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 


-east of the Rocky Mountains; which was rea 


/act to certain lands herein mentioned, and for 
_ other purposes; which was read twice by its title, 
/ and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
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occasion, and to end, now and forever, all future question 
as to this right of visitation atsea between the United States 
and the offending Power. And the committee refrain only 
from recommending at once such additional legislation as 
would be most effectual to proteet the commerce of the 
country from aggressions of the character thus brought to 
the notice of the Senate, from the fact that the President (as 
shown by the letter of the Secretary of the Navy accompany- 
ing the message) has already ordered all the disposable naval 
foree of the country into the infested quarter, with orders 
** to protectall vessels of the United States on the high seas 
from search or detention by the vessels of war of any other 
nation.”? These are preventive measures only,and tempo- 
rary in their character, but, in the judgment of the commit- 
tee, go to the full extent of the power of the Executive in the 
absence of legislative provision. It is believed, however, 
they will arrest. for the present, further like offenses in the 
quarter whence they have proceeded. " 

It appears further from these documents that the altered 
state of the relations between the United States and Great 
Britain, which must arise from this aggressive conduct of 
her armed vessels, has been already brought to the notice of 
that Power, by communications from the Secretary of State 
addressed both to the British Minister here and to the Min- 
ister of the United States at London. 

It cannot be known until the result of these communi- 
cations is laid before Congress how far the acts in question 
will be avowed or disclaimed by the Government held re- 
sponsible. It is the earnest hope of the committee thatthe 
course that Government may adopt will be of a character | 
to satisfy the just demands of this Government, and, at the 
same time, to furnish a guarantee against the repetition of 
the offense. Nothing short of this, in the opinion of the | 
comtnittee, will be compatible with peaceful relations be- | 
tween the two countries. 

In the present posture of the affair, therefore, the com- 
mittee forbear from recommending any additional legisla- 
tion to enable the President to protect American vessels on | 
the bigh seas from the aggressions of foreign Powers. But 
they will not forbear the declaration, that such legislation 
must be promptly supplied, should the result show that itis 
needed to afford instant and full immunity to vessels en- 
gaged in lawful commerce on the high seas from all arrest, 
molestation, or detention, made under any pretext, or from 





In conclusion, the committee recommend the adoption 
of the following resolutions: 

Resolved, (as the judgment of the Senate,) That Ameri- 
can vessels on the higt seas, in time of peace, bearing the 
American flag, remain under the jurisdiction of the country 
to which they belong; and therefore any visitation, molest- 
ation, or detention of such vessels by force, or by the exhi- 
bition of force, on the part of a foreign Power, is in deroga- 
tion of the sovereignty of the United States. 

Resolved, ‘That the recent and repeated violations of this | 
immunity, committed by veesels of war belonging to the | 
navy of Great Britain in the Gulf of Mexico and the adja- 
cent seas, by firing into, interrupting, and forcibly detaining 
them on their voyage, requires, in the judgment of the Sen- 
ate, such unequivocal and final disposition of the subject, 
by the Governments of Great Britain and the United States, 
touching the rights involved, as shall preclude hereafter the | 
occurrence of like aggressions. 

Resolved, That the Senate fully approves the action of | 
the Executive in sending a naval force into the infested | 
seas with orders ‘* to protect all vessels of the United States 
on the high seas from search or detention by the vessels of 
war of any other nation.’”? And itis the opinion of the Sen- 
ate, that, if it become necessary, such additional legislation 
should be supplied in aid of the Executive power as will | 
make such protection effectual. 


I ask that the report and resolutions ony be 
hich 
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and besides, that we may inform the Executive 
of the disposition and views of the Senate on the | 


resolutions may be considered. 
The motion to print was agreed to. 
BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. BROWN asked, and by unanimous con- 


414) to reimburse the corporation of Georgetown | 
in the District of Columbia, a sum of money 
advanced towards the construction of Little Falls 
bridge; which was read twice by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on the District of Colum- | 
bia. 

Mr. ILVERSON asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a joint resolution 
(S. No. 46) authorizing the payment of certain 
moneys to certain Cherokee Indians, remainin 


twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
415) to extend the principles of the preémption 


He also asked, and by unanimous consent ob- 
tained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 416) for 
the relief of Mark W. Izard; which was read twice 
by its title, and, with the accompanying papers, 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

POST ROUTE IN MARYLAND. 
Mr. PEARCE submitted the following resolu- 
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tion; which was considered by unanimous con. 
sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the propriety of estab- 
lishing a post route from Smyrna, in'Delaware, via Chester- 
ville, in Kent county, Maryland, to Chestertown, in the 
same county. 


ARKANSAS BONDS. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN submitted the following res. 
olution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of a law authorizing the sale 
of the bonds of the State of Arkansas, new held in trust by 
the United States, and report by bill or otherwise. 


RIVERS AND HARBORS IN CALIFORNIA, 


Mr. GWIN submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered by unanimous consent, and 
agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation 
to preserve the works heretofore commenced to protect the 
harbor of San Diego, also to survey the rivers and harbors 
of California. 


EXTENSION OF THE SESSION. 


Mr. SEWARD submitted the following reso- 
lution, and asked for its immediate consideration; 
but several Senators objected: 

Resolved, (the House of Representatives concurring,) 
That the resolution, difecting the President of the Senate 
and the Speaker of the House of Representatives to declare 
their respective Houses adjourned sine die on the first Mon- 
day of June next, at twelve o’clock, m., be, and the same is 
hereby, rescinded; and that the President of the Senate and 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives declare their 
respective Houses adjourned sine die on Monday, the 2ist 
of June next, at twelve o’clock, m. 


COLLECTION OF THE REVENUE. 


Mr. GREEN. I submit the following resolu- 
tion, and ask for its present consideration: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested 
to report to the Senate, at the commencement of the next 
session of Congress, a full and complete list of all collection 
districts for the coljection of duties on imports ; showing in 
each district : 

1. The amount of revenue annually collected ; 

2. The amount expended for salaries of officers and em- 
ployés annually; and 

3. The amounts expended for custom-houses, or rents of 
offices, and warehouses. 

Also, that he state what custom-houses, or ports of entry 
or delivery, can be dispensed with, with a proper regard to 
economy and the security of the collection of the revenue, 
and consistenuy with commercial interests; or what modi- 
fication of the laws are necessary for the public, interests in 
relation to the collection of customs. 


Mr.WILSON. I have no objection to the con- 
sideration ot the resolution now; but I wish to 
move an amendment to it, or suggest one which 
I ee the Senator will accept, and that is, that 
the Secretary shall report the officers that may be 
discharged from these several offices. 

Mr.GREEN The resolution includes all that. 

Mr. WILSON. I do not think that is covered 
by the resolution. 

Mr. KING. In order that the Senator may 
ook into it and have the resolution perfected, I 
object to its present consideration. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Objection being 
made, the resolution lies over. 


APPROPRIATION BILLS. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
of Mr. Aten, its Clerk, announced that the 

ouse of Representatives had passed the follow- 
ing bills; in which the concurrence of the Senate 
was requested: 

A bill (No. 243) making appropriations for the 
support of the Army forthe year ending the 30th 
of June, 1859; 

A bill (No. 556) making appropriations for the 
service of the Post Office Department during the 
fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1859; and 

A bill (No. 558) making appropriations for the 
transportation of the United States mail, by ocean 
steamers and otherwise, during the fiscal year 
ending the 30th of June, 1859. 

On motion of Mr. HUNTER, the bills were 
severally read twice by their titles, and referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 


LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BIiUL. 


The message also announced that the House of 
Representatives insists upon its amendment to the 
twenty-third amendment of the Senate to the bill 
(H. R. No. 201) making appropriations for the 
laphdintee, cotecativeyend judicial expenses of the 
Government for the year ending the 30th of June, 


1859, disagreed to by the Senate, and upon its dis- 
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agreement to the first, fourth, fifth, sixth, elev- | bills; and it is appropriation bill, and appropri- 


enth, twelfth, twenty-first, twenty-fifth, twenty- 

sixth, twenty-seventh, and thirtieth amendments 

of the Senate to the said bill; it agrees to the con- 

ference asked by the Senate on the disagreeing 

yotes of the two Houses thereon, and has ap- | 
pointed Mr. J. Guancy Jones, Mr. V. B. Hor- | 
yon, and Mr. James Jackson, managers on the | 
part of the House. 


RECONSIDERATION. 


Mr. POLK. I wish to make a privileged mo- | 
tion. At the request of another Senator, | move 
the reconsideration of the vote which was yester- 
day taken, refusing to increase tk’ compensation | 
of the officers of the revenue service; saying, at 
the same time, that I do not pledge myself to vote | 
for the bill when it comes up. 1 voted against it; 
but, at the special request of a Senator, I move 
the reconsideration for the purpose of bringing | 
the question before the Senate again. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That motion will | 
be entered. 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


A message from the House of Representatives, | 
by Mr. Aven, its Clerk, announced that the | 
Speaker of the House had signed the enrolled bill 
entitled ‘*An act for extending the land laws east 
of the Cascade mountains in Oregon and Wash- | 
ington Territories;’’ and it was signed by the Vice | 
President. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The special order | 
of the day is the Private Calendar. 
Mr. HUNTER. I move to postpone all prior 
orders, for the purpose of taking up the miscella- 

neous appropriauon bill. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair has | 
called up the Private Calendar, this day being set 
apart by order of the Senate for the consideration 
of the Private Calendar. The Senator from Vir- | 
ginia moves that it be postponed with a view to 
take up the appropriation bill named by him. 

Mr. IVERSON. I trust the motion of the 
Senator from Virginia will not prevail, but that 
the Senate will proceed to the consideration of | 
the Private Calendar. We have devoted only two | 
days in this whole session to the consideration of | 
private bills, excepting when some were taken up | 
out of their order in the morning hour. There | 
are a large number of very meritorious cases, in | 
= opinion, some of which I have reported my- | 
self, that I am satisfied ought to pass the Senate, 
and will pass the Senate if considered. It is im- 
— to private claimants—and certainly they 

ave as strong a claim on the Government as any | 
creditors—that their claims should be considered | 
at this session of Congress, so that they may go | 
to the House of Representatives and be consid- 
ered there at the next session; for if they be not 
acted on at this session, of course there will be 
no possible chance for them to be acted on at the | 
next session. Any bill which may pass now and | 
go to the Hlouse of Representatives will stand 
some chance—not a very good one, 1 confess— | 
to be acted upon during the next session of Con- 
gress by that House. I hope that the Private 
Calendar will be considered. 

On the first of April, it will be remembered, I 
had a resolution passed, setting apart Fridays for | 
the consideration of private claims. One business 
or another, especially the Kansas business, post- 
poned the execution of that order from time to 
ume, until about two weeks ago, when we took 
up the Calendar on one day, passing over such | 
cases as were not the subject of debate; and on 
last Friday we did the same thing. Now, | in- 


sist, when there area number of bills on the Pri- | 


vate Calendar that were reported in the early stage 
of the session, but have not yet been considered, 


that justice requires that we should take them up | 


aud consider them. 
lapprehend that the appropriation bill will pass, 


and the Senator from Virginia need not be in such | 
a hurry to press it on the consideration of the 


Senate. I should have been very much inclined 
to introduce a resolution here, if it were not that 
it would be considered disrespectful to the Sen- 


ator from Virginia, declaring that he isa nuisance | 
to this body, [laughter;] for he constantly urges | 


the appropriation bills to the sacrifice of every- 
thing else. Every morning he rises and moves to 
postpone everything to take up the appropriation 


THE C 


| Mr. GWIN. 


| ation hill, and the same song forever, that the Sen- 
| ator from Virginia is ringing in the ears of the | 
| Senate on every occasion when he has an oppor- 
tunity. I think it is asking too much; it is crowd- 
ing on the agony rather too high; and I trust the | 
Senate will not indulge the Senator from Virginia 
on this occasion, but let us go on with the consid- | 
eration of private bills. I call for the yeas and | 
nays on the proposition. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


motion of the gentleman from Virginia; but after | 
the speech of the Senator from Georgia, I must | 
say that itis not to be understood that | agree with 


river and harbor bills. 
Mr. HUNTER. I believe, if my motion pre- 


vails, the appropriation bill will come up in its 


it being postponed. It will come up without fur- 
ther motion. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If the motion of 
the Senator from Virginia prevails, the Chair will 
| call up the appropriation bill, which will then be 
subject to any motion that may be made in regard 
to it. 


I think it would be a great deal 
better for us to ascertain whether we are going to 
continue the session longer than next Monday 
week, before deciding this question. If we are 
to adjourn then, we ought to take up the appro- 
priation bills, and act on nothing else. The ap- 
propriation bills that have been sent to usalready, 
will require several days’ consideration before we 
pass them. To the very bill the Senator from 
Virginia is going to call up, appropriating the sum 
of $2,500,000, the Committee on Finance have 
added $2,700,000. If we are going to consider the 
appropriation bills, and are to adjourn on Mon- 
day week, we ought to take them up and dispense 
with all other business before the two Houses, and 
the Senate especially. To that course | am op- 
posed. 





to do so. 
tion unsettled,.and England persists, as I believe 





Tosuppose that we can adjourn on Monday wee 


impossibility. Therefore, | think the Senator 
from Virginia need not urge the appropriation 
bills, for we shall be forced, by necessity, to re- 
peal the joint resolution for adjournment on Mon- 
day week, and we shall then have plenty of time, 
and can look at some of the meritorious private 
claims tlrat have been here year after year, strictly 
scrutinized before the Court of Claims, and the 
| Committee on Claims. We can atleast get clear 
of our Calendar by considering those bills and re- 
| jecting or passing them. I think the proper course 
Is to postpone the question of taking up the ap- 


us, in the mean time decide whether we are going 
to adjourn on Monday week. If so, the appro- 
priation bills ought to be the special order every 
day ateleven o’clock. 

The question being taken on Mr. Hunter’s 


motion by yeas and nays, resulted—yeas 31, nays 
18; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bell, Bigler, Bright, Clay, Cling- 
man, Collamer, Crittenden, Davis, Dixon, Fessenden, Fitz- 


| Arkansas, Jones, King, Mason, Pearce, Pugh, Reid, Rice, 
Sebastian, Seward, Slidell, Stuart, Toombs, and Wright— 
31. 

NAYS—Meesrs. Broderick, Brown, Chandler, Douglas, 
Fitch, Green, Hamlin, Houston, Iverson, John: on of Ten 





|| nessee, Kennedy, Mallory, Polk, Simmons, Thomson of 


New Jersey, Trumbull, Wade, and Wilson—18. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The business now 


propriations for sundry civil expenses of Gov- 
ernment for the year ending the 30th of June, 
1859. 


'| tion I ask for the yeas and nays. 
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order, as a matter of course; everything prior to | 


I think it would be a disgrace to the coun- | 
try, after the report that came from the Commit- | 
tee on Foreign Relations this morning, if we were | 
If Congress adjourns, with that ques- | 


she will, in the course which she has adopted, we | 

leave the Government without any means of as- | 

serting the rights and the honor of the rene 
’ 


after receiving that report, looks to me as an utter | 


propriation bill until to-morrow morning, and let | 


patrick, Foot, Foster, Hale, Harlan, Hunter, Johnson of || Treasury will take the best boat, if the 


Mr. SEWARD. I move to postpone the con- 


sideration of that bill and all prior orders, and take || thorized to offer it by any committee. 
||} up the river and harbor bills; and on that mo- || 
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| The yeas and nays were ordered; and, being 

taken, resulted—yeas 17, nays 32; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Broderick, Chandler, Dixon, Doug- 

las, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Hale, Hamlin, Harlan, King, 
Seward, Simmons, Stuart, Wade, and Wilson—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bigler, Bright, Brown, Clay, 
Clingman, Collamer, Crittenden, Davis, Fitch, Fitzpatrick, 
Green, Gwin, Hayne, Houston, Hunter, Iverson, Joinson 
of Arkansas, Johnson of Tennessee, Jones, Kennedy, Mal- 
lory, Mason, Pearce, Polk, Pugh, Rice, Slidell, Toombs, 
and Wright—2. 


|| So the motion was not agreed to. 
Mr. SEWARD. I am going to vote for the || 


Mr. GREEN. I move to postpone the appro- . 
priation bill, in order to take up the bill (S. No. 
120) for the relief of David Myerle. It isa case 
of very great hardship. The bill has passed the 


him in considering the Senator from Virginia, in || House of Representatives three times, and has 
an unqualified sense, a nuisance. [Laughter.] | 
My object is to go with him in postponing the || passed both Houses during the same Congress; 
Private Calendar for the purpose of taking up the || and as this is the day ordinarily set apart for the 


passed the Senate three times, but never has 


|| consideration of private claims, I think we ought 
| to give them somelittle attention. I do not appre- 
'| hend any difficulty in the passage of the appro- 
|| priation bills, but I do thin that justice demands 
|| a fair consideration of claimants’ cases. It has 
|| been gravely proposed in the Senate to prolong 
|| the session in order to get time to vote a bount 

|| in the shape of lands. I think it would be much 
|| better to take time to consider the just demands 
| of our creditors. We had better be just before we 
|| undertake to be generous; and I therefore think 
|| that this bill ought to be considered. True, it 
|| may not have claims over other bills; but if we 
|| cannot take them in gross we must take them in 
| detail, and I therefore submit that motion. [** Oh, 
|| no!’’] It is suggested to me that it may be called 
| up during some morning hour; and that being the 
|| case, | withdraw the motion. 


1} CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


| The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 

| proceeded to consider the bill (AH. R. No. 200) 

|| making appropriations for sundry civil expenses 

| of Government for the year ending 30th of June, 
1859. 

| The first amendment of the Committee on Fi- 
nance was to add the following proviso to the 
clause appropriating for the coast survey: 


Provided, That officers and men of the Army and Navy, 
when employed on coast-survey service which, in the judg- 
| ment of the Secretary of the Treasury, causes unusual ex- 
pense, nay receive suzh reasonable allowance, in addition 
|| to their regular compensation, as the Secretary may direct: 
|| nd provided, further, That the allowance for extra subsist- 
ence to the assistant in charge of the Coast Survey office 
shall not exceed the sum authorized by the regulation of the 
Treasury Department of the 14th of January, 1850 ; and that 
|| the allowance for extra subsistence to officers, when de- 

tached from the main party, shall not exceed the sum au- 
| authorized by the Treasury regulation of May 11, 1844. 


The amendment was agreed to. 





| 


The next amendment of the committee was in 

|| line eighty-two, to strike out ** Holmes’s”’ and 

| insert ** the best,’’ so as to make the clause read: 
For the purchase of the best life-boat, &c. 


|| Mr. HUNTER. The committee instructed me 
|| to report this amendment. Afterwards it was 
reconsidered, and | believe a majority agreed to 
withdraw it. I was not in that majority. | wish 
|| the lines read as they are in the House bill: 

The Secretary read as follows: 

* For the purchase of * Holmes’s life-boat,’ to be placed at 
each of the twenty-eight life-saving stations on the coast of 
| New Jersey, $6,440. ”” 

Mr. HUNTER. I understand, owing to that 
reconsideration, the majority of the Committee on 
|| Finance are in favor of voting down this amend- 
| ment. I confess I incline to it. Ido not think we 
| oughi to adopt any special legislation of this kind; 

we ought not to legislate for individuals in this 
| way. I take it for granted the Secretary of the 
wer of 

selection be giventohim. But Ll leave the matter 
with the Senate; I will not debate it. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. Do I not understand that 
this amendment is withdrawn? 
Mr. HUNTER, I understood the committee 
| reconsidered it. 
| Mr. FESSENDEN. Then it is not to be voted 








in order is the bill (H. R. No. 200) making: ap- || on, I 7 ose ? 


| Mr. POLK. I offer it. 


| The VICE PRESIDENT. The amendment 
| is before the Senate. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. The Senator is not au- 


Mr. POLK. 1 suggest that when the Finance 
| Committee have brought in their report, and it is 


eve wee 
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understood that they offer certain amendments, 
it is not fair to announce to us, after the bill is 
called up, that those amendments are withdrawn ? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair would 
state to the Senator from Maine that this amend- 
ment which the Senator from Missouri renews in 
case it be withdrawn by the committee, is not for 
an additional appropriation, but simply to change 
a word in the Shans; the appropriation remaining 
as it was before. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I hope the amendment 
willnotbe made. Ido not know that the Senator 
from Missouri proposes to give any reasons for 
his suggestion. If he dees, 1 should like to hear 
them, because I may wish to have the privilege 
of answering them. 

Mr. POLK. I donot propose to give any rea- 
son beyond this: that Ido not want the bill to say 
that Mr. Holmes’s life-boat shall be taken rather 
than anybody else’s life-boat. Let it be the best 
life-boat. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I will state the reasons 
that influenced the majority of the committee, and 
they were perfectly satisfactory to me. The pro- 
vision was moved in the House of Representatives 
by a member from New Jersey. My attention 
was attracted to his speech. I read it, and read 
it carefully. It was a speech so perfectly satis- 
factory to the House of Representatives that this 
clause,as he proposed it, should be inserted, that 
it was inserted, I believe, withoutadivision. The 
arguments he gave—they have now passed from | 
me—were satisfactory tome. The outline of it 
was that it had been ascertained satisfactorily by 
everybody connected with this service, those not 
interested at ali in the boat, that this was the best 
life-boat unquestionably, and the only one that 
would answer the purpose. Not only that, but 
we understood that the boat had been here; it had 
been under examination by the officers connected 
with the Department, and they unanimously rec- 
ommended it as the best for the purpose. 

Now, the objection to inserting ‘‘ the best,’’ 
instead of ** Holmes’s,”’ is, thatthe moment you 
do it, experience has shown there will be a rush 
on the Department by other people who have 
other boats; the matter will be delayed; there will 
be representations and misrepresentations; it will 
occasion a contest; and the result may be great 
embarrassment to the Department, and also to 
protract the thing itself, so that the boats will not 
be obtained so soon as they ought to be, and the 
question settled. This reasoning was satisfactory 
to the committee; it was perfectly satisfactory to 
the House of Representatives. | know nothing 
about itexcept what [I heard there. I hope the 
Senate will disagree to the amendment proposed 
by the Senator from Missouri. It is a peculiar 
case. Asageneral rule | would not agree to such 
a provision; but if you open this matter to com- 
petition you will do injury to the service which 
1s of great importance on that shore. | am per- 
fectly indifferent to it, except, as I believe, the 
publicinterest would be much better subserved by 
not making the amendment proposed by the Sen- 
ator from Missouri. 

Mr. POLK. The reasons the Senator offers 
are not at all satisfactory to my mind. If it be 
true that this boat is the best boat, there will be 
no difficulty about its being taken. I will state the 
objection Lhave to the provision. I suppose this 
boat has something peculiar about it, some new 
arrangement; but ifto-morrow another man should 
offer a model decidedly better, it could not be taken 
if you confine the Department to this one boat. 
In other words, we are not at liberty to have the 
best boat that may be offered under this clause, 
for we must take Mr. Holmes’s boat. Iam not 
willing to give any such advantage to Mr. Holmes 
or any other individual citizen, What is the dif- 
ficulty, if the proper officers have already determ- 


ined that this is the beet boat, in their adhering 
to that determination? 


be put on me to select for them. 
, totally incompetent to determine. 


| tent as the Committee on Finance to do it. 
lieve they have not examined the subject more 
than [ have. They may have had ez parte rep- 
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re 








rather the selection wasmade bythem. There is 
no political influence operating on them. There | 
is no personal importunity. There is no political | 
influence brought to bear to press the claims of | 
individuals, and warp the judgment of the head | 
of the Department! I have no idea of troubling | 
the Secretary with it, if it can be avoided. I defer | 
very much to the opinion of committees when 
they have matured a subject and thoroughly in- | 
vestigated it; and I am prepared to vote upon the 
judgment and finding of the committee in prefer- 
ence to leaving the matter open to competition, 
and the judgment of one single man controlled b 
the influences by which he may be surrounded. 

Mr. THOMSON, of New Jersey. In regard 
to this life-boat of Mr. Holmes, there is a very 
considerable difference of opinion, I find, existing 
amongst those persons who will be called upon to 
make use of it. I think it is but fair that those 
brave men upon the New Jersey coast, who are 
in the habit of boarding Ships when stranded and 
in danger, should at least have an opportunity of 
being consulted as to the best kind of boat for that 
purpose. I know myself, from having been upon 
the shore, that they have a perfect abhorrence of 
the iron boat which has been furnished at very 
great expense by the Government, and they pre- 
fer the cedar-built boat which they are in the habit 
of using every day of their lives in going out to 
the fishing banks. I believe that is the best kind 
of boat, and I do hope that you will leave the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury at liberty to consult these 
surfmen in regard to the best boat to’ be used on 
the New Jersey coast. I think it is very likely 
that the Holmes boat may be a very good boat. 
She upsets very easily I believe, and she rights 
very easily; but these fishermen prefer a boat that 
will not upset so easily. I hope that the word 
** Holmes” will be stricken out, 

Mr. TOOMBS. I think this objection is very 
well taken. There can be no reason in the world 
why the committee of the Senate, or the Senate 
itself, should determine the particular boat to be 
taken. ‘This is a class of legislation that always 
leads to abuse, and is without responsibjlity. I 
presume there is no gentleman on the committee 
who knowsanything more about the Holmes boat 
than I do. I do not suppose the honorable chair- 
man would know itif he was to see it to-morrow. 
This action is based on representations made. 
We have not called all the boatmen here to de- 
termine which is the best, but we get the repre- 
sentations of an interested party with a patent. 
Is not any executive officer of the Government a | 
better judge of what will be the best boat of all 
the boats submitted to him than you and J, sir, 
and all the Senators who are before me? Nine 
times out of ten it is a job, and nobody takes an 
interest in it but the man himself, who comes here 








or gets somebody to make representations for his || 
| benefit to mislead gentlemen in Congress. I rec- 


ollect that a few years ago we passed a law by | 
which certain patentees made a fortune, tequiring 
that every steamboat should have Francis’s life- 
boat, as if that was the only life-boat that would 
answer the purpose, and when that was done they 
charged what they pleased, and compelled the | 
steamboat owners to pay it. As properly stated | 


| by the Senator from Missouri, you exclude com- 


petition if there should be a better boat. 
1 think, too, with the honorable Senator from | 


save life in these boats, and use them, ought to 
be consulted to some extent, and it ought not to 
I admit I am 

Then why 
should I determine it? I believe 1 am as compe- 
I be- 


resentations, but that is all they possibly could 
have. Are we to put this clause in without know- 


|| ing anything about it? We must trust to the Ex- 


Mr. HOUSTON. A selectionisto be made of | ecutive Departments, and if they abuse the trust 
the best life-boat which can be obtained for secu- |, we shall have somebody to hold responsible. But 


rity of life. 
gating the subject, 
much to the opinion of the committee who have i| 


| New Jersey, that the hardy men who go out to 


For my own part, without investi- | if we do it ourselves nobody is responsible; the job 
am disposed to defer very | iscompleted, the patentee makes money; but prob- 


ably life is sacrificed, and the object of Congress 


had the matter before them, and I am ready to } is defeated. 


sanction their judgment. I wish to burden the || 


Departments as little as possible with contracts. || thi 


Mr. POLK. I should like to know one other | 


ng. If there is any gentleman here in favor of | 


They are overwhelmed with duties; they have | Holmes’s life-boat, I ask him to tell me whether 


not 
sv thoroughly as the committee. 


an opportunity to investigate the subject | there is a patent. | 
1 would much | 


Mr. TOOMBS. No doubt of it. 


| Mr. POLK. If there is, Senators can see at 
| once that it is a monopoly to this man, who, as 
| the Senator from Georgia says, can charge what 
| he pleases. , 

Mr. TOOMBS. I have no knowledge of it, | 

| never heard of it before; but I have not the least 
| doubt that the only reason it is here is because jt 
| is patented. 
r. POLK. I understand the Senator from 
New Jersey to state that the men on the Jersey 
coast, who are engaged in this business, do not 
want to be confined to this life-boat. 

Mr. THOMSON, of New Jersey. They have 
| never been consulted, and donot know anything 
| about Mr. Holmes’s boat. 

Mr. POLK. The judgment of such practica} 
men, at least to me, is the best criterion to be ap- 
plied to such cases. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Ido not know whether 
| it is patented or not; certainly it is not a ver 
eye monopoly, for this is confined to twenty. 
eight boats; but, as I stated before, I have not the 
slightest feeling about this matter. I am surprised 
_at the remarks of the Senator from New Jersey, 
| because I understood from the statements made 
| in the other House, that this boat was universally 
| approved by the surfmen. This boat, itself, is 
made of ier I understood that they did not 
| like the present boat, and did like this. I leave 
| him, however, to settle that matter with his col- 
leagues and constituents. I only say, asI said 
before, I do not care a sixpence, except in refer- 
| ence to the public service, whether it is taken or 
| not. 
| Mr. HUNTER. Lam of the same opinion | 
was originally, that Holmes’s name ought to be 
stricken out, and we ought to leave it to the De- 
partment to select the best boat. 

Mr. DAVIS. A few years ago we believed— 
and I am rather inclined still to believe—that the 
| metallic life-boat was the best surf-boat. If we 
were in error then, I think it is a very fair infer- 
ence ihat we are likely to be in error now. Then 
it was provided that the metallic life-boat should 
be used upon steamboats. It seemed to be over- 
|looked when it passed Congress, if that was a 

atent, that it gave a monopoly to the patentee. 

t was also probably not seen that he had not the 
ability to furnish one of his life-boats for every 
steamboat that was required, under the law, to 
carry one. Here it is true the number is limited. 
But I waive ail questions, and suppose that this 
is the best boat; let us grant that the committee 
| of the House of Representatives have ascertained 
| that Holmes’s life-boat is the best boat for the 
urpose; it does not follow that it will be the best 
| boat to-morrow. If it is the best boat to-day, it 
| is because something has been found now which 
|is better than that which we had two or three 
| years ago; and why shall we not have ahother in 
| the course of two or three years hence, better than 
|this? Why may there not be a better to-day, 
| unknown to the committee, supposing this to be 
| 











| the best known to them at this time? I think it 
wrong to insert the word ‘* Holmes’s;’’ I think 
it wrong to insert the word ‘* best;”’ and, but for 
the fact that no one had alluded to that, I should 
| not have risen at all. The insertion of the word 
| ** best,” will give the party a right to claim of the 
Secretary of the Navy that he shall decide mens 
all life-boats by some process which is considere 

best, and that he shall award the contract to the 
man who brings that boat. As a measure of 
| economy, I would not subject the Department to 
the eye nn of being driven to the purchase from 





some one who may be able to establish even that; 
but striking out the name of the patentee, and 
striking out the adjective, ‘* best;’’ to give the 
appropriation to buy life-boats, will, I suppose, 
answer the purpose. 
As for myself, | am against this whole thing. 
I do not believe it is part of the duty of the Gov- 
ernment to establish stations along the coast, any 
more than it is a part of the duty of the Govern- 
ment to follow particular stage routes and pick up 
ssengers crippled by the upsetting of the stage. 
tis a subject over which I do not sink the Gen- 
eral Government ever had legitimate charge. Men 
incur hazards who go tosea. They incur hazards 
if they go on railroads or stage coaches, or upon 
ariver; and the hazards of navigating some of our 
western rivers are probably as great as those of 
Why, then, shall 


navigating the coast of Jersey. 
along those rivers to 


you not establish stations 
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pick up people from boats which are snagged ,or | The Secretary read, as follows: 


persons who are crippled by explosions, by which 
sometimes large numbers of lives are lost? | 

Mr. MALLORY. It is eminently proper to 
strike out the word “ Holmes’s.’’ This life-boat is | 
an improvement upon the ordinary metallic boat | 
—a very great improvement. 

Mr. DAVIS. 8 ita metallic boat? 

Mr. MALLORY. No; it is a cedar boat—an | 
improvement on the metallic boat. It requires | 
less force to propel it through the water. Life- 
boats are required for various purposes; and for 
some purposes it would be perhaps the best boat | 
we now have; for others, it would be entirely use- 
less; for example, on the deck of a ship as a 
buoyant boat to float passengers off. It perhaps 
has more power than any boat which has been 
invented; but others will improve upon that. It 
is a novel model—one that has been thoroughly 
examined; and itis here. It possesses these qual- 
ities in @ — eminent degree. But, as for the 
power of pulling off to a stranded ship against 
the wind, (for the wind is always against the boat 
or the ship would not be there,) I contend it has 
nosuch power. It would be perfectly impossible 
for human nature to propel such a boat as the 
Holmes boat from the shore to a stranded ship, 
unless you haul it by a line. 

Apart from the general impropriety of legislat- 
ing for a particular man, we know that these things 
are undergoing improvement every hour; and if 
you leave this open to all enterprising young men 
engaged in these researches, you will hold out here 
a bonus to them to improve on this very boat, and 
you may get a better one; you will hold out an 
incentive to the inventor himself to improve on 
the boat he has already exhibited. 

Now, in response to the remarks of the Senator 
from Mississippi, I will say that the metallic 
boats are in many respects utter failures. For 
example, on the part of the coast which I repre- 
sent—some two hundred and fifty miles—perhaps 
more strandings of vessels occur, and more disas- 
ters to ships, than on any other portion of the coast 
of the United States. Two metallic boats have 
been stationed there for the last ten years, and 
they have never yet been used for any purpose | 
of wreck. It would be impossible; you cannot 
put men enough in either of those boats to get 
them off to a wreck in case of storm. A house 
has been built for them, and they are there at the | 
public expense; and when they have rotted out 
two more will be supplied, because the construct- 
ors and patentees of these boats are always | 
around the Halls of Congress watching where 
boats are wanted for particular spots, and indu- | 
cing these appropriations. The provision in the | 
law as to metallic boats originated with the in- | 
ventor, and not with the wants of commerce. The 
only life-boat which, upon stormy coasts, is used 
by practical wreckers when they go off to ships, 
is the smallest and lightest possible cedar boat | 
that can be built, not over ten or twelve feet long. 
Only with a small body of that kind can you ap- 
proach a vessel against the wind. These boats 
are entirely useless unless for floating. With the 
method of going off to wrecks, as I understand it, 
on the coast of New Jersey—that is, throwing | 
from the shore a shell over the ship, attached to 
a line, by which a hawser is hauled off shore and 
the boat hauled off—Holmes’s life-boat may be 
the very best for that particular modus operandi; 
but if you leave out the word ‘* Holmes,’’ he will 
probably improve on this himself. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the Finance Commit- | 
tee was, after line one hundred and thirteen, to 
insert: 


For making the surveys of the confirmed private land 
claims in California, the surveyor general is hereby author- 
ized to pay such sum as he may deem reasonable, accord- 
ing to the circumstances connected with each case, not ex- 
ceeding at the rate of twenty-five dollars for each mile of 
the boundary lines of any claim, and also for such lines as 
may necessarily be run and marked or measured, in order 
to connect the lines of such claim with those of the adja- 
cent public surveys. 
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Generat Lanp Orrice, pril 13, 1858. 
Sir: "9 *  * ‘The memorialists also think 
the present rates for the survey of “ private land claims” 
wholly insufficient, they representing that in the discharge 


| of their duties they are frequently compelled to take testi- 


mony, occupying time, whilst their expenses are accumu- 
lating. ‘They therefore ask, in consideration of the reasons 
thus assigned, that the present rates for surveying “ private 
land claims”? may be increased, and that they be paid for their 
service as soon as the work has been approved by the sur- 
veyor general and the General Land Office, notwithstanding 
a controversy may arise about the boundaries designated by 
those surveys, Or a protest entered by an adverse claimant. 

After a careful consideration of this question respecting the 
surveys of ‘ private land claims,”’ and in view of the diffi- 
culties encountered in this branch of the surveying service, 
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and the importance of securing skillful and faithful depu- | 
ties, I am of opinion that the maximum of rate allowed by | 
law should be increased, leaving it to the surveyor general 
to adjust the compensation within that maximum to the 
difficulties of the survey; and, with your approbation, I 
recommend a relaxation of the rule, so as to allow payment 
when the work is approved by the surveyor general, and he 
sends a certified account, without awaiting adjustment un- 
der an appeal or protest entered by an adverse claimant. 
* In respect to the rule of this office (reply herewith) for- 
bidding deputies#rom receiving compensation from the party 
interested in the survey, I have to say that such practice is 
deemed wholly incompatible with what the Government 
requires from all its officers in the discharge of their public 
duties—freedom from bias and from the temptations pre- 
sented by the exercise of such a privilege. 

From a careful consideration of the reasons offered by the 
deputies, in the memorial in favor of an increase of the price | 


for surveying private land claims in California, I incline 
to the opinion, and therefore recommend, that the present 
rate be increased to twenty-five dollars per mile, which will | 
include a maximum rate amply sufficient to afford a generous 
remuneration to the deputies, including all incidental ex- 
penses, and thus secure the service of the most skillful and 
experienced deputies, an object so much to be desired in the | 
survey of private land claims, and a relaxation of the rule as | 
to payment for approved surveys when conflicts exist, as 
hereinbefore suggested. 
I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
THOMAS A. HENDRICKS, 
Commissioner. 
Hon. Jacosn Tuompson, Secretary of the Interior. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Wasuineton, May 10, 1858. 

Sir: I concur in the opinions expressed in your report 
of the 13th ultimo, upon the memorial from certain deputy 
surveyors in California, which was submitted to this De- 
partment on the 3d of March, through Hon. W. M. Gwin. 
* * * Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. THOMPSON, Secretary. 
To the Commissioner of the General Land Office. 

Mr. BRODERICK. I am not aware that it is 
more difficult to make surveys in California than 
in any other State. I find that there is an appro- 
priation of $100,000 already in this bill, in this 
clause: 

* For surveying the public lands and private land claims 
in California, including office expenses incident to the sur- 
vey of claims, and to be disbursed at the rates prescribed by 
law for the different kinds of work, $100,000.” 

I would ask my aolieages how that money is to 
be expended; if it is to be given to the surveyor 
general to expend without making any returns to 
the General Land Office? { 

Mr. GWIN. Certainly not. It is for surveying 
public lands and private land claims. An appro- 
priation has been made in the same terms since 
the first time the surveys commenced. This is 
the ordinary appropriation made for every sur- 
veyor general in every land district of the United 
States for surveying public lands and private land 








Mr. BRODERICK. I ask the honorable chair- 
man of the Finance Committee what this amend- 
ment is for? 

Mr.GWIN. I can answer the Senator by the 
reading of a letter from the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, whose recommendation I 
hold in my hand, approved by the Secretary of 
the Interior. I send it to the Secretary to be read. 
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claims, all of which is done under the instructions 
of the Commissioner of the General Land Office. 
So far as this particular amendment is concerned, | 
1 will observe that such a provision was recom- | 
mended by the former surveyor general and has 
been recommended by the present surveyor gen- 
eral. It was brought by me before the Senate, at | 





the last session, as soon as I took my seat here. 
The necessity for it arises partly from the fact | 
that the expenses of fitting out a party to survey 
| private land claims is as great, perhaps, as it is to | 
run township lines and section lines. They are 
frequently detained a great while. They have to | 
run along meandering streams. If mines are dis- | 
covered, it takes additional trouble. They have 
| to take testimony as to the boundaries of private | 
| land claims in some cases. It has been ascertained | 
that the prices allowed by the present law for | 
the public surveys precludes deputies of capacity 
from undertaking this service; and heretofore pri- | 
vate claimants, in order to have their lands sepa- | 
rated from the public lands, have been in the habit 
of paying a compensation which would justify the | 
deputy surveyors in undertaking the survey of | 
those claims in addition to their pay from Gov- 
ernment. The result has been dissatisfaction, 
arising from an apprehension that deputy survey- 
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ors receiving compensation from private owners 
of lands might be biased so as to run lines in a 
manner that might be prejudicial to the public in- 
terest. It is considered better that there should 
be sufficient compensation given by Congress to 
prevent any suspicion from arising in the public 
mind that deputy surveyors could be influenced 
in these matters by any other consideration than 
their duty to the Senweunat and to the people. 
It has been the practice, from the time we ac- 
|| quired territory in Louisiana up to this hour, to 
|| survey the private land claims cenfirmed by the 
|| Government, when the title is finally decided, and 
| the United States have always paid the expense 
|| of such surveys, and not put it on the claimants, 
The appropriation of $100,000 is to be used by the 
surveyor general in surveying public lands and 
private land claims in California. This amend- 
ment does not increase the appropriation at all, 
it merely directs the rate at which a portion of the 
service may be paid for. Heretofore, until within 
the last few years, the appropriation has been 
$300,000. 

Mr. BRODERICK. 
ditional ear 





I am opposed to the ad- 
I cannot see that it is 
required. The surveyors in California are very 
well paid. I never heard any complaint before 
that they were not well paid. I have known sur- 
veyors there to make a very large sum of money. 
One surveyor, I recollect, made some $40,000 out 
of seven months’ work, undera contract with the 
former surveyor general, Mr. Hays. I hope this 
additional appropriation will not be made. 
Mr.GWIN. This is asked for by every dep- 
uty apres in California, by the surveyor gen- 
eral, by the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office—who is very close about such matters— 
and by the Secretary of the Interior. 1 am perfect- 
ly satisfied that it will aid in separating the private 
land claims from the public lands in California, 
and therefore be beneficial. But for this, 1 should 
not have asked for it, because I do not want any- 
thing appropriated for California that is not neces- 
sary. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. I was opposed to this 
amendment, as a member of the Committee on 
Finance, because I was not satisfied, from any 
evidence I saw, that it was expedient to put it in 
the bill; and since I find that the two Senators 
from California disagree upon the subject, cer- 
tainly there is additional ground to doubt its ex- 
pediency. The Senate will recollect that, at this 
very session, we have been called upon to pay 
$250,000 which the surveyor general of Califor- 
nia had spent, without authority of law, over and 
above the amount that was appropriated by Con- 
gress for surveys there. That item was put in 
the deficiency bill, and we paid the money. The 
argument was, that obligations had been incurred, 
that the money was due to honest men, who had 
ragga the service, and that we must pay it. 
ow what appears? The bill appropriates 
— for this service generally in California. 
he rate, as I understand, is fixed by law at fif- 
teen dollars a mile, for good and bad as it comes, 
hard and easy; and this has been found to be suf- 
ficient. There has been no complaint, that I have 
ever heard of, that it was not a sufficient allow- 
ance. This proposition is to allow the surveyor 
general of California, at his discretion, to pa 
twenty-five dollars a mile, instead of fifteen dol- 
lars, for these private surveys. Every one can 
see that, that being so, it abstracts just so much 
from the amount of the appropriation for public 
surveys, and consequently from the service to be 
performed. On what is this founded? Repre- 
sentations of the deputy surveyors themselves 
that they ought to have more pay; and on these 


| representations and their petition, urged and 


backed up by the senior Senator from California, 
| the Commissioner of the General Land Office says 
he inclines to the opinion—that is his expression 
—that the price had better be enlarged; and then 
| the Secretary of the Interior adds a letter that he 
| sustains the inclination of opinion of the Com- 
| missioner. Of course, he knows nothing about it, 
| except from the statements of the Commissioner. 

That being so, and the junior Senator from Cal- 
| ifornia stating that there is no greater difficulty, 
| as a general rule, in running lines in California 
| than anywhere else, there does not seem to me 
to be any good reason for us, on such loose dec- 
larations, to increase this allowance to nearly 
double the usual amount for running out the pri- 
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vate claims. If the gentlemen employed in this | 


service are all so honest and upright, such men 

of integrity as we are told they are, | see no very 

great difficulty in allowing, if it is necessary, 

the private claimants to pay part of the expense. 

It is always the case between individuals, that 

such expense is shared,and I do not believe any 

very great harm would come, in individual cases, 

in allowing that to be done still. 1 was opposed 

to the item originally, because I did not see any 

sufficient evidence on which to sustain it; and I | 
am still more opposed to it when J find that the 
two Senators from California differ entirely as to 
its necessity. It is only putting ourselves in the 
same position again to spend more money, and 
to be called on to make up deficiencies in Califor- 
nia at a very large rate. 

Mr. GWIN. The Senator from Maine inti- 
mates that it is by my importunities that this rec- 
ommendation has come before the Senate, and 
that it is on no other recommendation than that 
of the deputy surveyors. Why, sir, if he had 
paid some attention to the discussion that took 

lace here before, and if he had also looked at the 

istory of the legislation of the last Congress, he 
would have seen that this proposition was advo- 
cated by the past and present surveyor general. 
It was vedas 
morial of the last surveyor general, during the 
last session of Congress. A bill was then intro- 
duced by me and referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands, increasing this compensation. It 
was submitted to the Commissioner of the Gen- 


eral Land Office, and the Secretary of the Interior, | ful by the proper officers, to allow additional com- 


pensation if it is reeregg* Ane do so, for surveying | 
e wantto get them en- | 


and they reported against it; but aftera thorough 
examination, subsequently, into the question, 


they have now recommended it; the very thing | 


they reported against last year. ‘The cause of its 
coming up now, and being here prominent, origin- 
ates from the fact that the-late Attorney General, 
Mr. Cushing, when he went out of office dismissed 
a vast number of the appeals in private land claim 
eases. The whole object is to give a discretion 
to the surveyor general, so that he can have those 
claims summarily surveyed, so as to separate 
them from the public lands, and have them pa- 
tented at once; for there is nothing that has in- 
flicted greater injury on the people of California 
than the want of knowledge of the line of the pri- 
vate land claims, and the sooner they are patented 
the better for the whole country. My object is 
to give this discretion simply on the recommend- 
ation of all the proper officers. My knowledge | 
of the subject is entirely derived from the inform- 
ation I have received from those officers. 

Mr. BRODERICK. Fifteen dollars a mile, I 
believe, has been allowed to surveyors in Cali- | 
fornia, for the lastfive years, for all surveys made. 
The price of living is much lower now than it was 
four or five years since—I think seventy-five per 
cent. lower, We live in California now as cheap 
as we can live here. I find everything here as 
high as 1 found it in California before I left; and 


I can see no necessity for appropriating an addi- | 


tional sum for the purpose of paying surveyors 
there. You will find plenty of them there willing 


to work for the amount provided in the law, with- || 


out this additional allowance now proposed to be 
made. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I find thatthe original bill, 


as it came from the House of Representatives, | 


contains an appropriation of $100,000 for survey- 
ing the public and private land claims in Califor- 
nia, which is the precise amount of the estimate 
from the Department. The letter of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, transmitting the estimates of ap- 
propriations required for the service of the fiscal | 
year ending June 30, 1859, recommends an ap- 
propriation of $100,000 for this purpose, and that | 
is the precise sum which is embraced in the ori- | 
ginal bill, without this amendment. It seems that 
the Commissioner of Public Lands, and the Secre- | 
tary of the Interior, when they made out their esti- | 
mates, did not consider that anything more was 
necessary. The original bill provides the amount 
they estimated; and I do not see why this dis- | 
eretionary power should now be given to the sur- | 
veyor general in California, to pay a larger | 
amount than was asked for in the estimates of 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
founded, of course, upon information derived from 
the officers in California. I do not think there is 
anything in the conduct of the surveyor general 
whom we have had in California, who has run | 





t before the Senate by me on a me- | 











1 


the Government in debt more than two hundred 


thousand dollars, without authority, that should 
particularly commend him to the favorable con- 
sideration of Congress, or require a special act 
giving him a discretion in the disbursement of 
money. I am opposed to the amendment, and 
I hope it will not prevail. 


_of any person but those who have private land 
| claims in California, which have been dismissed 
from the Supreme Court of the United States. 


|, They want those claims separated from the public 


domain, and it has been decided by the Secretary 


| from their own private means to separate their 
| lands from the public lands, define their bounda- 
| ries, and get their patents. The question is sim- 
| ply whether or not the surveyor general can em- 
ploy competent surveyors to survey the private 
and claims at the present prices. If so, he will 
| not exceed them. The experience of both the 
| surveyors general, the past and the present oneg 
is thatthey cannot. They have therefore employed 
| deputy surveyors at increased rates to survey 
these claims, and up to this time they have been 
surveyed principally in that way. It is now de- 
termined by the Secretary of the Interior, and for 
good reasons, that they shall be paid only by the 
Government of the United States, in order that 
they shall be entirely free from any bias by get- 
| ting compensation from*private claimants. The 
only object in asking this authority is to give that 
| kind of discretion which is considered to be need - 


| 
| 
| 


the private land claims. 
tirely out of controversy,and have patents issued 
| for them as rapidly as possible. NS far as lam 
| concerned, | am perfectly confident that the power 
asked for will not be abused; and I believe it will 


facilitate the surveying of the private land claims, | 


and their being patented by the General Govern- 
ment. 

Mr. BRODERICK. My colleague need have 
no fears about the surveyors receiving compensa- 
tion from the owners of private land claims. That 
will be a matter between the private owners and 

| the surveyors; the Government will not find out 
| anything aboutit. If these Jand owners are anx- 
ious to have their surveys made, they can com- 
pensate the surveyors and it can be a matter of 
business between them and the surveyor, and no 
one else will know anything about it. I hope this 
appropriation will not be made. 

he amendment was rejected. 

The next amendment of the finance committee 
was to strike out the lines one hundred and twenty- 
five, one hundred and twenty-six, and one hun- 
dred and twenty seven, in these words: 


** For continuing the survey of the base, meridian, cor- 
| rection parallels, township and section lines, in the Terri- 
tory of Utah, at augmented rates, $15,000.” 


| ‘The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was to strike out from the 
item for the collection of agricultural statistics, 
&c., the following proviso: 

* And provided also, That no salary or compensation to 
any person for services in collecting or distributing seeds, 


| cuttings, and so forth, shall be paid out of this appropria- 
tion.”? 


Mr. PUGH. 


I should like to ask the chair- 


| man of the Committee on Finance why this pro- 


viso should be stricken out? I should think it 
was quite enough for us to buy all these seeds and 
| cuttings, without having officers salaried for the 
| purpose of collecting and distributing them. 
-Mr. HUNTER. If you keepin the appropri- 
| ation for collecting seeds and distributing them, 
| you must have somebody to distribute them or 
they will accumulate in the Patent Office. 
| Mr. PUGH. It was supposed there were per- 
sons enough employed in the Patent Office to do 
this business. 

Mr. HUNTER. If the Senator can prove that, 
then there would be no necessity for striking out 
the proviso. I have no objection to striking out 
the whole appropriation. : 

Mr. ALLIEN . For several years I was chair- 
man of the Committee on Agriculture of the Sen- 
ate; and I had frequent occasion to consult with 
Mr. Browne, who has care of this department in 
the Patent Office. I certainly think he requires 
great aid to distribute the various seeds and plants 

| committed to his care. If we get the seeds there, 


Mr. GWIN. It is not intended for the bene fit | 


of the Interior thatthey shall not contribute a cent | 


| 
| 
| 
} 
j 
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: one 
or they must rot in the Department. . : 


Mr. PUGH. I do not care much about the 
proviso; but | wish to know whether it would be 
in order for me to move to strike out the entire 
appropriation. [‘‘ Certainly.”’] If so, I move to 
strike out from the one hundred and forty-first 
to the one hundred and fifty-third lines of the bil] 
inclusive. , 

Mr. HUNTER. Ido not think the Senator 
wants to keep in the proviso, His object is to 
strike out the whole clause. 

Mr. PUGH. Let us take the question on the 
proviso, and then on striking out the whole 
clause. 

The amendment of the committee was agreed 
to. 

Mr. PUGH. I now move to strike out from 
lines one hundred and forty-one to one hundred 
and fifty-three, inclusive—in these words: 

‘For collection of agricultural statistics, investigations 
for promoting agriculture and rural economy, and the pro- 
curement of cuttings and seeds, $60,000: Provided, That 
it shall be the duty of the Commissioner of Patents to sub. 
mit to the Secretary of the Interior, at the commencement 
of each session of Congress, the invoiees of seeds and cut. 
tings purchased with the money hereby appropriated ; and 
also a statement of expenses in procuring agricultural sta- 
ustics, and incidental expenses in procuring seeds, cuttings, 
and information.” 

I only desire to say a word or two. If this 
is the day of economy, as we have heard so 
often in this Chamber, I should like to know on 
what pretext an appropriation of $60,000 can be 
vindicated for buying all this trash that is fur- 
nished us at every session. It takes up the time 
of members of Congress, it loads down the 
mails, it increases the expenses of the Govern- 
ment, not merely in the sum named, but in the 
inordinate appropriation for the service of the 
Post Office Department. There is no use in 
it; it is of no benefit to the public at large. Only 
a few persons at every post office get these seeds. 
In my judgment it is an extravagant waste of 
public money. I hope the Senate will strike it 
out; at all events, 1 demand the yeas and nays 
upon it. 

Mr. HUNTER. I quite concur with the Sen- 
ator from Ohio, and I will vote with him with 
pleasure. We acquiesced in the amendment be- 
cause we know it is popular in both Houses, and 
perhaps popular in the country. He will find 
that he will get very few votes for his motion; 
I will be one with him. I think there are even 
more mischievous results from the appropriation 
than those he mentions, but probably he will find 
this the strongest provision in the bill, 

Mr. GREEN. I shall be one of them. That 
will make three votes at least. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Put me in. 

Mr. GREEN. It is not only an expense, but 
it is a public injury. I received certain tobacco 
seed a few years ago, and I thought it would be 
accommodating a friend to send it to him. When 
I got home, the first word said by my old friend 
was, ‘‘ you have ruined my crop: I got your 
seed, I took it for granted, coming from the Pat- 
ent Office, it must be very fine; ut it in the 
bed, set out the plants, and it is all little stuff not 
worth a’sixpence.’’ He lost his whole crop. It 
was fine land, Missouri land, which is not Vir- 
ginia land. [{Laaghter.] I hope the appropria- 
tion will be stricken out. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I shall not vote with the 
gentlemen who announce their intention to strike 
out this appropriation. I think it one of the most 
useful in the bill. Iam not one of those who de- 
cline the little offices of duty to my constituency; 
I am anxious to distribute seeds, and to dissem- 
inate the best possible that I can obtain. Through- 
out the State which I represent—and it is not 
very circumscribed in its limits— persons are 
writing to me to obtain seeds, of various kinds, 
from the Patent Office of the United States; an- 
nouncing to me,in many instances, the excellent 
products they have had from those they have re- 
ceived on former occasions, and requiring others 
of a different character. They have husbanded 
those they have obtained, an 
among their neighbors; and their production has 
been very fine. 

In addition to that, persons living remote from 
the center, where we now are, have not an oppor- 
tunity of obtaining them through any other me- 
dium than the Government. The distribution of 


seeds, and transporting them, does not incur any 


distributed them ~ 
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additional expense to the Government. The ex- 


ense is only here. 
that is a matter for the contractors; and they 
would not agree to abate anything if that branch 
of agriculture were dispensed with. 
tracts for transporting the mail would be as great 
then as now, | have no doubt; so that, on that 
ground, there would be no saving. 


’ My honorable friend from Missouri says he | 


ruined a man’s crop; and, therefore, the seeds 
ought not to be distributed, and ought not to be 
collected, no matter how useful they may gener- 
ally be. 
some man, not understanding the character of the 
seed he received, or the culture of the plant, or 
the value of it when produced, thought he was 
ruined. No dovbt, if that man had known how 
to take care of that tobacco, how to cultivate it, 
he might have made a fortune by it. ‘There are 
some persons in eastern Texas | know that have 
this year om vast quantities of tobacco, and, 
‘doubtless, will sell it at two dollars a pound. It 
is the Cuba tobacco; and,I presume, that is Pic- 


scription not suited to the climate and latitude of || 


Missouri—it being a cold, northern climate; and 
the distribution of Cuba tobacco seed was a fail- 
ure in that section of country; but I have no doubt 
it succeeded in fifty instances where the climate 
was adapted to it. A man who reasons on the 
subject, knows that all descriptions of plants are 
not suited to every variety of climate. hat man 
ascertained by that experiment that the descrip- 
tion of seed he had received was not.suited to the 
climate of Missouri; but that does not prove that 
it was not suited to a southern climate. 

My opinion is, that we cannot expend this 
amount of money to greater advantage for the 
community at large in any other way we can in- 
vest it. At one time there was an attempt made 
here to put down the Patent Office report. Why, 
sir, not a day transpires that I do not get appli- 
cations not only from the State which I represent, 
but from different parts of the Union, for Patent 
Office reports, the agricultural part and the me- 
chanical part.* In different sections of the coun- 
try I find the people are anxious for their distribu- 
tion, so that I really think these two branches of 
expenditure are the most useful that are made in 
the country. For that reason, I shall vote against 
striking out this appropriation, believing as I do 


that the distribution of seeds and cuttings and | 


yams and various other things that are dissem- 
inated through the southern country, is the most 
beneficial use that can be made of the same amount 
of money, and the community are more largely 
benefited by it than by any other expenditure of 
the Government. I shall therefore vote against 
striking it out. 

Mr. BIGLER. Mr. President, our annual ex- 
penditures for the support of the Government, we 
are told here daily, are running up to sixty or 
seventy million dollars. Here is a small item for 
one of the most important branches of industry— 
$60,000 for the uses of agriculture. I do not pro- 
peas to inquire how far the distribution of seeds 
1as answered the purpose intended. I know that 
would be a subject of great controversy, for I am 
aware that there are serious complaints as to the 
administration of this department, and that impo- 
sitions have been practiced in the distribution 6f 


seed. But, sir, Ido not feel willing to strike down | 
this department, to refuse the appropriations, to | 


leave the machinery standing without the means 
of carrying it on. lfexperience has demonstrated 
that this department of the public service is un- 
necessary, that it has failed to accomplish theend 
designed, let us consider that question appropri- 
ately, and abolish the office and the officer; but I 
am not prepared to do that. I think the agricul- 
tural interests of this country are entitled to this 
small pittance, although it may not operate as 
satisfactorily as had been hoped. 


ascertained thatit was unnecessary or unsuccess- 


ful, to abolish this branch of the agricultural de- | 


partment; but I do not think it wise to withhold 
the appropriation while the machinery is allowed 


to exist. I shall vote to continue the appropriation. 
Mr. GREEN. The Senator from Pennsylvania 


is entirely mistaken, if he supposes there is any || taxes the mails to carry them; all of which isa i 
I know of || public injury, aad a public injury done in viola- | 


such department of the Government. 
none such. An agricultural department of this 
Government! When was it organized ? 


If they incumber the mails, | 


The con- | 


He gives a particular instance in which | 


tis | would very || 
willingly agree to a proper inquiry into this sub- | 
ject; to have it fully inquired into, and if it was | 





department. 

] ir.GREEN. What then? 

|| Mr. BIGLER. It belongs to the Patent Office. 
Mr. GREEN. Where is our right to establish 
|| a Patent Office? Because the Constitution says we 
|| have a right to give exclusive privileges to dis- 
|| Coverers and inventors of useful machines; and on 
|| that ground you undertake to establish an agri- 
cultural bureau! The proposition has been made 
in Congress time and again, but always voted 
down. I know how popular it is to pander toa 
popular sentiment, and to praise the farmers. 

Mr. BIGLER. Will the Senator allow me a 
moment? Is not this duty performed under a law? 
| Is it not a-duty required at the hands of the of- 
| ficers? I say the machinery exists. 

Mr. PUGH. This is the only law on the sub- 
ject. If we leave out the item, there will be no 
ion for it. 

Mr. GREEN. I say I am aware of the fact 
that politicians are apt to suppose that to flatter 
| the mechanics, the farmers, the ‘* mud sills,’’ will 
be very proper; but, sir, | want this Government 
confined to its legitimate purposes. It has the 
right to make property of that thing which, with- 
out law, would not be property; and that is tc 
| grant an exclusive right to the man who makesa 
discovery. By natural law it would be no prop- 
| erty. The moment he used it and another saw it, 
the latter could use it also; but by constitutional 
provision, and by the law of the land, his discov- 
| ery is made property. There is no other prop- 

erty inthe world made property by law. Under 
this guise, under this limited grant given to stim- 
ulate discovery and inventive genius, we are un- 
dertaking to build upan agricultural bureau, and 
| then to sustain it vote large appropriations out of 
the public fund collected of all the people, to do 
no good, and in violation of the Constitution. I 
know that Missouri is as much interested in agri- 
cultural production as any other State, in propor- 
| tion to population, and I know it is as much my 
| interest to flatter the people of Missouri as any- 
body else’s; but I will not vote the people of Mis- 
souri one dollar when I have not the right to do 
it. What right have I to furnish their seed-wheat, 
their seed-corn, and their seed for tobacco, and 
| for hemp and other productions? Is this Govern- 
|| ment to carry on a large farm, to furnish seed, 
| slips, and cuttings for garden plants, orchards, 
| and nurseries? When the association of States 
was formed, it was supposed to be a Government 
to conduct our foreign relations, and nothing in 


cific powers specified in the Federal Constitution. 
We are departing further and further from it every 
|| day, | am sorry to see; and we are appealed to 
because farmers are a popular class, and a meri- 
torious class; and we are appealed to on behalf 
of mechanics, because they, too, are meritorious. 

Sir, all classes of the community are merito- 
rious, and I trust I shall always find itin my heart 
to love them all alike, not to put one above an- 
other because it is a more numerous class, and 
will give more votes. They are allalike. Each 
performs his functions in the machinery of s0- 
| ciety. Each is entitled to honor according to the 
manner in which he discharges that duty. 
let individuals pursue their own avocations; let 
Government pursue its duty, and confine itself to 
the performance of that duty; and not buy seed to 
distribute, or buy machines to distribute. We 





the factories in the Northeast, as we have to buy 


horses to give to the stock raisers. 
parture from the object of the Government; it is 
a practical violation of the Constitution, which we 
| all ought to support. 

I know it is un ungracious task to expose these 
things; I know it is unpopular to say one word 


dering to a vitiated taste, lL want itto go. I will 
defend the truth as I understand it; because I know 








the man who does it. Why, sir, what good does 
| this seed do? None. Whatharm does it do? It 
loses crops; it taxes the public to buy them; it 


| tion of the Constitution. I know we havea right 


| reference to our internal relations except the spe- | 


| Mr. BIGLER. I did not say an agricultural || 


i 


GLOBE. | 


| the tendency of congressional action. 





_ meet 


special, specific power given in the Constitution; 
but that is to issue letters patent. 

It is time for us to castabout usand reflect upon 
Under a 
specific grant of power to particular men who 
make discoveries and who ought to be protected, 
and which makes property of that which, with- 
out law, would not be property, we have gone on 





| to extend the Patent Office until it is to bea com- 


mon almoner of the farmers and mechanics of the 
country. Of the Patent Office report this last 


| year—the last one I have seen, at least, for 1856— 


three fourths does not pertain to the Patent Office. 


_ [tis a long history of squirrels, of scorpions, of 
| bats, of vampires; and it, too, is a vampire, suck- 
_ing the blood of the Treasury. Why is this? 


Sut | 


have the same right to buy machines to give to 


seed to give to the farmers, and brood-cattle and | 
It is a de- | 


the people well enough to know there is honesty | 
in their heart that will respond to it, and sustain | 


| 


| 


What right have we to publish an essay upon 


| quadrupeds, birds, bats, and beasts? Is there any 


constitutional power to do it? It is a departure 
from the original purpose for which the Consti- 
tution was designed when it said Congress should 
have power to grant exclusive rights to inventors 
and discoverers. Some good suggestion may oc- 


_casionally occur in the Patent Office report, and 
| it would be very strange if it did not; but Eshould 


like for any Senator to say whether, out of the 
five hundred pages, he can find five pages of sensi- 
ble matter pertaining to the legitimate objects for 
which the Constitution designed the Patent Of- 
fice. So with the seed, and so with everything 
else connected with it. 

I exceedingly regret that I have been compelled 
to enter my protest against it, and I regret it be- 
cause the public will say, ‘* you are coming in 
contact with the farmers; you do so much for the 
mechanics; you do so much for the commercial 


| interests; and why not do something for the farm- 


ers?’’ | amas anxious to do all I can for the farm- 
ers as for any other class; but when I have no 
power to do it, a sensible farmer would not ask 
me to do it, an honest farmer would not expect 
me to do it, and I will do no more for any one 
class than | will do for the farmers, except where 
there is a special constitutional power and duty 
incumbent oa me, as in the case of inventors. They 


, are entitled to a special protection under the Con- 


stitution, to which others are not entitled; and that 
will apply to the farmer as well as to the mechanic, 


| If he can make a discovery which is useful to his 


against them. If my popularity depends on pan- !) 


fellow-citizens, he can be protected in it as wellas 
the mechanic. They can all be protected alike. 
Let us simplify this Patent Office, and bring it 
down to first principles. Let us throw off all this 
extraneous matter, and this wasteful expenditure 
of money; this breaking down of the mail; this 
destruction of the crops; this heaping up of bur- 
dens on the people unnecessarily, and in violation 
| of the Constitution, and come back to the starting 
point as it was fifteen years ago. Why, sir, fif- 
teen years ago, according to my recollection, the 
| Patent Office report was about ten, fifteen, or thirty 
| pages. As late as 1844 it did not make three hun- 
dred pages. In 1856, it was four large volumes, 
each one numbering at least five hundred pages— 
| two thousand pages of Patent Office report. It is 
/an expense. It is nota benefit. It is a departure 
| from the original purpose as designed by the Con- 
stitution; and I hope, therefore, this proposition 
will prevail. 

Mr.WILSON. Ishall vote for the motion made 
by the Senator from Ohio. This is a proposition 
to appropriate $60,000 for the purchase of seeds, 
which amounts to about two hundred dollars for 
each meiaber of the Senate and ilouse of Repre- 
sentatives. Last year, | think we appropriated 
seventy or seventy-five thousand dollars, amount- 
ing to nearly two Soatved and fifty dollars a piece; 
and, I venture to say, we can buy for five dollars 
all the seeds each member receives. I think we 
ought to do all we can to cut down this matter of 
| distributing seeds and documents. The members 
| of Congress have become simple agents for the 
distribution of seeds and documents in the coun- 

try; and it is a tax on our time, which prevents 
| us from devoting hours that we ought to devote 
to the reading of the bills and the papers necessary 
to give intelligent votes in Congress. I believe 
the country receives no Ganefit from all this vast 
outlay. I shall vote on all occasions to cut this 
matter down, and to keep it out of Congress. 

Mr. IVERSON, But two Senators upon this 
floor have advocated this appropriation of $60,000. 
One is the Senator from Texas, [Mr. Hovusron,] 





‘to establish a Patent Office, because there is a'! and the other the Senator from Pennsylvania, on 
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this side of the Chamber, [Mr. Bicter.] Now, 
sir, the Senator from Texas, I believe, does not 
claim to be a member of the Democratic party. In 
fact, 1 do not know what party he does claim to 
belong to. I think he is ratherasort of mongrel 

olitician, and it is very difficult to'classify him. 

de goes for about anything and everything that 
suits his own discretion and taste; and his taste is 
generally very correct. He can advocate this 
thing and that thing and the other and anything 
he chooses without being inconsistent, so far as | 
regards his political principles, because I do not 
understand that he professes any political princi- 
ples. But the Senator from Pennsylvania, within 
the sound of my voice—he is not in his seat, but 
I should like him to come in because I want to 
catechise him for a moment—professes to belong 
to the Democratic party; at least he is amember 
of the Democratic organization; and the cardinal 
principle of that party, if | understand it, is, that 
Congress can exercise no power, except the power 
be granted in the Constitution, or it be necessary 
and proper in order to carry out some specific 
grant. 

Now, sir, I ask the Senator from Pennsylvania 
for a little information. I am a mere tyro in pol- 
itics, and he is a very experienced and distin- 
guished man. I desire him to point out to me the 
clause in the Constitution which authorizes Con- 
greas to expend money to buy seed for the plant- 
ers. I ask for information; because if there is 
such a clause, I have never been able to discover 
it. Perhaps the greater acuteness of that Senator 
may haveenabled him to discover the clause which 
authorizes this appropriation. I wish to be in- 
formed; | am a scholar ready to receive informa- 
tion. I want the Senator to point out to me the 
clause in the Constitution of the United States 
which authorizes the expenditure of money out 
of the public Treasury to buy seeds to distribute 
to the planters of this country, or to buy any 
other property for general distribution, The Sen- 
ator, like myself, went to thatdesk, when he was 
introduced into this body, and took a solemn oath 
to observe the Constitution of the United States. 
This is a Government of limited powers. It can 
exercise no power except that which is specifically 
granted. Now, sir, [ want that Senator to answer 
me, how he reconciles it to his conscience, as an 
honorable and honest man, to vote for such a 
proposition as this ? He is a member of the Dem- 
ocratic party; the cardinal feature of that party 
is, that this power cannot be exercised; and yet 
he votes for it. 

Sir, itis said that that Senator is the ‘right bow- 
er,’’ speaking in common parlance [laughter}— 
I mean in gambler’s pnrase—ofa Democratic Ex- 
ecutive. Wellsir, I should be very sorry to think 
that the present Democratic Executive would vote 
appropriations of this sort, or sanction them. If 
he would, then he is not the Democrat I take him 
to be; he is not the Democrat I took him to be 
when I voted for him. If he is that fishy Democrat 
that might be inferred from such a proposition as 
this, | would not vote for him again. There are | 
a great many Democrats, in the northern States 
especially, who go off upon these large construc- | 
tive powers of the Government. The Senator 
from Pennsylvania and others, sometimes vote 
for internal improvements. How do they arrive | 
atit? According to the interpolation of the Sen- | 
ator from Ohio, [Mr. Puen,] yesterday or the | 
day before, the power *‘ to regulate commerce’”’ | 
is a power to regulate and protect commerce. It 
was very well for the Senator from Ohio to inject | 
the word ** protect’’ into the Constitution, but 1 | 
do not think it is there. He called it the power | 
to regulate and protect commerce, and that au- 
thorizes Congress to build piers and dredge out | 
rivers and harbors, and appropriate millions to | 
the construction of those works! The Constitu- | 
tion contains no such word as ‘* to protect’’com- 
merce. [tis ‘to regulate commerce,”’ and that | 
is altogether a different phrase, meaning a very | 
different thing. ‘To regulate” is to establis 
rules by which commerce shall be controlled and 
directed—not that you shall facilitate, improve, | 
enlarge it, increase it. That is not to regulate— 
that is to protect according to the constitutional 
construction of the Senator from Ohio. 

But, sir, where in the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States do we get the power to distribute seeds | 
throughout the country? Nowhere, according to | 
my reading of that instrument. It is a posiuve, | 




















of the United States; and I do not see how any 
man, in consistency with his own conscience, can 
vote for it. Especially I do not see how a Dem- 


ocrat, a man who has been all his life professing | shall vote cheerfull 


Democratic principles, can in this way violate the 
| Constitution and the cardinal features and prin- 
_ ciples of the Democratic party. This, to be sure, 
| is not avery large sum. The Senator from Penn- 
sylvania says this is a small sum; and he is not 
willing to cut out this small appropriation because 
it does not enter into the large expenditures of 
this Government, about which so much complaint 
| has been made. I commend to the Senator the 

old Scotch proverb, ‘‘ that many mickles make a 
| muckle;’’and if we shall cutout this little appro- 

priation here, and that little appropriation there, 

and so on here, there, and everywhere, we shall 
reduce the expenditures to something like a rea- 
sonable amount. It is these small items which 
creep into the appropriation bills, that swell the 
_ expenditures of the Government, and make the 
foundation and give the license for larger and 
|more extravagant expenditures in violation of 
the Constitution and the true intention of the 
Government. 
Apart, however, from any constitutional ques- 
| tion, so far as the appropriation for the distribu- 
tion of seeds is concerned, I do not believe it does 

a particle of good. The Senator from Missouri 
_ has stated a case where the distribution of seeds 
from the Patent Office tnjured one of his friends. 
| Lremember to have heard several years ago of a 

Representative from the State of Tonncenst who 
| received some of these Patent Office seeds marked 
with a ** highfalutin’’ botanical name, and he sent 
them all over his district supposing they were 
| something extremely valuable, and the planters 
planted them supposing them to be something very 
| extraordinary and recherché; but in course of time 
| there come up some noxious weeds that destroyed 
| not only their crops but their land, and the man 
| lost his election the next time, because he had in- 
troduced these things into his district. Now I 
| hope and trust that if this appropriation is passed, 
every man that votes for it will lose his election, 
| including the Senatorfrom Pennsylvania. [Laugh- 
te 


e 

What seeds are sent to us to distribute to our 
| constituents? Every man here knows from per- 
| sonal experience what they are—cabbages and 
| turnips and onions and beets and those thin 

| which are in the possession of every housewife in 
the United States. There is not a woman in my 
| country that does not raise these things herself, 
or that would turn upon her heel to thank you 
for the seed you might distribute to her. And 
| what are they worth? As the Senator from Mas- 
| sachusetts has very properly remarked, we are 
| appropriating $60,000 to purchase seeds for dis- 
| tribution, when five dollars would bea liberal 
| equivalent for all the seeds that any Senator or 
| 

} 





any member of the House of Representatives 

receives. They are sent to me in boxes, and it 

gives infinite trouble and labor to distribute them, 
| because I have to select out from amongst one 
| hundred thousand people in the State of Georgia, 
those to whom I shall send them. It is not an 
| easy task, sir, and I do not think I gain any popu- 
| larity by it. Now and then I may get a man to 
thank me for giving him some seeds—a few pa- 
pers of cabbage or turnip seeds or onion seed or 
something of that sort, which can be bought in 





|| the seed shops all over the United States, for five 


cents or six and a quarter cents a paper, in great 
abundance. Indeed, if you go into the coun- 
try, the old women will give them to you, and 
supply their neighbors without stint and without 
price. But these are the kinds of seed we get 
from the Patent Office to distribute. They have 
got an agent traveling all over Europe for the 
purpose of getting seeds. It is but an appropri- 
ation to feed a few hungry office-holders. That 
is the sum and substance of it. It is to feeda 
few officers, clerks, and others in this so-called 
bureau of agriculture, in the Patent Office. It is 
to give them the means of living luxuriously in 
the city of Washington. Sir, I am not willing 
to take the money of my constituents out of their 
— for the purpose of feeding, in the city of 

ashington, these men who live oer the bounty 
of Government. I do not believe the distribution 
of these seeds is valuable to any portion of the 
community. It isa rare exception when any- 


unequivocal, gross violation of the Constitution | 
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thing is distributed that brings the least value to 
the country. 

Believing that the whole system is rotten, that 
it is not in conformity with the Constitution, | 


to strike out this appropria- 
tion. It was only last session that we appropri. 
ated, I think, $25,000, or perhaps a larger sum— 
I do not remember the precise amount, but it was 
very large—to be invested in sugar-cane for the 

lanters of Louisiana. An agent was sent down to 

outh America to buy the plants, and the twenty- 
five, thirty, or fifty thousand dollars, or whatever 
the amount was which was appropriated, was ex. 
pended, and he brought back two cargoes of plants 
which, when they got to New Orleans, were not 
worth a button. They were all rotten, all decayed, 
and the money that we appropriated had no other 
effect than to give Mr. Glover a very agreeable, 
pleasant trip to South America and back in one 
of the national ships. That is the character of 
these expenditures generally. They result inno 


tors and Representatives—at least I do not think 
they have everaffected me in that way; and I doubt 
very much whether the Senator from Pennsylva- 
nia has acquired any substantial addition to his 
fame and reputation by this distribution. | hope 
the appropriation will be stricken out. 
Mr. BIGLER. I have not been in the habit, 
sir, if | understand myself at all, of regulating m 
action by reference to popularity. I think | can 
repel that charge with about as much safety as 
my honorable friend from Georgia. The question 
that occupied this country for four long months 
of this session may have been or may not have 
been a question of popularity for the Senator from 
Georgia; it was a question in which that honora- 
ble Senator felt deeply interested, because his con- 
stituents were interested. Sir, if I had feared 
tome feeling, I should not have stood by that 
onorable Senator on that question. When the 
Senator from Georgia shall have met what north- 
ern Senators and northern Democrats have met 
year after year, in struggling for the constitutional 
= of his people, then he may be at liberty to 
talk about the responsibility of voting for or against 
garden seeds, radish seeds, turnip seeds, onions, 
cabbages, and sugar-cane. [Laughter.] Why, 
Mr. President, no man would suppose that the 
honorable Senator could be so excited about su- 
gar-cane and onions. (Laughter.} It is scarcely 
generous in the Senator to rise here and catechise 
an inexperienced member like myself, on a great 
constitutional question—the question whether on- 
ion seeds have been constitutionally sent abroad. 
{Laughter.] 

The Patent Office is constitutionally estab- 
lished, because the Constitution says such a de- 
partment shall be established. 1 spoke of this 
distribution of seeds as a part of the practice in 
that department, as the agricultural and mechan- 
ical reports are a part of the practice. If it be 
unwise, as I said before, if it be an abuse of the 
poe purpose of that department, let that fact 

e inquired into, and I am as ready as the Sena- 
tor to vote to correct the error. But, sir, when 
did we begin? The honorable Senator has the 
advantage of me, for I have not had time to ex- 
amine the records; but somehow or other | am 
strongly inclined to believe I should find that Sen- 
ator voting for these seeds at some time or other. 

Mr. IVERSON. No. 

Mr. BIGLER. Very well, sir. He appeals 
to me on the solemnity of my oath. He says, 
that like him, I took an oath here to sustain the 
Constitution, and if I vote for these seeds to the 

ople of Pennsylvania, I shall have done vio- 
ence to my conscience. [Laughter.] I am not 
going to do any such l am going to vote 
or the seeds conscientiously. [Renewed Jaugh- 
ter. 

Bat; sir, I am not willing that garden and onion 
seeds and garlic, shall be a test of Democratic 
faith. [Laughter.] We have understood it other- 
wise in the North. Northern Democrats, Mr. 
President, are as sound on those great principles 
which underlie and sustain our institutions as are 
our southern friends. Now, sir, an honest con- 
fession: the best of you, when a question comes 
before this body, which involves the interests and 
feelings of your constituents, and your chances 
for office, are very liable to construe the Consti- 
tution with some facility. When northern Re- 
publicans tell the Senater from Georgia, that the 


goog; they do not give any popularity to Sena. 
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le to rendition of fugitive slaves is not constitutional, least at home; and I have no aspirations upon the | any gentleman to come forward and put his finger 
he does not believe it—nordo I. When they tell |) face of the earth at this time, in advocating this || upon a sentiment I have ever uttered, or a prin- 
that him that the Constitution does not protect the in- || measure, but to contribute to the general comfort || ciple that I have ever avowed, that is not in ac- 
n,I stitution of slavery in the Territories, he does not || of the families of the country, whether they have || cordance with Democracy. I have never departed 
win. believe them—nor do 1; but there are men who | votes to give or votes to withhold. I believe I || from it; and if other gentlemen have indulged in 
pri- yote here conscientiously, who differ with him on || would prefer sending seeds to the widows rather | slight aberrations, it is no business of mine; they 
m—~ these points. . | than to those who had husbands to procure for || are not accountable to me, nor am I &ccountable 
was But, sir, enough of that. What I am going to || them these necessary vegetable conveniences. || to them. 
the say is this: that if it be so that a vote for these || [Laughter.] I have no disposition at all to cater || Sir, these seeds have sprouted. When they 
nto arden seeds is to demoralize the Constitution, | for popularity. This | deem a higher, holierob- |, will finish growing, I cannot tell. There is avery 
nty- is in derogation of the Constitution, then it has | ject than that. I would not seek popularity if 1 | important Couneb of them, that my friend from 
ever been so broken up that it is scarce worth saving || could command it or win it by bowing and crin- || Georgia did not think of—the rut4-baga turnip. 
ex- at all. The honorable Senator from Georgia has || ging to popular favor or popular caprice. Sir, it || That is a very important turnip, [laughter,} and 
ants sat here silent in his seat ae after year, and i 


not witnessed the derogation of the Constitution on 


| should follow in my wake; it should be marshaled | I have not seen anything so much in demand as 
_in my rear; I would lead its advance; I would || that vegetable. It is most excellent; it isnot only 





yed, this seed question, {laughter,] without everopen- || never go cringing and bowing to obtain its smiles. || productive, but it is delicate and remarkably fine. 
ther ing his mouth; and when he finds an humble rep- || I never sought popularity thus, and I never will. || ‘That and the garlic, and other species of seeds, 
ble, resentative of the agriculturists, does he catechise But, sir, I cannot perceive how popularity would || are all very well received, and I am still for send- 
one him about the question of seeds and onions? No; || be won in this way. It is a trifling matter, so far || ing them forth, unless the honorable Senator will 
- of but he brings his constitutional question. He || as we are concerned; but I find that gentlemen || convince me that it is unconstitutional. I find 
1 no knew very well that I could show no express au- || deem it a matter of interference with their personal || opposed to him on that point a gentleman for 
na- thority in the Constitution for any such service. | convenience, because the proper distribution of || whom I have a very great respect—the honorable 
ink | do not know when this practice began; but I do || these seeds occupies time and attention. I have || Senator from Pennsylvania, who I believe is a 
ubt know thatit has been indulged in for many years. || never devoted so much time heretofore as I have | staunch Democrat; one who tells us that he has 
\va- These appropriations, if my recollection serves || at this session to this duty, because I have had || stood up in support of southern Democracy with 
his me, were made by the last Congress, and passed || very many solicitations for these seeds that I have || great fidelity, and I believe with some adventure 
ope with scarcely any division at all. : | desired to comply with. I have not only been || and great sacrifice; even sometimes of personal 

Mr. PUGH. The Senator is mistaken. I || written to for them from my own State, but even || inclination. [Laughter.} He thinks it is con- 
bit, moved to strike it out both sessions of the last || from the State of Maine; and I was anxious to || stitutional. I have as good aright to rely upon 
my Congress, and the vote was taken by yeas and || comply with the requests of my friends who sent || his constitutional opinion as upon those of the 
can nays each time. |for them. I considered the sacrifice on my part || Senator from Georgia. I have great respect for 
yas Mr. BIGLER. Very well; that may be so. || as very little, compared to the rational gratifica- || Georgia; but I must have some forthe Keystone 
tion What | suggest is, that the vote for it was very | tion of the desires of persons who wished to ob- || State. They both are members of the old thir- 
iths large. Why, sir, my honorable friend from Vir- || tain them; and therefore I cheerfully complied, | teen; and I admit that the people I represent are 
ave ginia was so satisfied that he could not strike out | although it took a little time. [am not a fashion- || but younkers in comparison with the citizens of 


rom these seeds, that his face bore the appearance of || able man, who, when the Senate is not sitting, || the older States. Georgia, on the Atlantic sea- 

despair. He had had a great deal of experience || wish to occupy all my time at parties, smiling and | board, where commerce is abundant, waere they 
init. He told us at once that the other branch || bowing, and making my devoirs to the ladies. I |, are surrounded by intelligent communities, has 
red would not yield it, and this body would not yield || have attained to that period of life when my no- | greatadvantages dina country has not—like 

















that it; and, therefore, | was under the impression that 1 tions are becoming like myself—a little old-fash- || Texas, on the frontier, where little settlements 
the it had been a very decided sentiment. My rec- || ioned; and I have not the facilities and attractions | are removed, as El Paso is, six or eight hundred 
rth- ollection is, that it was sustained in the last Con- || I might have formerly possessed, and that other || miles from the main body of the people. There 
met gress by a very large vote. What I say now to || gentlemen now possess, offering strong induce- || they have not the facilities they have in Georgia. 
nal my aged friend from Georgia [laughter] is, that |! ments to enter into competition with the gay and || The people of Georgia are an educated people; 
y to if he will sit here, year after year, and allow an || the gallant, and therefore I can devote time to this || they have every advantage possible; every com- 
inst improper, unwise, and unconstitutional practice || purpose. || mercial facility to obtain those things which can 
ns, to be indulged in, it is scarcely generous in him } It has been repeated again that these seeds in- || only reach, by extraordinary means, the remote 
hy, to call me to so severe account so early in the || cumber the mails. I think that is a mistake. The || verges of civilization in the United States, through 
the moraing. [Laughter. | contractor is bound to carry what is put in the || the medium of Senators and Representatives. 
su- Mr. IVERSON. have been waiting, of | mail, and he obtains no additional price for any- || Hence it is that I feel it my duty todo whatever 
ely course, upon the experience of the Senator from || thing that is putin. He has to comply with his || I think will contribute to their comforts; to their 
Lise Pennsylvania to lead off in all these cases; but || contract, by transporting what is given to him to || advantages, to supply the defects that exist in 
reat the Senator is mistaken; [ not only voted against || carry, under a specific contract, without any con- ] their peculiar situation; and I know no means of 
on- the appropriation two years ago, but made a few || tingent additional expenses to the Government. || more readily attaining that object than by distrib- 
ad, remarks against it. | [shall not now investigate the constitutionality || uting information on the subject of agriculture, 
Mr. HOUSTON. I was very much astonished, || of these expenditures. When I came here under || through the Patent Office reports, and at the same 
ab- Mr. President, at the assault made upon me by my || a Democratic Administration, I found the custom || time distributing such rare seeds as may be con- 
de- friend from Georgia—I will not say my venerable, |; existing in Washington at that time, as well as [ || venient and useful to them, 
his but I will say my juvenile friend. I admit that || recollect. I then commenced the distribution of || In the ordinary course of things, without the 
in speaking is very unnecessary on the present.oc- || these seeds, and I have continued it up to the pres- || facilities furnished by the Government, how long 
an- casion, and I dislike to interfere in this matter, || ent time. Never before do I recollect having || wouid it have taken the Chinese sugar-cane to 
be for itis avery pretty quarrel as it stands, between || heard a complaint that it was unconstitutional. || reach the remotest verge of Texas, where it is 
the those two Democratic gentlemen. [Laughter.] || In fact, sir, | never knew that it was an article of || now flourishing, and where vast quantities of mo- 
fact The Senator from Georgia says that I belong to no || the Democratic faith to adhere to the Constitu- || lasses are made from it, and aot Ieee than fifty or 
na- party. Well, sir, that is a great convenience, be- || tion in all circumstances. I thought they had re- || sixty acres are now cultivated by a single planter, 
nen cause there is no dissension in my party. I am |) pudiated the Constitution, substituting therefor | who, a few years ago, had to transport his sugar 
the perfectly accordant with myself. I heard the hon- || a principle which I have never yet fallen into; || several hundred miles, and pay duties upon it? 
eX- orable Senator from Mississippi, [Mr. Davis,] |! and every four years they reéstablish a principle | That is being perfected there as one of the grand 
am yesterday, complain of a breaking up—a split || that I do not see recognized in the Constitution; || productions of the country, and it has affected 
en- among the Democracy on certain questions. [ | at least, it.is not specifically authorized—I mean || the distribution of comforts that could not have 
er, have no complaint of that kind to make in regard || the platform system. That is now adopted, and |! reached them without great expense for years and 
to my party—I ama unit. [(Laughter.) I have || it has been adopted within my recollection, and || years to come; and in portions of the country 
als no dissensions whatever with myself. I try to || nota great many years since. It met the direct | where the indigenous cane of America could not 
ys, keep my conscience as void as possible of offense, || discountenance of a man whose memory will be | be cultivated, and could not be productive. These 
the and therefore I always feel strong in the faith that || sacred with every Democrat that lives upon the || are some of the advantages we have derived. 
he 1 am right. But really it seems to me strange || earth,ay more, sacred with every patriot—I mean | Again, corn has been introduced into that coun- 
io- that such a violent philippic should have been || Jackson. Was lre ever nominated by a caucus? || try from the Patent Office that is productive be- 
not delivered by the honorable Senator from Georgia ||} Was he nominated by aconvention? No; but he | yond all former example; not only that, but every 
ote against the distribution of seeds and other con- || indignantly spurned the offer when they wanted || variety of wheat thrown upon a soil the most pro- 
rhe veniences to the public, and that the Senatorfrom j| him to go into the first convention at Baltimore. || ductive on earth., Our soil will produce from 
Missouri should talk as if it were catering for pop- |) It had his brand upon it, burned as upon the front || thirty to fifty bushels of wheat, per acre. Our 
ion ularity on this occasion; that we were advocating || of Cain by the Almighty wrath. Yetthatis the | weeke country, from latitude 319 to 369, is adapted 
tic the interests of the farmers or of the mechanics. || doctrine now, and that is the text-book of the | to the culture of wheat, cotton, and other prod- 
er- I mentioned neither farmers nor mechanics. The || Democratic party. [have not quit Democracy; | ucts that are rare in other portions of the Union. 
Ar. seeds that I have been distributing generally have || 1 am stilla Democrat; but lam nota Democrat of | Our staple crop there has been benefited and im- 
les not been for farming purposes, but for culinary || platform principles. ‘The present so-called Dem- || proved by the distribution of seeds obtained from 
are and garden purposes, The Senator from Georgia || ocratic party pursues the routine of platforms, || the Patent Office. Cotton seed has been intro- 
on- arraigns me, too, for my gallantry the ladies, ignoring the Constitution. The Constitution is || duced of peculiar and productive character; and 
nes in endeavoring to contribute to their convenience || the text, but the platforms are the context. They || that is an improvement to our agricultural inter- 
ind and to the supply of their tables—their vegetable || lug in sectional issues, try to reconcile conflicting || ests. 
pes wants. I do not believe this is any evidence of || interests, and clip the great wings of party sothat | Sir, I have not urged this as any peculiar ben- 
3ti- cateryng on my part for popularity, for itis pretty || it cannot fly, but goes hobbling along, left to reach || efit to the farmer; but when we look at his posi- 
Re- well understood that, if I have been catering for || its destiny as it may. | repel the charge that 1 || tion, ought we not to have some regard for him? 
the it, | have not been so fortunate as to secure it, at || am not a Democrat in principle; and I challenge |! All others are dependent upon him. Strike him 
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materials of life, or the breadstuffs necessary to 
existence ? When he is employed, he contributes 
more or less to the support of all others, besides 
furnishing them the reliable staff of life upon 
which to lean. 

Thus it fs, Mr. President, that Iam prepared 
to support this appropriation with constancy and 
unyielding will, submitting to nothing but to the 
voice of a majority of this House. I never will 
surrender the privilege of my people in this re- 
spect; for it has been adopted by gentlemen as ca- 
pable of construing the Constitution as Senators 
around me are—adopted by them unchallenged. 
It has grown into a useful branch of the Govern- 
ment, andl am prepared to support it so long as 
it is useful; and I stand on this floor to advocate 
it as intimately connected with the general inter- 
ests of the country; with the agricultural, the 
mechanical, and,yif you please, the professional, 
at least the culinary interests of the country. I 


it is the most rational and most beneficial to the 
general interests of the country. 
Mr. BIGLER. I shall pursue this subject for 


I have no doubt, is satisfied that he found me en- 
tirely in fauk as to the question of constitutional 


in the Constitution, my Democracy seemed to be 
in danger. 
the Senator from Tennessee (Mr. Jounson] for 
the best authority on this subject that | suppose 
can be found, and on that authority I am willing 
to rest this proposition. The authority from 


message of George Washington—pretty good au- 
thority in this country on all great questions, as 
a patriot and a statesman. This message almost 


day. It says: 
* It will not be doubted that, with reference either to in- 
dividual or national welfare, agriculuure is of primary im 


and other circumstances of maturity, this truth becomes 
more apparent, and renders the cultivation of the soil more 
and more an object of public patronage. Institutions for 
promoting it geow up, supported by the public purse. Among 


ment of boards, composed of proper characters, charged 


premiums and small pecuniary aids, to encourage and assist 
a spirit of discovery and improvement. This species of es 
tablishment contributes doubly to the increase of improve- 
ment, by stimulating to enterprise and experiment, and by 
drawing toa common center the results, everywhere, of in- 
dividual skill and observation, and spreading them thence 
over the whole nation. Experience, accordingly, has shown 
that they are very cheap instruments of immense wational 
benefits. 

* [ have heretofore proposed, to the consideration of Con- 
gress, the expediency of establishing a national university ; 
and, also, a military academy. The desirableness of both 
these imstitutions has so constantly increased with every 


new view f have taken of the subject, that I cannot omit | 
the opportunity of, once for all, recalling your attention to || 
them. ‘The assembly to which I address myself is too en- | 
lightened not to be fully sensible how much a flourishing | 


state of the arts and sciences contributes to national pros- 
perity and reputation.” 


Now, Mr. President, I shall not follow this 
subject by any extended remarks; the question 
has been fully discussed; but \l wanted to settle 
the point of authority, to some extentof Democ- 
racy, with’ my friend from Georgia. It would 
seem that I am attached to an institution which 
the Senator is under impression is very favorably 
regarded by my constituents, and that I must sus- 
tain it in order to have popular favor. He has an 
institution peculiarly agreeable to his people in 
his partofthe country. The best authority | could 
get was the opinion and advice of George Wash - 
ington; | agree that his favorite institution has its 
recognition and support in the Constitution. The 
difference is, that mine is an institution for dis- 
tribating seeds to promote agriculture, and his 
an institution for the distributing of ** niggers.”’ 
With the distribution of the seeds, the whole work 
has been performed, but in his case the great trou- 
ble is to gather them up again. I have assisted 
as far as my humble influence would go in the 
North, to perform that work of gathering up the 
offspring of this institution, to which my friend 
from Georgia is in no way improperly attached, 
because | agree that it springs from the Constitu- 
tion. I have exercised what influence I could in 
ihe North in returning what he or his favorite 


THE 


‘out, and how are you to supply the world with the | 


believe that of ali the means of distributing our | 
public money, when we have any to distribute, | 


but a moment longer. The Senator from Georgia, | 


authority, andas I could not find the word ‘ seeds’’ || 


In the extremity, 1 am indebted to || 


which I propose to read, is the eighth annual || 


describes the institution now in existence, of 
which we have heard such violent complaint to- | 


portance. Tn proporticn as nations advance in population, | 


the means which have been employed to this end, none | 
have been attended with greater success than the establish- | 


with collecting and diffusing information ; and enabled, by || 





institution has distributed throughout the coun- 
try. But I shall dismiss the subject. I am per- 
fecly aware that much that the Senator from 


; ‘ . } 
Georgia said was not at all serious, and certainly 


no part of it was intended offensively. 

Mr. HALE. Itis very rarely, sir, that a debate 
in the Senate is intended to influence the action 
of members here, but it is made to enlighten the 
country. I confess, however, that this debate has 
enlightened my mind. I was at first inclined to 
go against this appropriation, but the considera- 
_uons which have been urged with so much force 
| by the Senator from Pennsylvania, I confess, have 


| 


| weakened my convictions in that direction, and 
have almost induced me to go for it. If the appeal 
| which he so powerfully and pathetically made to 
| the honorable Senator from Georgia has not moved 
|| him, he must be impervious to eloquence and to 
|| pathos. 
I think that the case which the Senator from 
|| Pennsylvania has presented is eminently just. I 
agree entirely with what he says, when he de- 
clares that in his course here he has not been 
_looking to popularity. I think that the whole 
North, Pennsylvania no less than any other part 
of the Union, will indorse his veracity, if nothing 
else, when he declares that he has’not been seek- 
ing popularity; and when he appeals to the Sen- 
ator from Georgia, and tells him what a hard road 
the northern Democrats have had to travel, how 
|) much they have had to sacrifice and to face; and 
then asks if, in return for all this, he cannot let 
him have a few onion and garlic seeds, [laughter,] 
| 1 confess if the Senator from Georgia was not 
/moved, | was. [Laughter.] I think it is reason- 
|| able, and more than reasonable, even if he had 
asked fora little of the vegetable full grown. But 
| when he says: ‘* Look at the North, and see on 
| every side, and hear by every mail, proof that we 
|| have not pandered to popularity; see what we 
have suffered in your behalf; when you see all 
that, and see that we are not exorbitant, we do 
not ask any offices; take your foreign missions, 
and distribute them where they appropriately be- 
long; take the Federal ‘Treasury, and use it; but 
| when we go home to an outraged constituency, 
| will you be so illiberal as not to let us carry a few 
| 
| 








| onion seeds, a little garlic, and now and then a 
cabbage, [laughter,] so that our constituency may 
be inclined to wink a little at the course we have 

| taken on this great question, upon which we have 
sacrificed so much fer you?”’ canta that even 

if 1 had such strict rules as the Senator from Geor- 
gia entertains upon the Constitution, when such 
an appeal as that came from such a source, the 

‘* right bower’’ of the Administration, not asking 

to take the ‘‘ace,’’ or anything else, but simply 

a littke onion seed—a vegetable that, under pecu- 

| liar states of application, is calculated to produce 

| tears—([laughter}—cannot you let us go home 

/ and cry with our constituents over what we have 

done? I do not want to be personal, but | appeal 
to the honorable Senator from Georgia, and | ask 

/him—lI can ask him, for we have always been on 

friendly relations 

Mr. BIGLER. Allow me. I have no idea at 
all that the Senator intends to be personal. 

| Mr. HALE. Oh, no. 

| Mr. BIGLER. But he uses terms which I do 

| not understand; talking about the * right bower’’ 

and ** ace,’’ and all that sort of thing. Parsons 
Mr. HALE, Well, sir, I do not understan 

‘| them; but I thought the Senator did, because the 
| Senator from Georgia spoke of it, and he seemed 
| to understand it then. [Laughter.] I do not un- 
derstand them; but I suppose it is parliamentary, 
| highly so, [laughter,] or else it would not have 
| beenintroduced. Ido not know what the *‘ right 
|| bower’’is. I suppose it is a naval [knave-al] term, 
|| [laughter,] or something of that sort, 

| Butl was proceeding. The Senator from Geor- 

'giaand myself do notagree on political questions; 

| we have differed; batt believe, in our social in- 

| tercourse we have never had any difficulty, and 
| whenever it has been in my way—I do not know 
| that lever had an opportunity where it was in my 
| power to do him a slight favor, but if it was the 
case—I would do it; but if he has the slightest 
personal regard for me, I beg to throw it into the 
same scale where the eloquence and pathos of the 

Senator from Pennsylvania have gone before me, 

_ and both together we ask for—a little onion seed. 
{Layghter.] Can he, under these circumstances, 

resist? No, sir. 

















CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. May 28, 





I am as strict a constructionist of the Constitn. 
tion as any, not excepting the honorable Sena. 


_ tor before me, [Mr. Toomss;] but I have read q\! 


the platforms, and I suggest to the Senator from 
Georgia that he is a little too fast. { think, con. 
sidering what has been done, we may continue to 
vote these seeds, at least until the Charleston eon. 
vention sits;and then, I have no doubt, after these 
developments, there will be a new resolution that 
will cut off these seeds, and that onions wil] be 
unconstitutional ever after. (Laughter.]  Byt 
until that is done, until that proviso is put ip 
I think the faithful may construe the provisions 
of the Constitution and the Cincinnati platform 
as the honorable Senator from Pennsylvania has 
suggested. I think we may construe them with. 
out straining the Constitution any more to by 

onion seeds than it does to catch runaway slaves, 
I guess when you find a provision in the Const. 
tution that there is a mode to take money out of 
the Federal Treasury to pay for returning fugi- 
tive slaves, you will find also the provision that 
a little sum may be paid for onion seed. Until 
a clause forbidding it comes either in the Cop. 
stitution or the Charleston convention, let us have 
the seed; but I have no doubt that it will be un. 
constitutional after that convention sits. 

Mr. PUGH. I am not going into this large 
collateral discu@@ion, and I am sorry that my mo- 
tion should have produced it. The Senator from 
Georgia has diverged into rivers and harbors; the 
Senator from Pennsylvania has given us an im- 
passioned defense of his Democracy; my friend 
from Texas has indulged usina general discourse, 
and the Senator from New Hampshire has done 
likewise. Now, sir, I simply propose to correct 
one or two mistakes of fact. ‘This is not an es- 
tablished practice. At the first sessfon of the last 
Congress the appropriation reported was $20,000. 
It was originally established upon a pretext of 
this character: that some of our ships of war visit- 
ing foreign countries occasionally brought home 
some rare seeds, such as we had none like in this 
country, and that a small appropriation would en- 
able those seeds to be distributed to various agri- 
cultural societies; and the first appropriation was 
only $2,000, and it is a very few years old. As] 
said, at the first session of the last Congress the 
appropriation reported was $20,000; but on the mo- 
tion of some member of the other Hbuse, nota 
member of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
it was increased to $60,000. When it came to this 
body it was increased to $75,000, on the allegation 
that $15,000 more was necessary for buying and 
distributing sugar-cane. I opposed it then. The 
answer was that we had a full Treasury, that we 
had more money than the Goverrment needed, 
and that it was wiser to distribute it among the 
people in this way. Now we have come to a time 
when we need retrenchment. The Senator from 
Pennsylvania talks about the sixty or seventy 
millions of our expenses. Where shall we re- 
trench? I have looked in vain for him, as the 
special representative of this Administration, to 
tell me, as one of the members of Congress, where 
I shall put the knife of retrenchment. I listened 
on the Indian appropriation bill, but the Senator 
could not tell me a place where I could retrench a 
cent there. I listened on the diplomatic and con- 
sular appropriation bill—no retrenchment there; 
and yet, sir, we have borrowed $20,000,000 on 
Treasury notes, and have passed a bill to borrow 
$15,000,000 on coupon bonds; and so we go on, 
and as often as we come from one proposition to 
another, and ask, ‘* cannot this be dispensed with, 
at least until we are able to pay our debts?’’ we 
are told, this is a very little thing, let it pass. 

Now, sir, it is not a little thing. It is an un- 
necessary thing. Idonot say whether it is con- 
stitutional or unconstitutional; I need not go into 
that argument. Itis unnecessary. If you dis- 
pense with it, o— not merely dispense with the 
expenditure of $60,000 here named, but a vast 
amount besides; you dispense with the services 
of three or four employés in the Patent Office; you 
get rid of them; you get rid of the freight and 
transportation and commissions of agents; you 
get rid of the enormous expenditures of the trans- 
portation of the mails. I had occasion to read the 
debates of the Federal convention the other day, 
and I discovered that the Post Office Department 
was given to the Federal Government as a gpurce 
of revenue. It was put on that foundation that 
we could derive a revenue from postages; and 
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now we go on an annual loss of almost a million } 
dollars in that Department. Instead of being a | 
source of revenue, itis a source of loss. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Six million dollars is tne | 
de ficiency this year. 

Mr. PUGH. Worse yet. The Senator from | 
Texas says it does not increase the cost of trans- 
sorta the mail because the contractor has to 
ra all you give him. Of course, buthe makes 
jis bid knowing what he isto receive. I suppose 
every member of Congress receives as I do bags 
and boxes of these seeds, and the gentleman who 
keeps our stationery office furnishes me with 
parchment envelopes, and envelopes lined with 
cloth, bought at public expense, to put the seeds 
into. We have agents and servants about the 
Senate, who come and take them from my house | 
to the Post Office Department, and they go into 
the mails. They load down the mails, and who 
is benefited? My friend from Missouri talks 
about the farmer being benefited or the man who | 
gets them. That is all absurd. You take five | 
dollars out of his pocket in the shape of tax, and 
cive him back a paper of seeds worth twenty-five | 
cents, 

Mr. GREEN. Let me correct the Senator. I 
said he was injured. 

Mr. PUGH. Injured by the bad seed ? 

Mr.GREEN. Yes. 

Mr. PUGH. But I put it on this ground, that 
itis an unnecessary expenditure of public money. 
It is like the system of distributing books. Books | 
are useful; itis a very good thing to have nice | 
books to give our constituents. It would bea 
very good thing if we had bread and meat to give 
to our constituents, free of cost. It would bea 
very good thing if we could give the best tools to | 
the mechanicS; but there is no necessity for it. | 
They can buy them cheaper than we can. It is 
an appropriation of a sum of money which might 
be used much more usefully; and it involves other 
and greater expenditures behind. It is not with 
any view of going into these questions of Democ- | 
racy—the onion-Democracy on one side, and 
anti-onion-Demoeracy on the other. I put it on 
the simple ground that you are borrowing money | 
to pay the expenses of the Government, and that 
itis your duty to retrench everywhere in large | 
expenditures and in small ones; and when you | 
have retrenched as far as possible, then you can 
go home to Your constituents and say, we have 
endeavored to bring the expenses of the Govern- 
ment within its revenue. I do not go into the con- 
stitutional question at all. I think that, at least 
until we are able to have an overflowing Treas- 
ury, we can dispense with thisexpenditure of pub- } 
lic money; and when we come to the naval appro- 
pees bill, and the Army appropriation bill, I | 

ope some one better acquainted with those sub- | 
jects than Lam, will show me where I can strike | 
down millions, as I here propose to strike down 
thousands. | 

Mr. SIMMONS. I should like to ask the Sen- | 
ator from Ohio to propose to reduce the amount | 
one half, this year. I think that will be enough. | 

Mr. PUGH. [ think it might all be dispensed | 
with. If this motion fails, I shall move to reduce | 
the appropriation to $20,000. | 

Mr. SIMMONS. I will vote to reduce it half, | 
but I do not want to take it all out. 

i 





The question being taken by yeas and nays, re- 
sulted—yeas 24, nays 24; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Bright. Broderick, Clay, Davis, Dixon, 
Fitch, Fitzpatrick, Green, Hunter, Iverson, Johuson of Ar- 
kansas, Joinson of Tennessee, Mallory, Mason, Polk, 
Pugh, Reid, Seward, Shields, Slidell, Thomson of New Jer- 
sey, Toombs, Trumbull, and Wilson—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bigler, Chandler, Cotlamer, Crit- 
tenden, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Hale, Hamlin, Harlan, 
Houston, Jones, Kennedy, King, Pearce, Rice, Sebastian, 
Simmons, Stuart, Thompson of Kentucky, Wade, Wright, 
and Yulee—24, 

So the motion to strike out was not agreed to. | 

Mr. PUGH. I now move to strike out 
** $60,000,’ and insert * $20,000.’ That was the 
amount reported at the first session of the last 
Congress. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the Committee on Fi- 
nance was to insert after line one hundred and 
eighty-five: 

To enable the Commissioner of Public Buildings to fit 
up with shelves the two rooms at the south end of the Li- 
brary of Congress, for the use of the library, and putting 
Up @ partition in the passage to them, $270. t 

The amendment was agreed to. | 








The next amendment was to insert after line | 
two hundred and two: 
For repairs of Pennsylvania avenue, $3,000. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was to insert after line 
two hundred and fifteen: 

For continuation of the filling up of ravine and grading 
Judiciary square, $7,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was to insert after the 
last amendment: 


For continuing the grading and planting with trees the 
unimproved portions of the mall, $10,000. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was to strike out of the 
clause appropriating $800,000 for the completion 
of the Washington aqueduct, the following pro- 
viso: 

** Provided, That no part of the sum hereby appropriated 
shall be expended until contracts shall be entered into with 
responsible parties for the completion of the work, which, 


in the aggregate, shall not exceed the amount hereby ap- 
propriated.”’ 


of the Finance Committee why he thinks the pro- 
viso should be stricken out? 

Mr. HUNTER. It is proposed to be stricken 
out because we understand contracts have already 
been made, and the work will be completed within 
the limit. The effect of adopting this amend- 
ment, if | am correctly informed, will be to re- 
open the whole thing; and the officers will have to 
advertise again for newcontracts. The contracts, 
I understand, have now been accepted; and I learn 
from the superintendent that the work will be 
concluded within the amount named. 

Mr. PEARCE. Bids have been accepted for 
every material to be supplied for the completion 
of the work, except the cement. Iam sure that 
is the only exception. There is another reason 
for not agreeing to this proviso.. There are certain 
parts of the work which will not be done by con- 
tract. The contracts are for stone, cement, and 
various materials to be delivered here in Wash- 
ington. Contractors do not contract to deliver 
them on the line of the aqueduct where they are 
wanted. The superintendent has been provided 
with boats for conveying these materials to dif- 
ferent points on the line of the aqueduct where 
they are wanted, and he will not be able to carry 
out that plan if you insist upon having every- 
thing done by contract. You would have to throw 
away the boats, or sell them at a great sacrifice. 
It seems to me to be unnecessary. All the con- 
tracts have been awarded, with the single excep- 
tion of the one for cement. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment of the committee was to 
insert, after line two hundred and forty-four: 

For United States Capitol extension, $750,000: Provided, 
That this appropriation shall not be expended, in whole or 
in part, upon the embellishment or decoration of the Capitol 
extension, either by painting or sculpture in the panels or 
niches of the Senate or House, unless the designs for such 
embellishment and decoration shall have been first submit- 
ted to,.and approved by, the Joint Committee of the Li- 
brary of Congress. 

Mr. DAVIS. I wish to offer an amendment 
to the amendment, to strike out all after the word 
** for,’’ and insert: 

The completion of the Capitol extension, $1,185,183 34; 
and to enable the Library Committee to contract with dis- 
tinguished artists for historical paintings and sculpture for 
the panels and niches of the Legislative Halls and of the 
great stairways of the Capitol extension, $50,000 in addition 
to funds atready in their hands for that purpose. 


Mr. HUNTER. The original estimate was 
$1,000,000 for this year. The House of Repre- 
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the Senator’s amendment, as to contracts with 








‘| artists, [ think I would rather postpone that, and 


have that hereafter, if we are to have it. I go, 
however, for completing the building. I go for 
what is necessary, in order to consummate what 


| we have undertaken; and I think $750,000 is 
| enough for the present. 


| 


| 


Mr. POLK. I should like to know from the 
chairman of the Finance Committee how much 
it would require to finish the new Hall for the 
Senate. 

Mr. HUNTER. I am unable to say how much 


| it would require to finish the new Hall. I believe 


IY 


| 
| 
| 


Mr. PUGH. I should like to ask the chairman | 


sentatives did not insert the amount of the esti- | 


mate in the appropriation bill, nor indeed. any 
amount. The Committee on Finance agreed, after 


some consideration, to ask for $750,000, a part of | 


the sum, towards the completion of the Capitol. 
In view of the present state of finances, it was 
thought there ought to be some reduction, espe- 
cially as the House did not put it in. 
have been content, myself, with adépting the 
amount of $500,000; something I was disposed 
to insist on. I think we ought to have our end 
of the wing completed; at least the room into 
which we are to go. We have a right to insist 
on that much; and | was disposed to go for half 
the estimate. I am willing to go for $750,000; but 
I think we had better not ask for the whole under 


I should | 


the circumstances. In regard to the latter part of | 


| general estimate. 


the estimate to complete the whole is the amount 
named in the amendment of the Senator from 
Mississippi. 

Mr. POLK. Then what is the standard by 


| which the committee report $750,000? 


Mr. HUNTER. It was supposed to be a com- 
promise between a half and the whole. It wasa 


Mr. DAVIS. The sum named in the amend- 
ment which I have asked for to complete the 
Capitol extension, is exactly the estimate. It 

is what remains unappropriated of the estimate 
| for the completion of the Capitol; and with this 
| I expect the wings to be completed. The sum 
_ asked for by the Committee on Finance is not 
| enough to continue the work for the period of a 
year. The expenditure, when the work is car- 
ritd on at full time with a full set of hands, is 
| about one hundred thousand dollars a month. If 
$750,000 be appropriated, the appropriation will 
run out before the end of the year, the hands 
must be discharged, and application be made here 
for additional appropriations to complete the build- 
ing; and when the additional appropriations are 
made the hands must be collected again at addi- 
tionalexpense. A million dollars is the estimate 
of the superintendent for the year’s expenditures. 
[ have proposed, as an amendment, the sum esti- 
mated for the completion of the work, which is 
to add $185,183 to the amount needed fer the 
year. If we accept his estimate and grant the 
whole amount, the work will be conducted more 
economically, and we have a right to require of 
him that it shall complete the building. If the 
Committee on Finance, compromising between 
his estimate and some fanciful sum, adopt an 
amount which they choose to give, he is .not 
bound to perform any particular amount of work 
with that appropriation; he is not able to do it 
as economically as if he were to keep up the fall 
organization of the work. Until he reaches the 
point of the construction of the portico, a large 
number of hands is the most economical mode 
of carrying on the work. At that point the hands 
| must be reduced and the monthly expenditure 
must be reduced. A million dollars is estimated 
by him to answer all purposes for the year; but 
in order that | may insert the words ** to com- 
plete’? and make this a final appropriation, I 
choose to add the balance of the money which 
I find in his estimate for the completion of the 
work. 

Then the addition which is made in regard to 
| statues for the niches, and paintings for the pan- 

els, was put there because [ found in the amend- 

ment proposed by the Committee on Finance a 
| proviso that none of this species of work should 

be done except in a particular way. Now the 

fact is, that no portion of the money granted for 
construction is, in my opinion, applicable to the 
| work of making statues for the niches, or decor- 
| ative paintings. The vacant panels that have been 
‘left on the wall indicate and suggest that they are, 
some day or other, to be filled with paintings. 
| The money appropriated for the construction of 
the building has not been so applied, and | do not 
| think it could be properly so applied. It must be 
by a vote of Congress that these paintings are to 
be made. It must be by a vote of Congress that 
| statues are to be put in the niches. None of this 
money, ifthe whole sum asked for be granted, can 
be appropriated to either of these purposes. I have 
no wish to go on now with the paintings, or put- 
ting statuesin the niches. I agree with the chair- 
man of the Committee on Finance that it is better 
to postpone that; but I see no purpose in the pro- 
viso which is added to his amendment, unless it 
is to suggest to the minds of members, as it does 
to mine, that they are already proposing now to 
have the niches filled with statues and the panels 
on the walls filled with pantings. 
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Mr.SEWARD. Will the honorable Senator | had the proviso in so as to have a definite under- 


from ere allow me to ask him a question? 
Mr. DAVIS. Certainly. 


Mr. SEWARD. I desire to ask the Senator | acceptable in the other House, where it had been | 


whether he cannot divide his amendment. Iam 


in favor of opriating $1,000,000 for finishing || 
the Caplal, instes ae 1 | ss to make the appropriation palatable to 


the Capitol, instead of $750,000 for the year. 
want to vote first on that proposition irrespective | 
of these questions about ornamenting the panels, 
because [ am with the Senator as to the appro- 
priation, but against him on the other point. 

Mr. DAVIS. I should prefer to divide my 


amendment, and the reason I did not do so—I || 


stuck the two provisions together with a wafer, | 
as will be seen—was to get rid of a question of 
order, for which I have always great abhorrence. 


Mr. SEWARD. So have I. 








|| standing on that point. It was proposed simply 
| with reference to making the appropriation more 


refused. 
Mr. DAVIS. The objection to it is, that in 


the 
_ the officer who has been charged with t 


/money has been so applied when, in fact, it has 
| not been 


Mr. COLLAMER. I wish to ask the Senator 


a question. Certain it is there has been a great | 
| deal of ornamental painting in the new portion 


of the Capitol. Has not that painting been paid 
for out of the general appropriation for erection? 


Mr. DAVIS. [ prefer to have the question | There is a great deal of fresco painting. 


on the appropriation for the completion of the 


Mr. DAVIS. The coloring of the walls and the 


building. If lam understood, I will say nothing | little figures introduced on them? 


more. 


Mr. PEARCE. I hope the Senator frdm Mis- | 
sissippi will so change his amendmentas to leave | Committee-room of the House of Representatives, | 


out the second clause. There is certainly no ne- 


Mr. COLLAMER. Wherever there is a cov- 
ering of a room, take for instance the Agricultural 


there are paintings on the panels of the wallsand 


cessity at present for appropriating money for | overhead, and so it is all over the new Capitol. 


aintings forthe panels, and statues for the niches. 

ndeed that is a work of time. We might have 
these panels and niches filled with very unworthy | 
objects of art, instead of such as should fill them; 
and I think it would be very well to arrange a | 
system for the ornamentation of the Capitol by | 
such objects, at a time when there is more money 
in the ned than there is now, and when we 
shall have leisure to digest such a system. I 
should prefer myself that the Library Committee | 
were not charged with any such duty. 

Mr. DAVIS. Ihave answered the principal 
object I had in bringing to the notice of the Sen- | 
ate the question of the decorative ornament of 
the Capitol. It is put, by the proposition, under 
the charge of the Committee on the Library; and 
the main object I had was to correct an error 
which is creeping into the popular mind, and has 
been disseminated over the Halls of Congress, | 
that the Capitol has been decorated with the mo- 
ney given for construction. The painting of the 
walls, the coloring of the walls, the use of paint | 
instead of ornamental paper on the walls, is not 
in the nature of historical paintings which are to | 
fill the panels that are left vacant in all the walls. | 
So, too, it has gone out that an immense amount is 
spent for statuary. Nota dollar has been spent for | 
statuary except for the pediment, and that prop- | 
erly 80 spent, because the pediment of the build- | 
ing in which we now sit isornamented, not equally, | 
but in the same style. It was called for in the ped- 
iments of the extension because it was so in the | 
original building. If I have now directed the at- 
tention of the Senate to the fact that no part of the 
appropriation heretofore made, and none of that 
about to be made can properly be employed for this | 
purpose, | have answered my object. 

Mr. HUNTER. Iam opposed to inereasing | 
the appropriation, but I will state in regard to the | 
} roviso that l am very willing, personally, that it | 
should be stricken out. The opinion of the Fi- 
nance Committee was that the effect of adopting 
it would be to suspend any work of that kind | 
until a future period—not that it was a means of 
providing for carrying it on, but stopping it so as | 
to devote the money to the completion of the | 
building. 

Mr. DAVIS. I would ask the chairman, was | 
it the opinion of the Committee on Finance that 
that work had ever been commenced ? 

Mr. HUNTER. Whether it is their opinion 
or not, it is an opinion that prevails; and for the 
purpose of putting an end to it, and satisfying 


| 
| 


that the proviso should be stricken out. I am not 
willing, however, to increase the amount of the | 
appropriation. 


r. FESSENDEN. 1 will state for the infor- | 


mation of the Senator from Mississippi that this || 


proviso was put in, I believe, at my suggestion, 
although somewhat modified from the original 


that such a provision was inserted in the House 
of Representatives in order to make the appropria- 
tion more 
and then the House negatived the appropriation. 
My impression was that the appropriation might | 
fare better in the House of Representatives if we | 





latable. It was put in substantially, || 


I call thatornamental painting. Has not that been 
paid for out of the general appropriation ? 


Mr. DAVIS. There is fresco painting in the | 


committee room to which the Senator refers. and 
I am glad that he has reminded me of it, because 
that room was prepared as a specimen to be sub- 
mitted to Congress, and they were called upon by 
the then Secretary of War, being myself, to see 


whether or not they would have the other rooms | 
completed in the same style, and they were told | 


that if so, and if they would have the building 
floored with encaustic tiling, an additional sum of 
money would be required. An opinion was sought 
from Congress. It was not given by any vote, 


but it came to me in every other form that they | 


wanted the building finished in the very highest 
order of modernart. One expression I recollect dis- 


tinectly, because it was very striking, that Brother | 
Jonathan was entitled to as good a house as any | 
prince or potentate on earth, and generally that | 
they wanted the best materials and best style of | 
workmanship and highest order of art introduced | 
into the Capitol of the United States. It was under | 


that view that estimates were made for the appro- 
priation passed. 


Mr.COLLAMER. Still lunderstand that what | 


we call painting has been done to a large extent. 


There may be historical paintings to be placed in | 
the panels hereafter; that-is another affair; but it | 


is certain that painting toa large amount, toa great 


ouse of Representatives, it does Sees to 
t ' e super- | 
intendence of the work. It is a suggestion that 
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extent, in the new Capitol, has been done out of | 


the money appropriated to the general erection. 


I do not say that | am opposed to this at all, |} 


though I may differ very much from some in re- 


lation to the taste with which it has been done; | 
but Lunderstand this proviso to be nothing but a | 
| restriction in relation to getting historical paint- 


| ings, or something of that kind. 


Mr. DAVIS. Ofcourse 1 did not suppose the | 


Finance Committee meant that they should not 
put paint on the walls. It was historical paint- 
ings, of course. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I would very much desire, 
if it were possible, to puta restriction on this mat- 
ter in relation to the ordinary paintings. I think 
the architectural character of the Representative 

Hall, as now finished, is entirely overburdened 
and disguised and thrown out of sight by the 
| great variety of colors putin. I think it is a sort 
_ of Joseph’s coat; and I desire very much that that 
kind of thing may be kept out of the new Senate 
Chamber; and I believe that a large portion of the 


| Senators entertain the same taste and feelings. If | 
any who had doubts in that regard, it was pro- | 
posed to insert this proviso; but | am very willing | 


anything can be done by way of securing. little 
more of chastity in it, [ should desire it. 

Mr. DAVIS. The Senator would not reach his 
purpose at all by this proviso. It does not direct 
frself to that point atall. I would ask the Sen- 
ator if he has been in the new Senate Chamber? 

Mr. COLLAMER. [have been in it; but it 


is in so unfinished a state that I cannot judge of it. 
| Mr. DAVIS. You can judge of the ceiling. 
form proposed by me, for this reason: I noticed || 


Mr. COLLAMER. The only consolation I 


| have about it is, that a little paint brush will take 


| out all this coloring almost any time. 
Mr.DAVIS. That is not answering my ques- 


|| tion. 


_ Mr. COLLAMER. I have been in it, but it is 
| in an unfinished condition. 





|| money. 
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ng unfinished ! I thougit 





Mr. DAVIS. The ceili 
the ceiling was painted. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I am talking now about 
the gilding, and half a dozen colors put into a cor. 
nice. 

Mr. DAVIS. I think all is there that will be 
unless you propose to add something more, ’ 

Mr. COLLAMER. I do not know whatthey 
propose to put there. I believe they have not got 
quite so much meretricious ornament, as | cop. 
sider it, as in the Hall of the House of Represent. 
atives. Whether they mean to come up to that 
hereafter, | do not know. 

Mr. DAVIS. The Senator does not answer 
my question. 

r. COLLAMER. I have answered the ques. 
tion. I have been in there and looked at it, byt 
I regard it as an unfinished affair. 

Mr. DAVIS. Then it is too plain for the Sen. 
ator, suppose. He may add more to it if he 
chooses. It is a more somber style than that of 









|| the Hall of the House of Representatives. [py 


relation to the decision which the Senator makes 
on the amount of ornamentation which is exem. 
plified in either, I will only say that my taste js 
too uncultivated to decide that question. Not 
having had the advantage of seeing the best spe. 
cimens of art; not having studied painting as ay 
art, I should be compelled to draw my judgment 
from the opinion of those who had made it the 
study of their lives. A man of very high reputa- 
tion in that particular branch of art was charged 
with it; his work was examined from time to 
time, and corrected by an officer in whose taste | 
have great confidence; and I rather think that as 
the eye of those who are so ready to criticise is 
cultivated up to the highest style of art which is 
introdaced into both the Senate and House Cham- 
bers, they will appreciate better and more approve 
what has been done. Some members of the House 
have had the frankness to tell me that they dis- 
liked the ceiling very much when they went into 
their new Hall, but have since become accus- 
tomed to it, and like it very well. 

But all that amounts to very little. What is the 
painting or gilding worth when measured with the 
great purposes had in view? It was not to paint 
or to gild successfully that Congress appropriated 
It was to geta room in which they could 
hear; in which they could speak; ia which the 
business could be conducted without the disorder 
that belonged to the old Hall. It was togive tothe 
Senate a room of sufficient capacity for their pur- 
poses. The acoustic and the optic problems were 
considered of such importance as to make all the 
rest subordinate. The success in both respects, 
I think, has been eminent beyond any other public 
room of the same size of which I have heard in any 
part of the world. And if it has answered these 
great requisites, and if to these has been added a 
mode of heating which will give it an equal tem- 
perature, and a mode of ventilating which will 
prevent fumes and dust from rising from the floor 
and passing into the lungs of members, then | 
think we shall have achieved all that Congress 


| had in view, or atleast all that was considered of 


importance. Rub off the gilding, and paint out 
the colors; make them all one, if the Senator from 
Vermont desires not to have many colors; if the 
Senator wants to have all of one color, make | 
one. But there is not an artist who would attempt 
to ornament a building by painting with one color. 
His skill is shown in the Siena of the colors, 
blending them so that no one rests on the eye 
and commands its single attention. I would be 
surprised at the American Congress if it were 
to wipe out these great efforts of art, and intro- 
— as a substitute the crude notion of a single 
color. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Srvart in 
the chair.) The Chair understands the Senator 
from Mississippi as withdrawing the latter branch 
of his amendment. 

Mr. DAVIS. Yes, sir. I shall offer that after- 
wards, 

Mr. SEWARD. If we discuss from now until 
the end of the session, I do not think we shall be 
able to agree in regard to the decoration of the 
Chambers of the two Houses. It is a matter of 
taste, and our tastes differ naturally, and differ by 
cultivation and habit; but since there has been 8° 
much discussion on this subject, I barely wish ‘0 
express my opinion on the question which has 
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1858. 
been raised between the Senator from Vermont 
and the Senator from Mississippi. It seems to 
have been settled that it is necessary to have a 
Senate Chamber and a Representative Chamber in 
which everybody can hear everybody, and every- |) 
body can see mere ; and the want of these 
qualities rendered the old Chambers inconvenient. 
Itseemsalso to have been settled that the only form 
in which aChambercan be made, and furnish these 
two qualities, is the oblong and the parallelogram; 
and that there must be no breaking of the walls, no 
breaking of surfaces; there must be parallel and 
smooth surfaces. It is nothing else, then, in either 
case, but the form of a chest—the most graceless 
form in geometry or in architecture. When you 
have got that form, it certainly requires some mod- 
ification, in some way, to make it agreeable to the 
eye and to make it pleasant to the taste. I have | 
considered the matter, and I do not know any way | 
in which the Hall of the House of Representatives 
could have been relieved of the serious objection 
of the deformity so disagreeable to the eye, of an 
oblong room with nakec, smooth surfaces, and | 
commended it to my taste so effectually as it has | 
been by the process of embellishment which has | 
been adopted. But, as has been said by others, 
so itis with me; I have not been trained to the | 
study of this matter. I know that I do not appre- | 
ciate the highest perfection of music as those do } 
whose tastes have been cultivated up to it; and it 
is only as I study the art of painting that I come | 
to appreciate qualities which those who are not | 
versed in that art do not appreciate. I have | 
thought it due to express my approbation of what 
has been done in both Chambers, and to say that, | 
so faras [am concerned, 1 am content with it; | 
but I do not suppose my opinion will be of any | 
essential value. i] 
Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. President, Iam notac- | 
quainted with the details of extending the wings | 
of the Capitol; but there is one circumstance to | 
which my attention has been drawn, and on which | 
l should like to obtain information; and that is, | 
who are the sculptors that are employed in the | 
shanties out here, in preparing the different statues || 
for their appropriate places in the new Capitol? 
I have observed some of them; and the goddess 
of Liberty, I believe, is one. I am an admirer 
of statuary, but I cannot say that Lam acritic, or 
even an amateur, in that department of art. Itdoes | 
seem to me that it is a figure which makes rather | 
a queer display in the Capitol. In the first place, 
I object to its attitude. It appears to me to be in | 
anguish—drawn back in the most ungracefuland | 
ungainly attitude foralady. [Laughter.] It ap- | 
= to be in torment; and had it been physical, | 
should have imagined that it really had a boil | 
under the arm. (Laughter.] Take it all in all— | 
take the tout ensemble—I have seen nothing resem- | 
dling it. Instead of the bare feet with sandals, 
it is eee with a very formidable pair of | 
russet brogans, that would suit very well for la- | 
borers in the swamps of the South. Thatis one | 
of the most queer and ridiculous —— I have ever | 
seen to represent human nature. have never | 
seen a wax figure but what was equally graceful | 
and rather more beautiful and artistic in its ap- | 
pearance. 
Then there is an Indian woman, or squaw, to | 
be more technical, seated on a slab of marble. | 
That may be very well executed; but she has a | 
little papoose in her arms, and its little head is | 
sticking out like a terrapin’s, [laughter,} without | 
reclining gracefully onthearr. Shehasa blanket, || 
or something, holding it up; and its little neck, | 
without the least curve or grace, is very stiff, like | 
an apple ona stick. (Laughter.} Now, sir, think 
of it, that throughout all ages, as long as this Cap- || 
itol shall stand, or this Union exist, which Lhope |) 


is to be forever, that poor little Indian has to sus- || 








tain a heavy head with that little neck, and with- 
out a mother’s aid to hold it reclining on her arms. | 
{Laughter.} Any person who will look at that | 
must be agonized. Sir, the scenes around us in | 
this building ought to inspire cheerfulness and | 
pleasure. Instead of that, a contemplation of this | 
figure will inflict agony on every human being of | 
sensibility. 

And then there is a poor Indian boy, who looks | 
as if of Oriental coos, He has a large shell on | 


his shoulders; and, in this agonizing attitude, | 


water is to spout continually on him. Heisinthe | 
@ ost servile, miserable, cruel, agonizing attitude | 
tn which I ever saw a creature. It will inspire 
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| whose early death was the nation’s loss, and 


| not live to see finally executed; and yet the Sena- 











us with feelings of anguish if we should ever see 
these figures displayed about this Capitol. I | 
would like to have the gentlemen of the Senate go | 
and see them, before on are placed in a situa- 
tion where they will have to be removed; for it | 
will cost cnnatbine to place them there. I insist | 
that, at least, there ought to be an amendment for | 
the purpose of providing curtains to hang in front | 
of them, so that they shall never be seen. Lama 
man of sympathy; I feel for human suffering; and 
I could not contemplate one of these three figures 
without the extremest agony. They are in tor- 
ment; — would suppose they were representa- 
tions of some criminal that had committed an un- 
pardonable offense, for which he was doomed to | 
perpetual agony. I object to their going into this | 
Capitol, or being about it. I do not know the 
artist; I cannot exactly say whether he is a | 
native—no, sir, I know he is not a native; for a 
native artist, observing nature as it is in our 
forests and in our wilds—for we all more or less | 
pass through forests and see nature, animal, veg- 
} 





etable, material, all around us—could not have 
fancied such sketches as these are. I object 
to them unequivocally; I can never submit to | 
them. 

Mr. DAVIS. The Senator’s sympathetic heart 
is greatly moved at this mother of stone’s rude | 
treatment of her child; and his sympathy getting | 


ore of his judgment, and his industry not | 


aving induced him to acquire any information on 
the subject, he supposes these statues are to go | 
in the Capitol. One is a faun,a piece merely in- | 
tended to be put undera fountain. He mixes up 
the group made for the pediment with the idea of | 
statues for the niches in the Capitol; and after all 
that his eyes drank in had .been exhausted, he 
turned his imagination loose, and commenced on 
the broad field of assumption; and he presumed 
it would be presumption in any man in this Cham- | 
ber to attempt to strip from Crawford, the great | 
American genius, whose name has shed a luster | 
upon vr country, his merit as an artist—one | 


whom the nation yet deplores. He it was who, 
so ignorant in the eyes of the Senator from Texas, 
modeled those masterpieces of art, which he did 


tor assumes that he must have been a foreigner; 
and he no doubt felt himself safe from the — 
sition, because in the United States we have so few 
sculptors that we might have been driven to em- 
ploy a foreigner! There were two pediments. 
One was offered to Crawford, the man of highest 

enius who ever held an American chisel in his | 
hand. He took it. That is the master work of | 
his life, and will stand as long as the Senator hopes | 
the Union will stand, as a monument of his ge- |; 
nius, and an honor to his country. The other 
was offered to Powers. He declined it. His high | 
reputation as an American artist caused me to 
regret that he declined it. It is still open to an | 
American artist. It has been offered to none other; | 
no invitation has been given to any other than | 
American artists. If the Senator will inform him- | 
self a little more, his criticisms hereafter may | 
be spared the corrections which they now pro- 
voke. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I will ask whether Mr. 
Crawford lived tocomplete the pieces he designed, | 
and what pieces he designed ? 

Mr. DAVIS. Every one that belongs to the | 
pediment, accomplished by his own hand, and im- | 
ported here, and seen in the progress of its ex- 
ecution; but a disease that proved fatal before its 
final accomplishment. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I believe it is not completed | 
yet. How any man, unless he was under the | 
influence of a diseased brain, could ever have fan- | 
cied that a pair of brogans were becoming, and in- | 
corporated necessarily with heathen mythology, | 
[laughter,] 1 cannot conceive. 

Mr. DAVIS. The Senator must allow me to | 
instruct him, because his wit is out of piace, and | 
particularly as it is practiced on a dead artist of | 
such eminent character. 

Mr. HOUSTON. It is on the marble. 

Mr. DAVIS. Itis no heathen mythology. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The goddess of Liberty? 

Mr. DAVIS. You did not even stop to learn | 
the name of the thing, or the distance at whiclrit | 
was to be viewed. 


Mr. HOUSTON. 


I did not want to do it. | 


ESSIONAL GLOBE. 









[Laughter.}] I was satisfied that it was some un- 
fortunate lady that had fallen into great bodily 
agony and infelicity of feeling. Her countenance 
denotes nopleasure. I should like to know what 
lady has commended herself to the consideration 
of the Government, in a national point of view, 
so far as to be entitled to so much bestowment of 
art, and of labor, and expenditure, that has worn 
brogan shoes? [Laughter.} I commend it to the 
special notice of Senators. Her robe is floating; 
the zone is bound with loose drapery; and who 
ever heard of a person, thus dressed and decora- 
ted, wearing brogan shoes? Nobody, Mr. Pres- 
ident, ever heard of it. It ia not wit; it is matter 
of gravity and solemn complaint with me. Who 
ever heard ofa mother holding a child in her arms, 
with the little fellow’s neck sticking out like your 
finger? No, sir; it reclines on the mother’s arm 
and is not drawn up in that agonizing attitude. It 
is unheard of. 1 do not care who has done it—it 
is an imposition upon art. Crawford was a ge- 
nius, and he never did it. It is impossible that 
genius, taste, or fancy, could ever have suggested 
such a thing. Sir, go and: look at the two stat- 
ues. Look at the infant in the mother’s arms, 
and see its attitude, and what it must perpetually 
endure. See, too, the attitude of that personage— 
I do not know who she is; it appears I was mis- 
taken in supposing she was the goddess of Lib- 
erty. Certainly, | would have taken no undue 
liberties with her, [laughter,] because, to have 
commented on the model appears to be culpable. 
I did not intend it; I intended nothing but to de- 
liver my opinion. Iam nota scribbler, orl should 
have criticised them in the newspapers, to have 
»revented their introduction to the public eye. 
hey well become their present condition; they 
are unfinished, and I hope will remain so as long 
as time lasts; for whenever the artist, or the lover 
of nature, or the admirer of beauty, of grace, and 
of elegance, comes to contemplate them, they 
must be condemned ,no matter who produced them. 
I intend no reflection on the sculptor. I intend 
not the slightest reflection on the memory of the 
departed. My friendsand my enemies are to me 
alike when covered by the earth’s dust—bearing 
no part of my animosity. I only extend the sym- 
pathies of friendship to my friends with a ten- 
derness that, perhaps, I have not had the gener- 
osity to bestow upon my adversaries; but I never 
reflected upon an artist or a man of genius. Bein 
deficient in it myself, I admire it in others; and 
am willing to accord to them the highest eulogi- 
ums—the highest praise; but I judge the tree by 
its fruit. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Stuart.) 


The amendment will be read. 


The Secretary read ine amendment of Mr. Da- 
vis, as modified; which was, to strike out all after 
the word * for’’ in the amendment reported by the 
Committee on Finance, and insert: 


The completion of the Capitol extension, $1,185,183 34. 


Mr. HUNTER. For one, I am not willing to 
appropriate the entireamount. I think that where 
ever we can, we ought to cut off something from 
the estimates for public buildings and prosecute 
them a little more slowly. We have had to pro- 
pose to appropriate for other public buildings over 
the country, in order to perform existing con- 
tracts, and we shall make the appropriations so 
large that there will be no chance of meeting them 
with any means we have. It may be that they 
could expend the whole sum proposed to be ap- 
progres. by the meeting of the next.Congress; 
»ut | would rather they should go on more slowly. 
Let us save whenever we can, if it be only two 
or three hundred thousand dollars. It would be 
a great point if we could succeed in cutting down 
the estimates, if we can do so consistently with 
the public service, three or four millions. We 
shall find relief at the next session if we succeed 
in doing it. 

Mr. DAVIS. If the object of the chairman of 
the Committee on Finance is economy, he is pur- 
suing the wrong road. Unless he allows the su- 
perintendent to have that amount of money which 
will keep the whole force on the work, it follows 
as @ necessary consequence that he will have to 
discharge the force, and reémploy them when he 
gets additional appropriations. The difference 
between the sum necessary to complete the work, 


|| and that which the committee agreed to allow, is 


$435,000. I think it much better to appropriate 
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the whole sum, and require the superintendent to 

complete the building with it, than to come near 

that whole sum, and then have to give a subse- 

quent appropriation, with a knowledge that you 

must increase his estimate if you destroy his or- 
anization. 

Mr. HUNTER. We have had to meet that 
argument in other public buildings, and we shall 
have to meet itin any reduction proposed in navy- 
yards. Itis essential that we should reduce where 
ever we can. In times like these we must go on 
slowly. 
it would be better to go on with many of the pub- 
lic works more ak than we propose to do in 
the appropriation bi'ls; but looking to our condi- 
tion, the committee felt it was due to the state of 
the Treasury that wherever we could, we should 
carry on these works more slowly. 
$750,000 is appropriating more liberally, in pro- 
portion to the whole sum that is wanting, than 
we apprepriate for various other works that are 
in progress. 

Mr. i VERSON. I shall vote against this prop- 
osition to increase the appropriation; but I think 
[ shull follow out the suggestion of the chairman 
of the Committee on Finance, and move to strike 
out $750,000 and insert $500,000. I have no doubt 


it will require the amount estimated by the Sen- || 


ator from Mississippi to complete the Capitol. 
Mr. DAVIS. 


get it now, he will require more hereafter. 

Mr. IVERSON. I donot understand that rea- 
soning. It does not satisfy me that because it 
requires $1,183,000 now, it will require more if you 
do notappropriate that money now. The Senator 
from Mississippi says the expenditures are about 
one hundred thousand dollars a month. Well, 
sir, you can very easily reduce that $100,000 a 
month, without any harm whatever to the build- 
ing, by simply discharging a portion of the oper- 
atives. The expenditure is simply the amount 
you pay to your operatives, to your employés. 


If you pay $100,000 a month to them, by reducing | 


them one half, you will only have to pay $50,000, 
and it will merely run the expenditure over a 
larger space of time—that is all. 


Mr. DAVIS. I will tell the Senator why I think || 


it will require more money if the whole appropri- 
ation be not now made. 
the same number of principal workmen, the same 
number of overseers, draughtsmen, and superin- 
tendents, that he would have with a larger body 
of operatives. The expensive part of the person- 
nel must be kept up with the smaller organization. 
Consequently it will cost more money; because, 
when he disbands his men and brings them back 


again, he must expect to pay for bringing them || 


back. 
Mr. IVERSON. Lapprehend that all the mod- 


els and drawings have already been made. Cer- | 


tainly at this stage of the proceedings new models 
and new drawings are not to be exhibited. They 
must have all been agreed upon and furnished 
long since. There is no necessity, then, for em- 

loying artists for that purpose. 
Cock done already, every room inthe building, has 


been planned; the execution of the whole of it | 


has been planned, and the whole of it entered 


upon; itis all understood, and does not require || 
the employment of those artists, it seems to me, | 


to carry it on. 

I think it eminently proper, in the present con- 
dition of the public finances, that the appropria- 
tions should be limited; and we ought to com- 
mence here on the Capitol, which is intended for 
our convenience. Thatis the proper place to stop 
expenditures and lessen them. The Committee 
of Ways and Means in the House of Represent- 
atives, instead of appropriating money to go on 
with the fortifications and necessary defenses of 
the country, have only proposed to appropriate a 
sufficient amount to keep them in repair, to keep 
them in a condition of not wasting or going to de- 
cay. Many fortifications of essential interest and 
benefit to the country are to be left in this condi- 
tion. The one which is the key to the Galf of 
Mexico, the one which is more important, per- 
haps, than all the others put together to the south- 
ern country, especially to those States lying on 
the Gulf of Mexico, is to be left in this condition. 
The fortifications on Tortugas are to be left in this 
condition, for the express reason that there is not 
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If we had the money, I have no doubt | 


I believe | 


It requires that amount to com- | 
plete it now; but if the superintendent does not 


The officer must keep | 


All that has | 





enough money in the Treasury to go on with these 
' works. Soin my own State; $200,000 was ap- 
propriated at the last Congress to erect a naval 
depot on Blythe Island, near Brunswick, Georgia. 
The Secretary of the Navy, in response to a call 
| made by a resolution of mine, states that the site 
has been purchased, but that no other proceed- 
ings will be carried on in relation to that work, 
because the Administration have determined not 
| to commence any new work. 
If we are not to apply money already appro- 
riated inthe commencement of anew work which 
is considered important to my section and to other 
sections, I think we ought not to expend so much 
money on the Capitol of the United States. 
us appropriate $500,000 this year. Let the su- 
perintendent dismiss a portion of his employés, 
and keep the rest in reserve for the next year. 
We shall meet here in December; an appropria- 
tion bill can be passed immediately, if this appro- 
priation should be exhausted in the mean time; 
| and we can then appropriate a sufficient amount 
to go on with the work to a conclusien. I think 
itis better, in the condition of the Treasury, that 
_ we should spread those expenditures overas great 
a space of time as possible, so that the work be 
not delayed or injured by neglect. I am in favor of 
the least amount of expenditure, and I shall move 
to strike out the $750,000 reported by the Com- 
mittee on Finance, and insert $500,000, which I 
think will be amply sufficient to keep the super- 
_intendent and all the necessary workmen engaged 
there the present year. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment of the Senator from Missis- 
sippi to the amendment of the Committee on Fi- 
nance. ; 

Mr. WADE called forthe yeas and nays; and 
| they were ordered. 
|| ‘The question being taken by — and nays, 
resulted —yeas 23, nays 27; as follows: 


den, Davis, Douglas, Fitch, Foot, Foster, Jones, Kennedy, 
Pearce, Rice, Sebastian, Seward, Simmons, Stuart, Thomp- 
son of Kentucky, Thomson of New Jersey, Toombs, Wil- 
son, and Yulee—23. 

NAYS — Messrs. Allen, Brown, Chandler, Clingman, 
| Collamer, Durkee, Fessenden, Fitzpatrick, Green, Gwin, 


So the amendment to the amendment wis | 


| rejected. 

} Mr. DAVIS. I now offer the other branch as 
| a proviso to the amendment of the committee. I 
|| propose to strike out the following proviso of the 
|| committee’s amendment: 

“ Provided, That this appropriation shall not be expended, 


the Capitol extension, either by painting or sculpture in the 
panels or niches of the Senate or House, unless the designs 


submitted to, and approved by, the Joint Committee on the 
Library of Congress.” 

And insert in lieu thereof : 
| Toenable the Library Committee to contract with dis- 
| tinguished artists for historical paintings and sculpture, for 
the panels and niches of the legislative Halls, and of the 
great stairways of the Capitol extension, $50,000, in addi- 
tion to the funds already in their hands for that purpose. 

Mr. SEWARD. [ask a division on striking 
out and inserting. I want to strike out the pro- 
viso, but not to insert the substitute. 
|| “The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
say to the Senator from New York that the mo- 
tion to strike out and insert is not divisible. 

Mr. HUNTER. I would suggest to the Sen- 


~- > 


complish his objectin another way. 
the proviso, I have no objection to its being 
stricken out. I do not think it accomplishes much, 
|| one way or the other. It was merely supposed it 
|| might, perhaps, make the appropriation more ac- 
ceptable to the House of Representatives. I am 
willing for that to be stricken out, but I am un- 
willing to vote $50,000 for artists. I think that 
| ought to be postponed. If he chooses to move to 
strike out, he can move that, and then move to 
insert the additional appropriation, and he can 
thus in effeet divide the proposition. 

Mr. DAVIS. 
propriation. The Committee on the Library can 
go into the question at once. I doubt very much 
whether they would expend a dollar of the money 
for a year or two, if it was appropriated now. 








LOBE. 


Let. 


YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Bright, Broderick, Clay, Critten- || 


Hammond, Harlan, Hayne, Houston, Hunter,tverson, Jobn- | 
son of Arkansas, Johnson of Tennessee, Mallory, Mason, || 
Polk, Pugh, Reid, Slidell, Trumbull, Wade, and Wright—27. 


in whole or in part, upon the embellishment or decoration of 


for such embellishment and decoration shall have been first || 


ator from Mississippi that perhaps he could ac- | 
4 If he dislikes | 


I have no ee about the ap- | 





May 28. 








| Mr.PEARCE. Iwill say that I think the pro- 
| visoentirely unnecessary. Iam satisfied that the 
t ay Committee really have no authority to 
expend any money for the b pon an of statues and 
|| paintings in the niches and panels. The appro- 
ooo is designed for the continuation of the 
| building of the structure; and although the pro- 
| viso is that none of the appropriation shall be ex. 
pended for the purposes I have just mentioned 
| except | the approbation of the Library Com. 
|| Mittee, the language would seem to imply that 
| with their approbation, it might be so expended. 
I am certain if it were left to the Library Com. 
|| mittee, they would not now expend a dollar of jt 
| in thatway. They want the building completed 
| first. All this ornamentation is surplusage; it can 
|| be better done afterwards than now. I think it jg 
_ as well to get rid of the proviso. I do not see any 
|| Necessity for it. 
| Mr. DAVIS. Let the question be taken on 
| striking out the proviso. I propose, first, to strike 
|| out the proviso of the Committee on Finance. 
|| Mr. COLLAMER. Do I understand the hon. 
‘| orable Senator to move that as a division of his 
,| motion? 
|| The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is stated jn 
| that form; but it is a separate proposition. 
| Mr. COLLAMER. Idesire to inquire whether 
| the Senator from Mississippi expects to strike 
= this proviso with a view to inserting any- 
thing? 
| Mr. DAVIS. Laccepted the suggestion of the 
| Senator from New York, to divide the question, 
| Mr. COLLAMER. The Chair decided that it 
| could not be divided. 
| Mr. DAVIS. Let the question be divided, so 
‘| as to strike out. 
| Mr. COLLAMER. Then you must modify 
| your motion in that way. 
| Mr. DAVIS. Very well. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chairun- 
derstood the Senator from Mississippi to modify 
| his motion, so as to confine it to striking out the 
roviso of the amendment of the Committee on 

inance. 

| ‘The motion to strike out was agreed to; there 
| being, on a division—ayes twenty-five, noes not 
| counted. 

The amendment, as modified, was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the committee was to 
|| strike out the following clause: 
|! ** For the purchase of fifty copies of the Diplomatic Cor- 
| respondence of the United States from 1776 to 1783, in six 
volumes, at five dollars per volume, to supply such States 
and Territories as have nut been furnished with them, and 
such ef our missions abroad as have not been heretofore fur- 
nished, the sum of $1,500.”” 


Mr. HUNTER. The request of the Depart- 
| ment was, that they should purchase five hundred 
_copies. That would have amounted to a much 
| larger sum. The House of Representatives, in- 
stead of five hundred, put in fifty. Mr. Rives, 
| who has the stereotyped plates, says he would not 
| furnish such a smal! number as that, he would 
'| lose by it, and to justify him in undertaking the 
task, it would be necessary to take more copies. 
The committee concluded that, for the present, 
it was best to strike out the whole proposition. 
|| There is no pressing necessity for it. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


|| ‘The next amendment was to insert at the end 
of the first section: 


|| For defraying the expenses of a certain party of Omaha 
Indians who visited the city of Washington during the 
|| months of February and March, 1852, to be expended under 
|| the direction of the Secretary of the Interior—being the 
| balance of a former appropriation, which was carricd to tie 
surplus fund on the 30th June, 1857—$335. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was to insert: 

For payment to the Secretary of the Senate of the suis 
paid by him to the representatives of Senators Bell, Butler, 
and Rusk, under the resolution of the Senate of the 10th of 
March, 1858, directing the payment of the same, ont of the 
|| contingent fund of the Senate, to the representatives of Ue 


| said Senators respectively, $2,589 04. 
|| The amendment was agreed to 


The next amendment of the committee was: 
For continuing the extension * the Treasury building, 


Mr. HUNTER. Before that question is taken 
I wish to Sive some explanation. There are here 
a whole series of amendments, which relate to the 
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custom-houses and marine hospitals, which were 
inserted upon estimate by the Secretary of the 
Treasury. The whole amount is $1,700,000. 
These were estimated for by the Secretary of the 
Treasury for the reason that most of the money 
was necessary to carry out existing contracts, 
made at a time when the Treasury was full, and 
in regard to some of these contracts, perhaps most 
of them, before he came into office. Large con- 
tracts were entered into for material. This mate- 
rial will be delivered and we shall have to pay for 
it, and he has only asked for so much in addition 
as willbe necessary to put it up as it is delivered. 
He does not ask a cent to go beyond this—to go 
beyond what is necessary to carry out existing 
contracts, and to use up the material which will 
be thus furnished. Under the circumstances it 
seemed to the committee to be economy, indeed 
it seemed to be necessary, because if we do not 
meet these contracts the contractors will come 
upon us for damages. Most of the money will 
be required for that pate There will be some 
of it in addition, as I said before, for the purpose 
of bringingit here. If you bring a block of carved 
marble and expose it to the weather it would lose 
almost its value unless put in a safe place. 

The appropriation asked for being confined to 
these objects, the Committee on Finance thought 
it was due to public credit as well as to economy 
to propose an appropriation for them. Nothing 
has been asked by the Secretary for any new 
building. Nothing has been asked for by him for 
any building where he could, without a violation 
of the public faith, postpone the work. That be- 
ing the case, we did not see what we could do but 
to propose to satisfy these contracts and to make 
these appropriations. 
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| sense of the Senate were taken on itas a whole— 


the whole estimate for $1,700,000 —but I suppose 
it will be taken on these separate items first. I 
will say in regard to the Senator’s proposition, 
however, that I shall have to ask if there is any 
estimate for it from the Department, any recom- 
mendation from a committee, in order to make it 
in order? 

Mr. SEWARD. 
have. 

Mr. HUNTER, Then it is not in order. 

Mr.SEWARD. Itis very important that there 
should be these buildings in the city of Brooklyn, 
and this is a very reasonable place to put the pro- 
vision, and the amount is a very reasonable esti- 
mate. 

Mr. HUNTER. Then it is not in order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
thinks the amendment is excluded by the rule of 
the Senate. ° 

Mr. POLK. I should like to ask the chairman 
of the Committee on Finance one question. I see 
that the amount of $20,000 is mentioned to be ap- 
propriated to the completion of the custom-house 


I am not able to say that I 


or public building, not only for a custom-house, 
but other purposes, in the city of St. Louis. I 
should like to learn from the chairman if he is sat- 
isfied that $20,000 will effect that purpose. | was 
under the impression that it would require, per- 
haps, $30,000. 

Mr. HUNTER. I will look to the report. 

Mr. POLK. While the Senator is looking for 
the paper, | wil! observe that this is the state of 
the case in reference to that building: some thirty 
thousand dollars will complete it; and when com- 


| pleted, it will accommodate all the United States 


In regard to the Treasury building, I will say || 


that the contracts were made for the delivery of 
materials very far ahead of the predecessor of the 
present Secretary of the Treasury, at atime when 
the Treasury was full, when it was a judicious 
mode of expending money, and this stone is now 
being delivered when we are not vegy full of funds. 
The scheme is to employ hands enough to use it 
as it comes, and not to stop that work, because the 
delivery of the material isa very expensive thing. 
Under these circumstances, it seems to be econ- 
omy to appropriate what the Secretary has asked. 

Mr. HALE. I wish to ask the chairman of 
the Committee on Finance if these contracts of the 
Secretary, made for these great quantities, were 
according to law. I understand the law of May 
1, 1820, is that contracts shall not be made unless 
there is an appropriation adequate to carry them 
out. Had he the right to make contracts ahead 
of the appropriations ? 

Mr. HUNTER. [am notable to say how that 
is. I have not investigated that question. Con- 
tracts have been made. I do not know how far 
they were justified by law, how far the special 
law making appropriation for these custom-houses 
may have justified them. I cannot answer that 
question. Ido not know; but certain it is the 
contracts have been made, and the material is 
being delivered in large quantities. We have to 


pay for it as it is delivered, under the contracts; | 


and it is economy, in regard to these buildings, 
to employ just so much labor as will be necessary 
to use up the materials, instead of leaving it ex- 
posed to the weather. 


Mr. SEWARD. I wish to move an amend- 
ment to the amendment: 

And for the construction of a building fora post office and 
other Government purposes in the city of Brooklyn, State 
of New York, $50,000 ; and also such additional suim as may 
be necessary to purchase a suitable site for such building, 
not to exceed $30,000. 


Mr. HUNTER. Does the Senator move that | 
as anamendment to this for the completion of the || 


Treasury building? 


Mr.SEWARD. Anamendmentto your amend- | 


ment. I suppose your amendment is to complete 


the whole of the buildings now in process of con- | 


struction. 
Mr. HUNTER. I should be very glad if the 
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| though. 


offices in the city of St. Louis. As the matter now 
is, there is probably expended every year by the 
United States for rent, asum equal to the amount 
that will be necessary to complete this building. 

Mr. HUNTER. I have found the paper. The 
estimate is $20,000, to complete the custom-house 
at St. Louis, estimated by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, and Mr. Bowman, who is in charge of 
the work. 

Mr.GREEN. [had an interview with Mr. 
Bowman myself, and he showed me his exhibit, 
stating it at $29,600. 

Mr. HUNTER. 

Mr. GREEN. 

Mr. HUNTER. 


Here is the document. 
| cannot help his document. 

We have not come to that, 
When we do come to it, I shall have 
the document read. ° ° 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator from Virginia desire a division of the amend- 
ment? It is all one amendment, the Chair thinks. 

Mr. HUNTER. Then [I do not desire a di- 
vision. I am willing for Senators to question me 
in regard toany one item. I think it had better 
be taken as a whole. The estimate is as a whole, 


_ and I ask that this paper be read, by way of ex- 


planation. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. Iask whether the Sen- 


| ator from Missouri has looked far enough ahead. 


I see there is one appropriation for $20,000, to 
complete the St. Louis custom-house, and an- 
other appropriation afterwards under the head of 
fencing, grading, paving, and furnishing custom- 
houses, and it saysat St. Louis, Missouri, $14,600, 


| making altogether $34,600. 


Mr. GREEN. He told me that $29,600 would 
finish the grading and fencing, and make it all 
perfect. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Then you have more 


| than you want. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The whole 


amendment will be read. 


The Secretary read it, as follows: 

For continuing the extension of the Treasury building, 
$500,000. 

For continuing the work on the custom-house at New 
Orleans, Louisiana, $350,000. 

For continuing the work on the custom-house at Charles- 
ton, South Carolina, #300,000. 

For the completion of custom houses at the following 


i gee, namely: at Ellsworth, Maine, $2,000; at Portsmouth, | 
|| New Hampshire, $50,000; at Bristol, Rhode Island, includ- | 
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ing fencing and grading, $5,000; at New Haven, Connec- 


ticut, $60,000; at Oswego, New York, $10,000; at Plattsburg, 
New York, $10,000; at Newark, New Jersey, $1,000; at 
Noriolk, Virginia, $20,000; at Pensacola, Florida, 35,000 ; 
at St. Louis, Missouri, $20,000; at Mobile, Alabama, in- 
cluding fencing and paving, $30,000; at Galena, IDinvis, 
#10.000; at Milwaukee, Wiscousin, $10,000; and for anaual 
repairs at custom houses, $15,000. 

For the completion of marine hospitals at the following 
: at Portland, Maine, $3,000 ; at St. Mark's, 
Florida, $2,500; at New Orleans, Louisiana, ineludiag fill- 


| Ing Up site, grading, introducing gas and water pipes, and 
| fixtures, and fencing, $85,000 ; at Cincinnati, Ohio, 850,000; 


at Galena, Ilinois, 35,000 ; and for annual repairs at marine 
hospitals, $15,090. 

For fencing, grading, paving, and furnishing the enstom- 
houses at the following places, namely: at Elsworth,Maine, 
$3,000; at Bath, Maine, (for furniture alone,) $1,100; at 
Burlington, Vermont, $4,600; at New Haven, Connecticat, 


| $8,500; at Oswego, New York, $7,300; at Platsburg, New 


York, $9,900 ; at Newark, New Jersey, $5,200; at Alexan- 
dria, Virginia, 83,700; at Norfolk, Virginia, $12,000 ; at Mo- 
bile, Alabama. (for furniture alone,) 82,600; at Pensacola, 
Florida, $2,500 ; at St. Louis, Missouri, $14,600; at Louis- 
ville, Kentucky, $3,900; at Cleveland, Ohio, $7,100; at 


| Galena, Hlinois, 83,700 ; at Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 87,700. 


For fencing, grading, paving, and furnishing, the marine 
hospitals at the following places, namely: at Burlington, 
Vermont, $8,400; at Chalsea, Massachusetts, (out build- 
ings, grading, aud fenciiug,) $19,700; at St. Mark’s, Florida, 
$1,2005 at Detroit, Michigan, $7,500; at Galena, Llinois, 
$3,209 ; at Burlington, lowa, $4,100. 


Mr. HUNTER. I now send to the desk the 


document to which I have alluded, and I ask that 
it be read. 


The Secretary read it, as follows: 


TREASURY DevartMent, May 10, 1858. 

Sir: T herewith transmit a communication from the con- 

struction bureau of this Department, asking for certain ap- 

| propriations, to be expended in the prosecution of certain 

public buildings. The prineipal sums were estimated for 

| in the report of that offieer, which accompanied my an- 

| nual report to Congress. ‘The reasons for an increased es- 

| timate in some instances are set forth in the accompany ing 
communication, 

This branch of the public service has been conducted 
with a proper regard to the existing state of the Treasury. 
When the works are progressing under contracts, there is no 
discretion with the Depart™ent to limit their progress ; but 
in other cases the expenditure is limited to such amounts as 
| will prevent injury to the works in progress from a total 
suspension of them. 
| lam, sir, very respectfull), your obedient servant, 

HOWELL COBB, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


Ilon. James L. Orr, 
Speaker House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 
Treasury DeparTMeENT, May 6, 1858. 

Sir: In my annual report to you on the condition of the 
several buildings being ereeted under the Treasury Depart- 
ment, [had the honor to call attention to the approprin- 
tions required to be made to carry on the works with 
economy, having a proper regard to the pecuniary embar- 
rassment of the ‘Treasury. 

Since that period (September 30) the works have pro- 
gressed with increased vigor, owing to the abundance 
and comparative cheapness of materials and labor, conse - 
quent upon the hard times. The result has been that larger 
expenditures have been made than could then be antici- 
pated. As most of the works are being done by contract, 
it was impossible to restrain the increased expenditures. 

From this cause the unexpended balances that were ex- 
| pected to be available for the first two quarters of the next 
| fiscal year are greatly reduced, and in some instances en- 
tirely expended. Owing to this increased vigor in pros- 
ecuting the works, many of them will be finished, if the 
necessary appropriations are now made, before the next 
meeting of Congress. 
| In view of these circumstances, and to avoid damages 
| which the contractors will not fail to demand if the works 
| are suspended, and at the same time to save the large 
| amounts now annually paid for rent of buildings, which 
those in question are designed to replace, | would most re- 
spectfully recommend that Congress be requested to make 
the following appropriations : All designed to complete, in 
every particular, all the buildings named, except the eur 
tom-houses at New Orleans and Charleston, and the Treas- 
ury extension, of which latter the sum asked will finish the 
south and @portion of the west wing. 

I also subjoin estimates in gross, accompanied by others 
in detail, of the amounts necessary to fence, grade, and 
furnish those buildings that are now completed or that will 
be finished before the next meeting of Congress. 

I have the honor to be, very ee your obedient 
| servant, A. H. BOWMAN, 





Engineer in charge Treasury Department. 
| Hon. Howe Coss, Secretary of the Treasury. 
=, 


| Appropriations necessary to continue the following works 


i during the fiseal year ending June 30, 1859. 
\| Treasury CXtensiOn........ccssccsccece score 


$500,009 00 
350,000 00 
300,000 00 


Custom-house at New Orleans, Loui-iana... 
Custom house at Charleston, South Carolina 





—_— + 


1,150,000 00 
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Appropriations necess 
plele the buildings at t 
ing-named places : 


Custom-houses. 





to com- 


Sollow- 








9G 
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Ellsworth, Maine........-+.s0+- 2,000 00 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire.... 50,000 00 
Bristol, Rhode Island, including 
fencing and grading,.. .......- 5,000 00 
New Haven, Connecticut...... . 60,000 00 
Oswego, New York.....-.+ e000. 10,000 00 
Piatt-burg, New York..... anes 10,000 00 
Newark, New Jersey.....-..++++ 10,000 00 
Norfolk, Virginia........++6. «eee 20,000 00 
Pensacola, FPlorida...... se. .0+ 5,000 00 
St. Louis, Missouri....... eoesees 20,000 00 
Mobile, Alabama, including fen- 
cing and paving.......see+e005 30,000 00 
Galena, [linois...........0.2.+- 10,000 00 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin.......... 10,000 00 
Annual repairs... cece ccccee cscs 15,000 00 
—- 257,000 00 
Marine hospitals. 
Portland, Maine......... owetees $3,000 00 
St. Mark’s, Florida............. 2,500 00 
New Orleans, Louisiana, includ- 
ing filing up site, grading, in- 
troducing gas and water pipes, 
and fixtures, and fencing...... 5,000 00 
CIR NED acc eécdeesccees 50,000 00 
Ss TIO so kka cde cocsccies 5,000 00 
Annual repairs......-..eeeeeeee - 15,000 00 
160,500 00 
Appropriations required for fen- 
“eo grading, paving, and fur- 
nishing the following buildings, 
which have been or will be ctom- 
pleted before the next session of 
Congress : 
Custom houses. 
Ellaworth, Maine........... sees $3,000 00 
Bath, Maine, furniture alone.... 1,100 00 
Burlington, Vermont............ 4,600 00 
New Haven, Connecticut....... 8,500 00 
Oswego, New York.... +... ..00- 7,300 00 
Plattsburg, New York.......... 9,900 00 
Newark, New Jersey........ ees 5,200 00 
Alexandria, Virginia............ 3,700 00 
Norfolk, Virginia... ............ 12,000 00 
Mobile, Alabama, furniture alene, — 2,600 00 
Pensacola, Florida...........+++ 2.51.0 00 
St. Louis, Missouri............. 14,600 00 
Louisville, Kentucky........... 3,900 00 
Cleveland, Ohi0.... 0... ecee ees ° 7,100 00 
NS arr 3,700 00 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin......... - 7,700 00 
_- 97,400 00 , 
Marine hospitals. 
Burlington, Vermont...........+ $3,400 00 





Chelsea, Massachusetts, out- 
buildings, grading, and fencing, 19,700 0) 
St. Mark’s, Florida......0.. 00s 1,200 00 
Detroit, Michigan .......6....+0 7,500 00 
GORD, THES osncs on bce cccees 3,800 00 
er Pree 4,100 00 
—-—— 39,700 00 
Total appropriation asked for........ ......$1,704,600 00 


Mr. PUGH. I wish to ask the Senator from 
Virginia a question. What is the gross amount 
covered by these various estimates in this amend- 
ment? 

Mr. HUNTER. 
thousand dollars. 

Mr. PUGH. 
that of the Senate to the fact that three appropri- 
ations amount to $1,150,000. Three of them are 
more than two thirds of the whole—the Treasury 
extension, the custom-house at New Orleans, and 
the custom-house at Charleston, South Carolina. 

Mr. HUNTER. The explanation in regard 
to the Treasury building I have given. In regard 
to the custom-houses at New Orleans and Charles- 
ton, as I have said befvre, the materials are deliv- 


One million seven hundred 
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expressly forbidseverybody, except the Commis- 
sary General, and the Navy Department in cer- 
tain instances, from making a contract, unless 
there is a law especially for it, or an appropria- 
tion adequate to it; and if he has gone on and 
made these contracts, without law and without 
an adequate appropriation, I think the Senate 
ought to look into it, and ought not to vote to pay 
illegal contracts thus made by the Secretary. 

Mr. HUNTER. They have not paid acent, as 
IT understand. During the next fiscal year, under 
contracts already made—made by the predeces- 
sor of the present Secretary—this material will be 
delivered. 
tract, it ought to be paid for; and when itis paid 


for, then the only additional estimate is for labor || 


enough to use that material. 


Mr. HALE. Itisthe very thing] amcomplain- | 
ing of, that the Secretary has made these contracts, || 


and made them in the very face of the law which 
says he shall not make them unless there is a law 
authorizing him to make contracts. I do notun- 
derstand that there was in this case, and itis man- 
ifest there is no appropriation adequate to carry 
them out; for if there was, we should not be asked 
to appropriate the money now. [am not willing 
to register a decree of a million and a half of 
money to carry out acontract which the Secretary 
is forbidden to make. 

Mr. KING. I desire to offer an amendmentas 
an additional clause: 


° 1" ° ° | 
That the Secretary of the Treasury is required to execute | 


the provisions of the acts of Congress approved August 16, 
1856, and March 3, 1857, authorizing and directing the said 
Secretary to cause to be constructed buildings therein men- 
tioned for custom house and post office purposes, and for 


the accommodation of the courts of the United States, and | 
the appropriations made by the said acts are continued for |) 


the purpose of the execution of said provisions of said laws. 

Mr. HUNTER. I believe in equity that amend- 
ment is not in order, but technically I suppose it 
is, as the Senator has introduced it for the purpose 
of carrying out the provisions of an existing law; 
that is, to force the Secretary to proceed at once 
to the erection of a building which he desires to 


postpone. I suppose itis in order, but it certainly | 


ought not to be adopted. 
Mr. KING. We have in this amendment of 


_ the Committee on Finance, appropriations to meet 


contracts and expenditures by the Secretary of 


| the Treasury which it is alleged, and not contra- 


/upon him to have executed; and I think itis with | 


dicted by the chairman of the Committee on Fi- 
nance—I have not examined the laws in relation 


to some of these appropriations myself—were not | 


authorized by law. [ask that the Secretary of 
the Treasury be directed to carry out the provis- 
ion of laws already passed, which it is obligatory 


_a very bad grace that his friends, or the friends of 
| the Administration, come in here and ask that they 


| want to direct his attention and | 


ered there. There were large contracts for mate- | 
rials, which have been delivered. This estimate | 
is only for so much labor as may be necessary to | 


put up the material which is to be delivered under 


| propriations; and thus, in fact, give to the exec- || 


shall be excused from executing laws which were | 


passed when the funds were in the Treasury to 
meet the expenses, and that we shall appropriate 
for other purposes to meet contracts which were 
not authorized by law, and not authorized by ap- 


| utive department of the Government the entire 


control of the Treasury of the country. For what 


| purpose is it that laws are passed and appropria- 


contracts. These contracts we must meet and pay || 


for. 


|| use of a Congress atall. 


Mr. PUGH. I do not object to them, but when | 
I hear so much about geographical ineguality of | 


appropriations, | direct the attention of the Sen- | 


ate to that fact. 


Mr. HALE. 


It seems to me—I do not know 


that it will do any good to mention it—that the | 


Senate ought not to pass this lightly over. Here 


ig an appropriation of $500,000 for the extension | 


of the 


carry out contracts already made, by which the 
material is to be delivered; and this is for the labor 
necessary to use it, I understand that such a 


: and ; > 
reasury building, which the chairman of | 
the Committee on Finance tells us is simply to | 


contract as that is illegal, and that neither the | 
Secretary of the Treasury nor anybody else had | 


tions made? Surely that they may be executed 
and carried out by that Department of the Gov- 
ernment who exercise that duty. 
liberty to execute a statute or not, to say * this 


law we will execute, and that we will not,” and | 


then ask us to make appropriations to carry out 
their purposes while they refuse to carry out ap- 
propriations Congress have ordered, there is no 
What are we to expect 
inall the subordinate branches of the Government 
if here, at the capital of the nation, the chief ex- 


ecutive officers utterly disregard the law, and as- | 


sume, as it is assumed by the chairman of the 
committee here, that a discretion may exist with 
the Executive Departments to execute a law or 
not? lask simply that the provisions of the laws 
of 1856 and 1857 shall be executed, and I think 
ita very reasonable request. 

Mr. HUNTER. I will state the history of the 
amendment of the Finance Committee, [t was 
offered in the House of Representatives, and that 
House refused to adoptit, [twas with great re- 
luctanee that | could bring my mind to agree to 
it; but on the statement that it was necessary in 


When it is delivered under the con- | 


If they are at | 





| any authority to make it; that the law of 1820 '| order to carry out contracts—and whether they be 


legal or not it scarcely concerns us now to inquire 

for they were not made by the present Secretary— 
| contracts which already existed for the material 
‘| and for so much more labor as would be neces. 
| sary to use this material. To that extent I was 
|| willing to go, but not one step further. If the 

Senate introduced any one of these new works 
where the completion can be postponed, and which 
the Secretary of the Treasury has postponed in 
| consideration of the present condition of the Treas. 
| ury, I, for one, will vote against this amendment 
|| which our committee have offered. In other 
|| words, I was only willing to vote for it upon the 
_ principle that I would go as far as was necessary 
|, in order to save the public faith, and when the 
material which we had thus contracted for was 
delivered, I would vote as much more as was ne. 
cessary to put that in a safe condition. 

So far as the committee’s amendment is con- 
| cerned, I simply seek to discharge a public duty; 
| I would not turn on my heel to save it. If Sen- 
‘| ators believe the contracts were made against law 
‘| —and that I neither affirm nor deny, for I have had 
|| no means of examining into it; if they believe the 
| contracts were illegal let them vote them out; but 

that is no reason for voting in others where we 
can postpone the works and complete them at 
more convenient season, or when we have more 
money in the Treasury. If they think the build. 
ings which we propose to complete, and for which 
| we propose to appropriate money, ought to be 
postponed, and the payment of those contracts 
|| postponed because they were illegal, let them vote 
'them all out. I shall not say one word more in 
| their favor than 1 have already said, for it was 
|| with great reluctance I went for them. 
Mr. KING. | am in favor of economy in the 
| expenditures of the Government, and | will goas 
| far as any Senator in any action with a view toa 
| legitimate reduction of the expenses of the Gov- 
|} ernment. But there is a question here other than 
| the appropriation of $50,000 or $100,000 to any 
| particular purpose. We are called upon to vote 
|| appropriations of millions. At the commencement 
of this session we were asked to vote an appro- 
|| priation of about nine million dollars of deficiency, 
|, Which was concededly contracted on the part of 
|| the Government without appropriations by Con- 
| gress. The Executive Departments go on and 
|, make Sipenesieaes and then come to Congress 
and ask us to 4ppropriate the money; and we are 
‘| to be told the honor of the country is concerned 
in the payment of these debts because they have 
| been contracted, and we must vote the money, 
| when that same Executive Department refuses to 
| use the money in the Treasury for the purposes 
for which Congress has appropriated it. 
‘|| There are two sides to this question, The Ex- 
-ecutive Departments of the Government are not 
only spending millions of money unauthorized 
|| by any action of Congress, but they are refusing 
to expend money which they are authorized and 
required by an act of Congress to expend for cer- 
tain purposes. What does this lead to but the giv- 
ing to the executive department the authority to 
use the Treasury to its friends and partisans, and to 
| purposes that promote its own interest and views 
|| where it pleases, with favor? Itis an authority that 
never ought to exist with them. It does not exist 
| with them by law, and for one, I will never, by 
my vote, ratify any such exercise of power by the 
| Executive, and 1 am surprised that there should 
be an effort here to sustain the Government in this 
matter, by gentlemen who ask us, in the present 
condition of the Treasury, to refrain from voting 
| large appropriations. Why, sir, in the very prop- 
| osiuion to which I offer this amendment, there are 
heavy appropriations of $200,000, $300,000, and 
| $500,000 to particular objects; $500,000 to the con- 
struction of the Treasury building here, a build- 
'| ing which is not wanted for any special or inime- 
| diate purpose; and small appropriations over the 
| country at other places are to be withdrawn from 
|| them until they. shall have lapsed to the Treas- 
| ury,expired by the expiration of the force of the 
|, laws, and then perhaps never be done. In the 
| one locality, about which | know something, a 
| special and particular friend of the Administration 
'| has already obtained from the Department the pay 
for the site of the place, a site in my judgment 
not the very best that could have been found in 
the logality, but it was selected, and for that rea- 
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cont am not disposed to talk abou: it. They had | 


power to select a site and did so, and paid for it, | 
and he has got the money which it was very con- 
venient for him to have, I know; and which, so 
faras a neighbor is concerned, I have no objection 
to his having; but I have no idea that money 
which was appropriated, and which was in the 
Treasury at the time it was appropriated, shall 
be withheld, and that the public shall go with- 
out the accommodation Congress intended they 
should have on the mere arbitrary discretion of 
an executive officer. I wish this amendment ap- 
pended to the amendment of the Finance Com- 
mittee; and then if the chairman does not want 
any of it adopted, [ have no very particular wish 
about it. Still L think it the duty of the executive 
department to execute the laws and not to under- 
take to assume a discretion to set them aside, and 
certainly not when they are using millions that 
they are not authorized to use and afterwards 
come to Congress to get them to ratify it. 

Mr. GREEN. It does not seem to me to be 
very correct to characterize the Secretary of War 
or the heads of the Executive Departments as 
having made contracts without authority of law, 
when there is no evidence of it. True, there was 
adeficiency bill passed here; but I know, the Sen- 
ate knows, and the country knows, that every 
one of the obligations provided for in it was in- 
curred according to law, and the very law to which 
the Senator from New Hampshire refers, has a 
proviso in it excepting the cases in which the in- 
debtedness occurred for which the deficiency bill 
passed. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Will the Senator from 
Missouri allow me to inquire if it excepted the 
$250,000 for surveys in California? 

Mr. GREEN. I understand all that. That is 
not the $5,000,000.to which the Senator from New 
York alluded. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It was part of that bill. 

Mr. GREEN... True, it was part of that bill; 
bui the Senator from Hlinois ought to know under 
what circumstances that indebtedness occurred. 
Continuing contracts were made, the work under 
which amounted to that sum, and it was required 
to meet an actual deficiency. Deficiency bills are 
incident to the nature of the Government; and 
while we all vote them with the greatest reluctance, 
and while we scrutinize them with the utmost 
care, as we ought to do, it is not very appropri- 
ate to charge an executive officer with a violation 
of law, when the law leaves a margin within which 
he may exercise his discretion; and he not only 
has the right, but it is his imperative duty to do 
so. There are cases in which, if the appropria- 


tion were to be exhausted, the Army would have | 


to be disbanded; the Navy would have to be dis- 
mantled; the ships left to rot, and the arms to go 
to rust, and the whole defenses of the country to 
perish, but for that proviso in the law which gives 
the executive officer the privilege to keep up, by 
anticipation, the means to defend and protect the 
country; and it was under this that that deficiency 
accrued. 

One word now upon the subject of these cus- 
tom-house appropriations. ‘The Senator from 
New York implies a censure against the Secretary 
of the Treasury. The Secxetary of the Treasury 
cannot use money, although appropriated, unless 
he has it. It may be in the statute; the law may 
authorize him to use it; but if he has not the 
money, he cannot use it. If the law imposes on 
him the duty of making certain payments, and 
also authorizes him to erect certain public build- 
ings, and he has not enough to do all, he must 
stop and select that which is most imperative, 
that which is most important to the public inter- 
est, in doing which the putting up of gaols, build- 
ing of court-houses, custom-houses, and post 
offices has been neglected, as it ought to be neg- 
lected, until we are able to do it. if the country 
had had an overflowing Treasury, no doubt all 
these buildings would have been putup. Why, 
sir, more than twenty applications have come to us 


at this session of Congress for appropriations for | 


post offices and court-houses, and all have been 


rejected. Others, which were passed at the last 


Congress, have not been built. Why? Because 
we had not the means to do it. The public ac- 
commodation may require it; but we must pro- 
ceed, as the Spaniards say, poco-@-poco, little by 
little, step by step; do it according to the means 


we have, and I see no cause for censure or com-| 
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ting up a building when he has not the money to 
ay for it, although it may be appropriated nom- 
inally on the statute-book. 

Mr. TOOMBS. The complaint made by the 
Senator from New York is a very extraordinary 
one, and his amendment is of a very extraordi- 
| nary character. The truth is, it is entirely illogi- 
| caland ludicrous. Congress appropriates a large 
| amount of money, say $70,000,000; the Treasury 
| falls short $20,000,000; and you complain of the 
| Secretary of the Treasury for not spending the 

$70,000,000 when he has not got the money. 
| That isthe whole complaint. Congress makes its 
| appropriations, estimating the revenue; the reve- 
nue falls short, but the appropriations do not; the 
| appropriations stand, but the $70,000,000 do not 
come into the Treasury; and now complaint is 
made that the Secretary does not spend the money 
| that he has not got. 
Senator’s complaint. But he says that the Sec- 
retary has bought a site for some of those build- 
ings. If there was enough to execute a portion 
of the duty, to fulfill the law in part, which would 
he have done first? Would he have the Secretary 
build the house and then buy the site, or first buy 
the site and then build the house? I think the 
Secretary of the Treasury commenced at the right 
end. I think he ought to have bought the site be- 
fore he built the house. The complaint seems to be, 
however, according to the Senator, that a friend 
of one of the Departments here has got pay for 
the site, and that the public has not got the accom- 
| modation of the building. How could the public 
| get the accommodation without having a site on 
| which to put the building? Is there any justice 
| in the Senator’s complaint, unless he was to build 
the house before he bought a place to put it on? 

The amendment ought not to pass. 
the Secretary to execute such laws. Find him 
the money. It is no interest of the Secretary not 
to execute the laws, and pay out money as you 
direct him; but the difficulty is, that he has not 
got the money. When you, have appropriated 
$75,000,000, and there are but $50,000,000 in the 
Treasury, it is the duty of the executive Gov- 
ernment to apply the money first to those objects 
of most important public necessity; and there- 
| fore the completion of buildings nearly completed, 
where the public would lose by delay, would be 
the first object in this class of expenditures; and 
last of all would be to put up new court-houses 
and new custom-houses. Use the old ones, or use 
none. All these appropriations were very inju- 
dicious. They were the least necessary to carry 
on the Government. [ admit it is the duty of the 
| executive officer to execute them if you find him 
| the means; but it is his right and his duty, when 

there is not money enough in the Treasury for 
| all the objects of expenditure, to apply the money 
first to those most important. He cannot do all. 
| He must do some. I suppose he does not judge 
| as the Senator from New York does. He wants 
| the Secretary to do something in his neighbor- 
| hood, But the Secretary is an officer of the whole 
| country; and, in his judgment, (the only place 
| where the discretion can be,) that object can wait 
until the money comes. If he gets itsoon, I have 
|.no doubt he will perform the duty. 
Mr. KING. I suppose I shall not be required 


Geogia, who has chosen to misunderstand the 
facts of this case, and of course thus to misstate 
them. Iwillread thelaw, On the 16th August, 
1856, a law was passed containing this provision: 
| “Sec. 18. nd he it further enacted, That the Secretary 
of the ‘Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized and di- 
rected to cause Ao be constructed the following buildings.’’ 
And then it goes on to enumerate them, and 

| appropriates the money. When this law was 
| passed,in August, 1856, and for a year after that 
| period, there was a large surplus of money in the 


by Congress for these objects was in the Treas- 
ury. My complaint is that the Secretary of the 


ized to use it by anyact of Congress, and has re- 
fused to carry out the law of Congress. That is 
| the allegation I make. 

| Mr. HUNTER. 
| York tell me for what object not authorized by 
| law the Secretary has used money? 
| aware of anything of that kind, 


That is the whole of the | 
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plaint against any executive officer for not put-|| Mr. KING. I will tell you what I consider 
acts that are not authorized by law. 


Wherever 
he has used money for a purpose for which no 


| appropriation was made, he has there undertaken 


to exercise his discretion, The deficiency bill 
which was brought in here at the commencement 
of the session for some eight or nine million dol- 
lars, the greater part of which was for the alleged 
Utah war, wasevidence of large amounts of money 
used for purposes for which no act of appropria- 
tion had been passed. 

Mr. HUNTER. I do not wish to interrupt the 
Senator, but he is certainly mistaken. Nota cent 


| of that was paid until there was an appropriation. 


Itealls on | 


to furnish understanding to the Senator from | 


Will the Senator from New | 


I am not | 


Treasury has diverted it to other purposes, and || 
used it for objects for which he was not author- || 


The Government was made liable by contracts. 

Mr. KING. Precisely. 

Mr. HUNTER. But nota cent was used until 
it was appropriated. 

Mr. KING. The officer could not pay the 
money out of the Treasury, but he would make 
contracts. ‘That is the very thing I complain of; 
that instead of using money for objects for which 
Congress had directed him to use it, he makes 
contracts and comes here to procure from Con- 
gress a vote to authorize him to pay money for 
the purpose to which he has appropriated it and 
to which Congress has not. 

Mr. HUNTER. They were not contracts made 
without authority of law, except, perhaps, it may 
be said, those made by the surveyor general of 
California. 

Mr. KING. Five hundred thousand dollars 
of this very amendment, offered by the chairman 
of the Committee on Finance, it is alleged by the 
Senator from New Hampshire, was contracted 
without authority of law, and in express viola- 
tion of the act of 1820, and the chairman of the 
Committee on Finance states that he has not ex- 
amined the question, and does not know how the 


| factis. | have not examined it, and do not know, 


Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Cobb did not make the 


contract. 


Mr. BRODERICK. Will the Senator from 
New York yield me the floor for a moment? 

Mr. KING. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BRODERICK. I can state that the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury paid $110,000 in Califor- 
nia, without any authority of law, and very un- 
justly, too. I have been trying, since | have held 
a seat here, to ascertain by what authority of law 
he paid it, and | have not yet been able to ascer- 
tain. 

Mr. HUNTER, and others. 
case? 

Mr. BRODERICK. It was the case of a set- 
tlement between a gentleman by the name of El- 
dridge and the Department, where the Secretary 
of the Treasury paid $110,000 to Mr. Eldridge to 
take the buildings off the Government’s hands, 
while another party was in possession, and a lease 
had been made to him by the collector of the port 
of San Francisco. There was no authority of 
law for it. Inthe first place, the Department paid 
$75,000 to erect the building. They paid the party 
$450,000 in six years for rents; and in the end 
paid him $110,000 to take the property off the 
hands of the Government. 

Mr. KING. It is this unregulated discretion, 
this arbitrary power and authority assumed by 
the executive department in relation to the ex- 

enditures ofthe Trelieury, to which I object; that, 
instead of pursuing the laws and executing them, 


What was the 


| they go-on to use the public funds for such pur- 


poses as they choose, and then call upon Con- 
gress in cases where they have not been author- 
ized by appropriations, or by special direction of 
the statute, to ratify their action by appropriating 
for a deficiency. ‘The Treasury of the nation 


| should be under the control of Congress; but there 
| may be instances in which the executive depart- 


Treasury. The money which was appropriated || 


ment is called upon. to make expenditures, and to 
take the responsibility; and where that is the 
case they should report the facts to Congress, 


and in such a case I should never object to meet- 


ing the liability. But the point here is, whether 
the executive department, with the money in the 
Treasury, can refuse to execute the laws of Con- 
gress which have been passed a year in advance 
for them? Thisisso, We all know that the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, under the discretion which 
existed with him, paid some ten or twelve millioit 
dollars of public debt at an advance of from ten 
to seventeen per cent. premium. Large premiums 
were paid to wealthy capitalists for the debts; 
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while at the same time the appropriations which 
were made by Congress must, in his discretion, go 
unexecuted. Lobject to that arbitrary disoretion 
which undertakes to say that an appropriation 
made by Congress in the distribution of these 
necessary buildings for purposes wanted for the 

ublicin all quarters of the country, shall be used 
caer and shall not be used there. 

Here in the amendment of the Finance Com- 
mittee is $300,000 for the custom-house at New 
Orleans. I do not say they do not need it; I dare 
say they do need it. Here is also $300,000 for 
the custom-house at Charleston. I know nothing 
about the facts; | dare say they want it to carry 
outcontracts. Here is also $500,000 for the Treas- 
ury building. I bring to your attention some small 
appropriations of fifty or one hundred thousand 
dollars for a few remote places on the frontiers, in 
which the Secretary bas not only been authorized 
to erect the buildings, but all discretion has been, 
by the statute itself, taken from him. He is au- 
thorized and directed to do it. Now, by what 
authority does he withhold the money and appro- 
priate it for other purposes? That is what he has 
done. He has not failed to use the money because 
he did not have it, | would say to the Senator 
from Georgia, but he has taken the money which 
was in the Treasury, and bought up from brokers 
and bondholders the bonds which they held; he 
has paid an enormous premium for those bonds, 
and thus diverted the use of these funds; and it 
is that arbitrary discretion of which | complain. 
There may be cases where he wants to use the 
funds for necessary purposes. To that I would 
not object; but I say he should be required, and 
Congress should hold him to accountability. for 
earrying out and executing laws which they pass, 
and which they direct him to execute, and which 
he has had full ability to execute. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I will certainly relieve the Sen- 
ator from New York from any obligation to fur- 
nish me any brains in this case, because I have 
seen nothing in that Senator’s course which indi- 
cated that he could spare any. It has not been 
shown that the Secrstary of the Treasury has, in 
any instance, spent one dollar other than by law; 
and | undertake to say no such case can be shown. 
I am quite certain the Senator from California is 
mistaken in the case he suggested, for | happen 
to know something about that. That case of 
Eldridge grew out of a lease which had been made 
many years before of certain buildings. 1 happen 
casually to know it from the fact that a person in- 
terested in it mentioned the subjecttome. When 
the buildings were given up, the question of that 
settlement was under a lease already existing, 
and under which, | believe, from recollection, the 
houses were putup,and it was done in direct con- 
formity to law, and the contract was made in 
pursuance of law. [do not recollect the partic- 
ulars, but I know Mr. Eldridge’s case was of that 
kind. 

Mr. BRODERICK. Will the Senator allow 
me to interrupt him ? 

Mr. TOOMBS. Certainly. 

Mr. BRODERICK. In 1852, Mr. Eldridge 
made a contract with the Government to erecta 
building for a warehouse. The collector of cus- 
toms, Mr. King, was directed to pay him $72,000 
to erect the building, so that he did not take a dol- 
lar out of his own pocket. The Government then 
raid $6,000 a menth for four years, | believe. 
lhe Government had appointed an appraiser, and 
Mr. Eldridge, or his agent in California—for I 


believe at that time he was on this side of the | 


mountains—had appointed another appraiser, and 
they were adjudicating the matterat the very time 
when the news arrived in San Francisco that Mr. 
Cobb had settled with Mr. Eldridge for $110,000. 


Just before that settlement was made, the collect- | 
or of the customs subleased the building toa gen- | 
tleman by the name of Hickey. After advertis- | 


ing for contracts, Mr. Hickey got the building, 
and the collector entered into a contract with him 
to pay him $250 a month as a bonus for taking 
the building off the Government’s hands. A few 
weeks subsequently, Mr. Hickey wasejected from 
the building, after making the contract with the 
eoilector, It seems, then, that the collector of 
éustoms in San Francisco, the gentleman who 
made-the stiblease to Mr. Hickey, did not know 
anything about this matter. The former Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, Mr. Guthrie, refused to set- 
tle with these parties; and | believe the settlement 





} 
Lepresentatives or Senators from California. 
Mr. TOOMBS. I only know that that ques- 
tion was brought before the Department as I said, 
and settled, | have no doubt, according to law. 


If the Senator from California desires to know 


how it was, let him introduce a resolution asking 
for it, and no doubt he can get it in a moment. 
Mr. BRODERICK. | introduced a resolution 
of inguiry some three weeks since, wherein | 
made serious charges against the San Francisco 
postmaster, and I have never heard anything 


about the resolution since. Objections were made | 
|, not foreseen, was a mistake into which thousan 

|. of the Senator’s constituents and the whole coun. 
they pleased. It finally passed unanimously, bat | 


at the time to the phraseology of my resolution. 
I allowed gentlemen to put it in such a shape as 


I have never heard a word from the Postmaster 
General since, and | therefore am tired of intro- 
ducing resolutions of inquiry addressed to the 
Departments. 


Mr. YULEE. I can explain that matter to | 


the Senator from California. An answer to his 
resolution is in the course of preparation; but | 
will state to the Senator that his resolution called 
for information in relation to a matter, the copy- 
ing of the papers of which would require the time 
of two clerks for four or five months; and if he 
expects a report to be made on such a case within 
two weeks he has not appreciated the magnitude 
of the task he has imposed on the Department. 
Mr. TOOMBS. I beg to be relieved from the 
idea of going into another class of cases. The 
particular case | was on, was in reference to the 
course of the Secretary of the Treasury, with 
whom I am better acquainted than with the Post- 
master General; but | have no doubt the Senator 
from California will find, when he gets his inform- 
ation, that it is all right. At all events, I shall 
_reserve my opinion until I see the evidence, it 
not being my habit to forma judgment until I 
know the facts. 
The amendment of the Senator from New 
York, to which I have objected, is in these words: 
“That the Secretary of the Treasury is required to exe- 
cute the provisions of the acts of Congress, approved Au- 
gust 16, 1856, and March 3, 1857, authorizing and direct- 
ing the said Secretaryto cause to be constructed buildings 
therein mentioned for custom-house and post office pur- 
) poses, and for the accommodation of the courts of the Uni- 
ted States; and the appropriations made by the said acts 


are continued for the purpose of the execution of the said 
provisions of said laws.’’ 


I again state, that one of the reasons why they 
have not progressed with them, is the want of 
money in the Treasury. Certainly, as to those 
directed to be built by the act of March 3d, 1857, 
they could hardly have been commenced by this 
time, even if the money had been in the T'reas- 
ury. If they stopped after giving the Senator’s 
friend the pay for the site of the building, which 
I take to be the first step, then it was certain the 
money in the Treasury was short; and it is cer- 
tain that was the reason the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury gave why these appropriations have not been 
carried out. He states, in his report, that the 
money in the Treasury being short, he applied it 


first to the most pressing objects of public neces- | 


sity. The money is not in the Treasury now; 
and I believe it has not been provided with very 
greatalacrity by the Congress of the United States, 
or at least not without a good deal of grumb- 
| ling. 
As to the cases of misapplication to which the 
|| Senator alluded, I say he has failed to exhibit, 


lar has been expended without authority of law. 
The cases he put as to the deficiency bill, are not 
only not cases where money has not been spent 
illegally, but they are cases where it has not been 
pont atall. I should suppose it would not take 
the application of a great deal of brains to determ- 
ine that when the officers come here for defi- 
ciencies of appropriation for authority to spend 
money for particular objects, it is very clear that 
they had not spent the money, or they would 
not come here. In the very case to which the 
| Senator alluded, the officer came here with a re- 
| port showing that he had not expended a dollar; 
| but he said the public interests required a certain 
| expenditure for which there was no appropria- 
| tion, and he came here and asked for authority 
1 of law to make contracts. I know that was the 
ease with the deficiency bill. I did not approve 
| of many of the items of that bill. The evidence 
\ was laid 





and he cannot exhibit, a case in which one dol- | 


before the Senate showing the state of 
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was made without the knowledge of any of the || the case in regard to it; and therefore I think the 


| allegation is gratuitous that money has: been ex. 
| pended for purposes not warranted by law, or 
| that it was diverted from an express appropria- 
_ tion, and used for purposes for which it was not 
appropriated. That I understand to be the charge 


| of the Senator from New York, and I say that 


charge is unfounded. The taking up of the pub. 


| lic debt was authorized by law. The Secretar 


of the Treasury had a right to use the Public 
money for that object to such an extent as he 
deemed proper. ‘The fact that the falling short 
of the revenues in September and October, “¥ 

s 


try fell. It resulted from the universal break. 
down in the city of New York, and throughout 
| that section of the United States. He hada right 
to use money to take up the public debt. That 
process had been going on for years. Thirty. 
five million dollars had been expended before 
_under the law for that purpose, and the present 
Secretary of the Treasury | believe expended less 
than five million dollars for it. Here were ap. 
propriations standing over of fifteen or twent 
million dollars, and he had to select those which 
were most pressing, unless all the dollars in the 
| ‘Treasury were expressly appropriated for build- 
| ing unnecessary post offices, court-houses, and 


| custom-houses, which had not been commenced 
‘at all. I say the Senator cannot maintain the 


allegation he makes, he cannot show that one 
dollar has been applied againstlaw, and the whole 
result of the complaint is that there was not 
| enough money inthe Treasury to meet the appro- 
priations made by Congress; and there will not 
be enough now, if the Senator from New York 
and his friends here can succeed. They would 
appropriate $600,000 for which they have not 
borrowed and for which they do not estimate that 
the revenue will be sufficient. He will offer or 
sustain no amendment here to give the Secretary 
of the Treasury means to carry out an appropri- 
ation to improve rivers and harbors for which 
he votes. It will certainly never be done in the 
present condition of the Treasury unless the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury shall suppose these are 
_ the mosi proper objects to which to appropriate 
a deficient fund, which [ do not think likely. 
These gentlemen seem willing enough to appro- 
priate, but they are very unwilling to raise the 
means, particularly by way of loan, and yet they 
call on the Secretary of the Treasury to carry 
out the laws of Congress appropriating money. 
Put the money there, and he has no object or 
motive not to carry out the law as declared by 
| Congress, and | have no doubt no case can be 
shown in which he has ever applied a single dol- 
lar except in conformity of law, and he is ready 
to apply money as you please when he finds it 
| appropriated, if he has it, 

Mr. KING. The Senator from Georgia says 
the Secretary has not spent this money, because 
it was not appropriated; that he did not have the 
money topay. The profligate who runs in debt, 
and contracts a debt that his friends or country 
| have to pay for him has, in my judgment, spent 
/money. ‘The contracts are made, and they come 
here and ask Congress for appropriations upon 
the ground that the honor, the faith of the coun- 
| try is pledged to pay the money; and yet the Sen- 
| ator from Georgia tells me that the money has not 
| been spent. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Allow me to correct the Sen- 
ator on a plain matter of fact. Did not the officer 
|| say it was not contracted for—not a dollar of it? 
|, You state a fact directly in the face of the state- 
| ment of the Treasury officer. Then it makes & 
|| mere issue of veracity between you and him. He 
|| says he has not done it. 
| r. KING. The excuse of the chairman of 
| the committee is, that contracts for $500,000 in 
| this very amendment were made by the predeces- 
| sor of the present Secretary of the Treasury. 
| We are told that contracts have been made, and 
the obligation to pay has keen created, and the 
avails of these expenditures have been received 
by the Government, and therefore there is a ne- 
| cessity to pay them in all such cases; and where 
| that has been done, even though it had been 4 
| pretty hard case—— 
t 


Mr. TOOMBS. That is a different class of 
| cases. 
Mr. KING. I am speaking of all cases, and I 
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say that is the course of the Administration on I 1856—passed at a time when we had an overflow- 


this subject. 


Mr. TOOMBS. Were these contracts made in 
conformity with law or against it? 

Mr. KING. If they were made in anticipation | 
of appropriates by Congress, they were made, 
in my judgment, against law, and they oughtnotto | 


have been made; and the act of 1820, quoted by the || 


Senator from New Hampshire this morning, ex- 

ressly declares that no contract of this sort shall be 
made until an appropriation shall have been made 
to carry it out. I have not examined the facts in 
reference to these particular appropriations; but 
with regard to thataHegation in respect to $500,000 
in this very amendment, the chairman of the Fi- 


nance Committee tells us he has not examined it, | 


and does not know whether there was any au- 
thority of law to make contracts or not. The pre- 
sumption is that there was not. Itis not claimed 
by the Administration side, by the executive offi- 
cers, or the chairman of the Committee on Finance, 
that this was a matter authorized by any appro- 
priation at any rate. 

Mr. HUNTER. The Senator must not make 
them responsible for what | say. The Senator 
from New Hampshire asked if there was nota 
prohibition. 1] told him I had not examined into 
that question; that I did not know whether these 
contracts were made in opposition to law, or 
whether they were authorized by the particular 


laws appropriating the money authorizing the | 
I should presume, if looked into, it |) 


buildings. 


| 


i 





would be found that they were made according | 


to law. I merely meant to say [ had not person- || is one for which I believe no appropriation was 


| ever made before. 


ally examined the question to see whether they 
were made according to law. 
Mr. KING. Precisely; nor have I examined 


these particular cases, but | speak of the appro- | 


priations in the whole. My object in offering my 
amendment was to provide for the execution of 
laws which have been passed. Congress have 


been very liberal in taking care of the expendi- | 


tures, and I regard that as an expenditure when | 
the debt has been contracted, and the obligation 
to pay assumed; I consider that money spent, 
fe po Ae: pretty badly spent generally. I think 
it a great deal better to observe the good old rule | 


—pay as you go, and make contracts after Con- | 


gress has had the ability to advise on the subject 
and make appropriations to provide forthem; then 
they are able to meet them. 
of the difficulties in reference to our finances is, 
that the prodigality of expenditure, this looseness 
of practice on the part of the Executive Depart- 
ments of the Government for the last few years, 
has been gone into, and money has been expended 


One of the causes | 


ing Treasury. 

We are not left to presumption in this matter. 
The Senator from Georgia talks as if the Secre- 
tary were going to execute the laws and I were 
assailing him because he has not been in a condi- 
tion to execute it as quickly as I desire. Why, 
sir, the chairman of the Committee on Finance 
tells us that these appropriations are less import- 
ant, that they are not wanted, and that they may 
go by the board, lapse into the Treasury; that is 
the plan, as I understand him; and thus these ap- 
propriations are to be absolutely defeated, and a 
new act of Congress to be required to construct 
these buildings which the Secretary was directed 
to construct two years ago. 

Now, sir, in reference to the economy which 
the Senator from Georgia advocates a great deal, 
I approve of it, and in the main I go with him on 
those matters; but there is a certain class of cases 
upon which heand his friends do not consult econ- 


‘omy. When $10,000,000 are asked for the pur- 
| chase of the Mesilla valley, for the purpose of 
| enabling them to get a Pacific railroad a little fur- 
| ther south; or when $200,000,000 are asked for 


the purchase of Cuba; or when any money is 
wanted for any purpose connected with that in- 
terest; I find the consciences and judgments and 
constitutional constructions of these gentlemen 
stretching to any extent whatever. 

The appropriations which I seek to have carried 
out are very small and very few. The locality 
which has induced me to move this amendment 


It is on the frontiers of the 
country, under the guns of a British fort, with as 
patriotic a population, in my opinion, as there is 
anywhere on the face of the earth, and as true 
friends to their country. Although all the per- 
sonal favoritism there is in the matter hasalready 
been executed, and the sile has been bought, and 
the party got his money for the land, the Secretary 


| has chosen to let the public go unaccommadated. 


Mr. PUGH. Where is that? Ogdensburg? 
Mr. KING. Yes, sir. I think the amendment 


| | have proposed is just and proper, and ought to 


without deeming it necessary to consult Congress | 


beforehand on the subject, claiming that they 


were carrying out the purposes of the law, and | 
all that. There was a law passed in 1842, I believe 


—which, in my judgment, ought to be repealed 
at once—authorizing the heads of Departments 


to transfer from one item of appropriation to an- | 
It was passed through Congress at that || 


other. 
time on the pretense that in the Executive De- 
partments of the Government there were appro- 
priations made for fuel, and stationery, and lights; 
for in the earlier days our appropriations were 
much more specific than now, and that oceasion- 
ally the appropriations for these items would be 
too much for one and too little for another, and 
it would. be a great convenience to allow these 
small amounts to be transferred from one account 
to another; but it was not designed at the time 
that we should give authority to the Secretaries 


to transfer appropriations from objects designed || 


to be accomplished by Congress, and thus to de- | 


feat entirely a law of Congress, and take those | 
moneys for other purposes, or exercise his dis- | 


cretion and decline to make contracts for purposes 


authorized by Congress, so that the law is de- | 
feated by the appropriation lapsing in two years. | 
If this practice be allowed, a veto is given to the | 


Secretaries as well as to the President of the Uni- 
ted States, and a law may be utterly defeated by 
the failure of the Secretary to apply the money 
in his diseretion, on the ground that it is wanted 
for other purposes. None of this discretion 
should exist in the Executive Departments, in my 
jedgment; and I do not think, ona fair and proper 
administration of the Government, any of it does 
properly exist. Why has not the Secretary made 
these contracts for the purposes authorized by 
law? | ask for the execution of a law passed in 


| 
| 


| 
} 





| 
| 
| 
i 


| propriations. 


be adopted; but it is for the Senate to determine. 


| L have stated the reasons which have induced me 


to offer it. 

Mr. PUGH. I wish to say just two or three 
words in reference to this matter. I voted to add 
this section to the appropriation bill at the session 
of 1856; and L really voted undera mistake of the 
exact question, not understanding it. 1 desired 
an opportunity to reconsider; but | was assured 
that it was not material, for the House of Repre- 
sentatives would not agree to it,and the commit- 
tee of conference would throw it out; but it did 
notsoturn out. | believe the appropriations ought 
never to have been made; and | am glad they 
have not been expended. I shall vote against this 
provision as a set-off to the vote I gave before. 
I believe my vote carried the section then, for it 
had only one majority. 

Mr. DAVIS. 1 listened to the remarks of the 


| Senator from New York with some surprise, for 


he seemed to proceed on the supposition that the 
contracts were made without any reference to ap- 
As | understand the system, con- 
tracts are made, according to specifications, for a 
building; an estimate is sent to Congress as to the 
cost of the building; and if Congress choose to 
appropriate a certain amount of money for expend- 


| iture within the year, sometimes a member, who 


has paid no attention to what he was doing, will 
afterwards rise, and say he thought it was to com- 
plete the building, when in fact ne had before him 
the whole amount it"°would cost to complete the 
building, and, declining to vote the money at the 
time, chose to vote the amount which might be 
expended within the year. Itisa system by which 
we endeavor to present an economical table to 
keep down the appropriations of the year. It is 
no saving of money; itfrequently involvesa greater 
expenditure of money, as | endeavored to explain 


when offering aa amendment to increase the | 


amount appropriated for the extension of the Cap- 
itol to-day. Spon the specifications, however, 
which are presented for the construction of a 
building, cn an estimate which has always been 
submitted to Congress, a contract is made with 
some individual to deliver a particular quantity of 
material; he is noiified as to the amount of the ap- 
propriation, and he is called upon to deliver a cer- 
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| an opportunity to have them. 


2469 
tain amount of materials; and the practice of those 
with whom I have been associated has always 
been to warn them to deliver not beyond the 
amount there was money to pay for; but a con- 
tractor will generally take the nsk. He has seen 
the action of Congress—that they were appropri- 
ating, not to complete the building, but for the 
expenditure of the year; and he anticipates a fur- 
ther appropriation. It is more convenient for him 
to continue his delivery of material; and he will 
usual'y take the risk of another appropriation. 
The executive officer is not responsible; he is not 
compelled to pay the money to the contractor. If 
Congress chose to cut off the appropriation, and 
leave the building unfinished, the contractor would 
have no redress save by petition to Congress for 
damages. I think that will be found to be the case 
in every one of the instances which have been 
cited here of the delivery of material beyond the 
ability of the appropriation to pay. We reverse 
the rule which the Senator from Texas applies to 
statuary; we view these questions at a distance. 
He requires the statuary, which was to be ele- 
vated to a great height, and viewed at a distance, 
to correspond with his criticism made on the level 
of the eye. He cannot regard favorably a materiai 
which would be reduced to the thickness of paper 
when put at its proper elevation, because, when 
he brought his eye in contact with it, it was too 
thick. Now, the Senator from New York geverses 
the rule, where, in fact, the rule ought not to be 
reversed, but to have its original application. He 
should come to the examination of the case; and, 
before proceeding to judge, he should bring his 
eye to the level of the contract, and endeavor to 
discover whether the contractor was authorized 
to deliver material not provided for in the appro- 
priation, or whether the appropriation was made 
to complete the building, and it was expected to 
cover the delivery of all the material required, or 
was only for one year’s expenditure, and that 
year’s expenditure paid for as far as required, and 
the material delivered beyond the requisition of 
the officer in charge. 1 think that will be found 
to be the fact. " 

Mr. KiNG. I did not think it material to go 
into the particulars in reference to any specific 
transaction. ‘That these immense expenditures 
were made antecedent to the appropriauon by 
Congress is conceded on all hands; and yet that 
appropriations made by Congress are not ex- 
pended, is a fact demonstrated by the proposition 
which | make. But in reference to the appropri- 
ations which are authorized by law and directed 
to be made, it is the duty of the Department, in 
their estimates, to present them to us and give us 
It is not for them 
to say ** these are appropriations; we are not dis- 
posed to carry them out, and therefore we will 
furnish no estimate.’’ 

Mr. DAVIS. I was not answering that branch 
of the Senator’s argument. 

Mr. KING. It is unanswerable, I think. 

Mr. BELL. I hope some gentleman, either 
the Senator from Virginia, or the Senator from 


| Mississippi, will answer the other branch of the 


argument, for it seems to me it involves a matter 
of principle of serious importance. If I under- 


| stand the course of the Secretary of the Treasury 
| on this subject, he has assumed to exercise a dis- 


pensing power, and to say that where apprepri- 
ations are authorized by law and duties cast upon 
him by law, he has a right, according to his own 
judgment of what the public interest requires, to 
select some and execute them, and to reject others 


_and say he will not exeeute them, without regard 


j 
i 


to the condition of the Treasury. That is a dis- 
pensing power which I think dangerous. 

Mr. DAVIS. I really did not think that ques- 
tion worth while to answer, It is the clearest 
case, to my mind, in the wofld, that an executive 
officer who finds an appropriation which he can- 
not apply for the public interest, should not ap- 

ly it. If he finds, from any cause whatever, that 
So cannot expend money judiciously, he should 
not undertake to expend it merely because the 
appropriauon has been made. 

Mr. BELL. No person of any sense, I sup- 
pose, would ever think of such a proposition as 
that. I wish the honorable Senator to understand 
what my proposition is. Here wege certain ap- 
propriations made in 1856, a positive direction 


|| given to the Secretary of the Treasury to have cer- 


tain public buildings constructed within limited 
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ig and the money appropriated within those 
imits; and in addition thereto a competent sum 
to buy sites. That was the general and definite 
appropriation, and ten per cent. was added to all 
that to pay superintendence, and other expenses 
of a similar nature. The money was appropriated 
in 1856, simply upon the condition and proviso— 
a very proper one—that the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury should not be at liberty to expend this 
money, or to proceed in the construction of these 
buildings, until the Legislatures of the respective 
States in which they were authorized to be con- 
structed should release the Government from tax- 
ation forever. In some instances(in one, I think 
I may say | know) that release was given in 
proper time, and when there were about twenty 
million dollars surplusin the Treasury at the end 
of the moath of June of the last fiscal year, when 
there was no anticipation of any difficulties in the 
monetary affairs of the country, no expectation of 
a deficiency in the ‘l’reasury. But, notwithstand- 
ing all that, the Secretary of the Treasury chooses 
to exercise a dispensing power in regard to that 
law. 

The honorable Senator from Ohio [Mr. Puen] 
has gone further than any other gentleman in this 
debate. He says he thought they were improper 
and injudicious Jaws anyhow; and in the case of 
these appropriations in 1856, he actually intended 
to move a reconsideration; but was prevented from 
doing it because he was told the House of Rep- 
resentatives certainly would not pass them. He 
thinks the appropriations were injudicious, and 
ought never to have passed. I suppose that is 
superadded to the other arguments which have 
been used, that executive officers ought to have 
some discretion where they think the public in- 
terest would not, on the whole, be promoted. 
Who is to judge of what the public interest re- 
quires? ‘That is the gist of the question. Is it 
Congress, or is it the Executive? If Congress, 
instead of three or four hundred thousand dollars, 
(I do not know the amount,) had appropriated 
$10,000,000, they had the power to do so. They 
do it at their discretion, under their responsibility 
to their constituents and their country. Itis not 
for either the President or the Secretary of the 
Treasury, it seems to me, unless some discretion 
be vested in them by the law itself, to exercise a 
dispensing power in regard to one or all these ob- 
jects. Itis a violation of principle for an officer 
of the Government, who is directed to execute an 
act of Congress, to say that he thinks the public 
interest would not be much advanced by it. He 
does not put it on the ground that, until this re- 
vulsion took place, there was no money in the 
Treasury. Everybody knows there was a sur- 
plus. Everybody knows that the tariff which was 
passed at the very close and heel of the session, 
the last night of the last session, without debate 
or consideration scarcely of any sort, was passed 
on the ground that they anticipated $50,000,000 
of excess last year, unless that act were passed; 
and that was contemplated to reduce it only fifteen 
or twenty million doliars. Some said more, and 
some less. Some experienced financiers thought 
the reduction of duties, in the condition of the 
trade of the country, might increase the revenue 
instead of diminishing it, inasmuch as it would 
tend to bring in a greater amount of foreign mer- 
chandise. ” 

Now, the point I mean to urge is, what justifi- 
cation, What excuse in principle, can be made for 
the exercise of that dispensing power by the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury? I do not mean anything 
particularly with regard to him, because caress 
ithas the approval of the President; but, 
what authority has the President to authorize the 
exercise of such dispensing power? I have not 
said anything on this subject heretofore, because 
whatever might hav®been the circumstances un- 
der which this omission took place when there 
was money in the Treasury, I supposed that, in 
fact, now, in the condition of the public finances, 
it would be proper that the localities which felt a 
particular interest in them, the public service not 
being apparently suffering, should not, under the 
circumstances of the country, press them. But 
since the question has been stirred, and debate has 
avisen, doctrines have been avowed that I do not 
think can begustained. The justification set up 
by the Senator from Ohio, | do not think 





Mr. PUGH. I said that was good enough jus- | 


tafication for my vote—not anybody else’s. 
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ask, | 


+4 


| 


| Mr. BELL. Bat this seems to be the notion 
that prevails generally, so far as we may judge 
from the debate that has taken place. 

Mr. HUNTER. The Senator from Tennessee 


is very much mistaken, I think, if he supposes | 


any of us believe there is a dispensing power in 
the Secretary of the Treasury or the President of 
the United States, to abstain from carrying out a 
law of Congress. [ will venture to say that if 
there had been any money in the Treasury, the 
Secretary of the Treasury would have carried out 


every work for which there was an appropria- | 


tion. 
Mr. BELL. I made my remarks predicated on 


the confident understanding that there was abund- 


ance of money, a surplus in the Treasury, but yet | 


he did not proceed. 
Mr, HUNTER. 


his proceeding at once. 


there were some who might have been sagacious 
enough to foresee it. Does the Senator suppose 
that the Secretary of the Treasury supposed the 


Treasury was to be in this condition when he was | 


buying in stock? It came upon all of us unex- 
pectedly. Now he has not money enough to meet 
all appropriations. He has to select. Here is 
one class of appropriations for which the Govern- 
ment faith is pledged. 
money on them, the faith of the Government is 
violated. Here is another class of appropriations 
for which the public faith is not pledged, and in 
discriminating between them, he chooses to take 
those which will save public faith, and if he does 


not expend on the others, it is because he has not | 
If he had, I believe | 


means to expend on them. 
he would have applied the money to every one of 


them. 

Mr. BELL. 
should impute no blame to him. 
he had time to see the condition of the country; 
but he had six or eight or nine months within 
which to make contracts and commence the con- 
struction of the buildings, when the Treasury was 
not only full, but it was supposed that it would 
continue full. After the revulsion commenced, 
the Secretary acted on the general supposition that 
many did that it was a mere panic, that there was 
no reason for it. After he became convinced there 
was some reason for it, he might have been just- 
ified in his action; but stillup to that time he had 
abundance of money. 

Mr. HUNTER. No doubt the Secretary in- 
tended during the fiscal year to commence it in 
good time. It does not follow that when you make 


an appropriation you are to commence the ex- | 


penditure the day after. There is a reasonable 
discretion. 

Mr. BELL. My friend is wrong again. The 
fiscal year was 1896-57; but this appropriation 
did not extend to any one year. He might not 


choose to execute it in the year, if he could not | 


find the means of making what he thought an 
available and judicious contract. He might as- 
sume that as a ground. 


Mr. SLIDELL. 


subject ? 
custom-houses,and court-houses,there are certain 
preliminaries which occupy, necessarily, a great 
deal of time. First, the Secretary of the Treasury 
has to apply to the different officers of the Gov- 
ernment, in that section of the country, for their 
advice in relation to the proper sites to be se- 
lected. He has a report upon that subject. He 
probably may send a commissioner to examine, 
I have had some littl experience, and I am en- 
abled to state, that in objects which the Secretary 
of the Treasury was not only willing, but anx- 
ious to carry out, very great delay occurred from 
that cause. Then, when the site is fixed upon, 
and the price is agreed to, but no actual contract 
| made, it is necessary to obtain a cession of ju- 


|| risdiction from the State in which that site is situ- 


ated, and an exemption from taxation. Allthese 
| preliminary formalities must be passed through 
before any expenditure is made on the work. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. And then the plans have 
to be agreed upon. 


Mr. SLIDELL. Yes, sir. 1 think this expla- 


part of the Secretary. | will venture to say that, 
\\ in every case, he has exercised the proper dili- 


There was no necessity for | 
Everybody knows that | 
this crisis came on the country unexpected, though | 


If he does not expend | 


Under those circumstances, I | 
That was after | 


° | 
Will the Senator from Ten- | 
nessee permit me to make an explanation on this | 
In all these cases of appropriations for 
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nation will entirely satisfy the Senator from Ten- | 
nessee that there was no intentionalevasion on the | 
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gence to carry into effect the will of Congress 
until he discovered that the state of the Treasury 
was such as made it imperatively necessary to 
suspend all these works. 

Mr. TOOMBS. To show you the singular in: 
appropriateness of the course of the Senator from 
New York in moving this amendment, implying 
censure on the Secretary of the Treasury, he has 
not heretofore called on the Secretary to know 
why these particular works have not been built, 
Here he calls upon him to execute the law of 1856 
and 1857. I have the act of 1856 here, and I wij| 
take some of these appropriations. I will take the 
State of Tennessee. There was one for Knox. 
ville. [twas passed in August, 1856. I believe 
the Legislature of Tennessee did not meet until 
November, 1857. I will ask my honorable friend 
from Tennessee if I am right in that? 

Mr. BELL. It met in the fall of the same year, 

Mr. TOOMBS. The Legislature of Tennessee 
met last November, eighteen months after the 
passage of the appropriation. 

Mr. BELL. I said | had not inquired into what 
were the causes, because, in the present condition 
of the country, | was not disposed to press it, 

Mr. TOOMBS. I was merely calling the at. 
tention of the Senate to the injustice of such an 
amendment, implying censure without knowing 
a single fact about it. It was very easy for the 
Senator from New York to call on the Secretary 
of the Treasury to know why he had not ex- 
ecuted the acts of 1856 and 1857, instead of intro- 
ducing an amendment to compel him to do it, 
without ever taking the trouble to ascertain why 
it was not done. The law of 1856 provides— 

‘*'That no money hereby appropriated shall be used or ap- 
plied forthe purposes mentioned, until a valid title to the land 
for the site of such buildings, in each case, shall be vested 
in the United States, and until the State shall also duly re 
lease and relinquish to the United States the right to tax or 
in any Way assess said site, or the property of the United 
States that may be thereon during the time that the said 
United States shall be or remain the owner thereof.” 

Therefore, I say, as a part of this case, that it 
was impossible for Mr. Cobb, without violating 
the law, to have moved a peg, in reference to a 
portion of these sites, until within the last ninety 
days, or since the Tennessee Legislature met. | 
do not know that they ceded title then, They 
may have done so. That is to be inquired into 
at the Treasury Department. There is another 
clause of the act of 1856 which may exclude some 
of these appropriations. Here it is: 

* Provided, That no money shall be expended under this 


act for the erection of a custoin- house where the duties col- 
lected do not equal the expense of collection.”’ 


I think it very likely that under that provision 
some of these custom-houses will never be built; 
and yet the Senator from New York calls upon 
the Secretary of the Treasury to execute the law. 
If he means to build the custom-houses 

Mr. KING. To execute the law with all its 
conditions. 

Mr. TOOMBS. It ought then to appear to the 
Senate of the United States that the Secretary has 
failed or refused to do so before the adoption of 
thisamendment. The non-building of those cus- 
tom-houses may be an execution of the law. It 
has not been made to appear by that Senator that 
the law has not been executed, because it has not 
been made to appear that the preliminary meas- 
ures which were necessary before he could expend 
a single dollar without violating a law, have ever 
taken place; and it does not appear that it could 
have taken place. This was appropriated on the 
3d of March, 1857. It was impossible to get the 
assent of his own State, whose Legislature did 
not meet until the November or December after- 
wards. 

Mr. KING. They meet on the first Tuesday 
of January. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Until January, the act of 1857 
could not be executed. 

Mr. KING. Eighteen hundred and fifty-six. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I was speaking of the second 
act. 

Mr. KING. Exactly. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I went through the act of 1856, 
and said that, as to all that class in the act of 1857, 
it was impossible to execute any of them, even 
in his own State, until the Legislature met in Jan- 
uary, 1858. He could not do it. Jt wasagainst 
the law todo it. Therefore, | say it does not ap- 





0s that the Secretary has failed to execute the 
aw, for aught that appears to the Senate. ‘There 


1858 


js no fac 
ecuted d 
fore the 
nies cer 
that the 
whether 
he has r 
of the S 
Mr. I 
Georgia 
ject as | 
manner. 
a knowl 
Jation o 
by and 
of the ¢ 
culation 
the app’ 
the time 
ment is 
which t 
execute 
two yee 
Mr. J 
the tim 
Mr. 
js to co! 
self, se 
Treasu 
reasona 
exercis 
ropria 
Co th 
proprie 
such s 
law—a 
to thes 
by Cor 
[am 
here. | 
in this 
sonal r 
or any 
losaliti 
shall h 
havea 
do not 
questic 
of the 
cising 
or oug 
and I | 
Senate 
suppo: 
upon t 
disapy 
Treas 
his ne 
desire 
Secret 
do so. 
than a 
the T 
seek 
necess 
but tl 
dragg 
Mr. 
of obt 
sessic 
the P 
carry 
were, 
Mr 
with 
Mr 
with 
that t 
prop 
whet 
justif 
to be 
Mi 
have 
hear 
M: 
that 


me 
2 











1858. THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





js no fact stated that he has not, in every case, ex- | 
ecuted diligently the acts of 1856 and 1857. Be- || 
fore the Senate passes this amendment, which im- 
plies censure, at least it would be common justice || 
that the Secretary should be called upon to know 
whether or not he has executed the law, and why 
he has not. Therefore, I think the amendment 
of the Senator from New York is out of place. 

Mr. KING. Mr. President, the Senator from 
Georgia has notas full information upon this sub- 
ject as he ought to have, to speak of it in this 
manner. I offered this amendment, not without 
a knowledge, on my part, that there was acalcu- 
jation of the Treasury Department to let this go 
by and lapse. I understand, from the chairman 
of the Committee on Finance, that that is the cal- 
culation and expectation in this matter, and thus 
the appropriation will be lost by the expiration of 
the time. The object of a part of this amend- 
ment is, to continue for two years the time within 
which the Secretary will have an opportunity to 
execute it, for 1 believe an appropriation runs | 
two years and then lapses. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. It runs three years from 
the time it passes. 

Mr. KING. The object of this amendment 
js to continue the law in operation. I do not, my- 
self, see any reasonable expectation that our 
Treasury is to be filled to overflowing within any 
reasonable time; and if the Secretary intends to 
exercise that discretion in reference to these ap- 

ropriations, and letting them go by, I prefer to 
cane the sense of Congress upon the fitness and 
propriety of them. I regarded it as a duty to take | 
such steps in this matter as would execute the 
law—a duty I owe to the people who havea right 
to these appropriations, they having been made 
by Congress. 

Lam not in the habit of making disclaimers 
here. I apprehend there is no reason why I should 
in this case. This certainly, however, is no per- 
sonal matter with the Secretary of the Treasury, 
or anybodyelse. It is a question of whether the | 
localities for which funds have been appropriated | 
shall have the benefit of them; whether they shall || 
have a right given to them by act of Congress. I 
do not think a question of that sort is a personal | 
question withanybody. I differ with the Secretary 
of the Treasury as to the propriety of his exer- | 
cising this discretion. Ido not think he has any, | 
or ought to exercise any; but he thinks he has, 
and I have brought in this provision, which the 
Senator from Georgia has chosen (with a view, I || 
suppose, to resist its passage ) to regard as censure 
upon the Secretary of the Treasury. I certainly 
disapprove and differ with the Secretary of the | 
Treasury in his construction of the law, and in || 
his notions of what are his duties; but when I 
desire to bring in a resolution of censure on the | 
Secretary, I shall bring in one, in direct terms, to || 
doso. This resolution is for a different object || 
than a personal controversy with the Secretary of 
the Treasury; though if he wants one, he may 
seek one any way he chooses. I do not see the 
necessity of disclaiming or affirming these matters; 
but this amendment ought not to be made, or 
dragged into, a personal matter at all. 

Mr.SIMMONS. Irise merely for the purpose 
of obtaining information. In the early part of the 
session, I asked the Senator from Mississippi if | 
the President and Secretary were not bound to | 
carry out the acts of Congress; and he said they 
were. 

Mr. DAVIS. 
with me? 

Mr. SIMMONS. I am not going to quarrel 
with anybody. The Senator from Georgia says 
that there was a qualification placed on these ap- 
propriations, making them dependent on the fact 
whether there was sufficient revenue collected to 
justify the outlay ofthe money. Thatisa reason 
to be assigned for delaying the appropriations. 

Mr. TOOMBS. No. I say it may be so. 
have not assigned any reason, for I have never || 
heard of it until to-day. 

Mr. SIMMONS. You say that law required 
that fact to be ascertained before there should be 
any delay. | 

Mr. TOOMBS. Yes, sir. | 

Mr. SIMMONS. Is it not pretty evident that | 
he got at that fact before he made the outlay of |, 
$30,000 for the site? ! 

Mr. KING. Not that price. 

Mr. PUGH. The cost was $8,000. 





Is the Senator going to quarrel 


| the law. 
| plied with, of course this amendment does not 
| require anything which those laws did not re- || 


|| trust an 


| was postponed to next year. 
| that is very proper; and when we are short of 
/money, they may be bound to do it. 





to carry out the acts of 1856 and 1857; and I was 
offering objections against that amendment to 
build these custom-houses, for it might be that 


| some of them were not authorized to be built by 
I gave an instance of one in Tennessee in | 


law. 
which I knew the relinquishment of jurisdiction 


| could not happen until last December. 


| Mr. TOOMBS. The Senator could have paid || report, from the Committee on the Post Office and 
no attention to what I said. The amendment is || Post Roads, the annual post route bill. 
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Itisa 


| very voluminous bill, covering sixty-five pages of 
|| large-sized paper. 


It will no doubt receive large 
| additions by amendments in the Senate, and it 
| will be a great relief to the clerks to get rid of it 
at an early period: As it is a bill of general 


interest, I hope the House will allow it to be re- 


Mr. KING. The amendment is to carry out | 


If there were any conditions not com- 


quire to be done. 
Mr.SIMMONS. [am perfectly willing to in- 

officer of the Government with an ap- 

propriation made by Congress for a building any- 


soever duty it was to do it. 
Mr. TOOMBS. Nobody ever disputed that. 


Mr. SIMMONS. Then you have a law con- || 


fining appropriations for two years staring in his 
face, and yet he refuses to make acontract. | 
want to know if itis not time that Congress should 


jog his memory a little? I do not want to censure | 


the Secretary. Theappropriations made in these 
bills are generally dotted about the country; and 
I do not think it is a matter of discretion with the 
Executive to say, I will build such a one, and re- 
fuse to build another one. I think he should go 
forward and make a pretty fair distribution of the 
amount. I have noticed that there was a return 
made in the Secretary’s report of sixteen or sev- 
enteen million dollars, the application of which 
I do not know but 


When I 
saw that, I asked the Senator from Mississippi if 
he did not hold an Administration responsible to 
carry out the act of Congress? and he said he did. 
All | want to say is, that I shall vote for this ap- 
propriation, not certainly with any view of cen- 
suring anybody, but I thinkthat any Secretary 
who is directed to build the building, unless there 
is something in the act that interfered with the 


| performance of duty, is bound to build the build- 


ing ina reasonable time. I do not say he shall 
build it all in one year, but that he shall take a 
reasonable time to discharge the duty. 

Mr. DAVIS. He must get a site first. 

Mr. SIMMONS. Yes, sir; but it does not take 
a long time, with due diligence, to geta site. I 


know that a Secretary would be very unwise to 
undertake to build such a building as the Treas- 
ury building without making contracts in advance 
of appropriations. No man would contract to 
furnish material for such a building as the Treas- 
ury building on one year’s appropriation. It 
would ruin him. Here is a building that will 
probably cost two or three or more million dollars. 
A man, to begin with, would have to furnish stone 
large enough to sink a common vessel. He must 


_ make an outlay to get such massive materials, and 


to build ships to bring them here. He must make 
contracts ahead. I think it would be a strange 
provision of law Which would prevent the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury from making contracts after 
Congress ordered a building to be built thatshould 
extend for more thanone year. I know that you 


| have heard objections to these contracts. I know | 
| enough about making contracts for buildings to 


| where; but that should be considered as binding | 
| upon the Department, or the President, or whose- 


ported this morning. I desire to put the bill on 

its passage at once. Jt has been very carefully 

| matured, and most of the members of the House 
have had an opportunity of examining it. 

Mr. READY. I have never seen this bill, and 
I must object to its being reported, unless we can 

_ have an opportunity to offer amendments. 
| Mr. EN LISH. Is itin order to move to sus- 
pend the rules? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks not. 

Mr. ENGLISH. lam sure that if the gentle- 
man from Tennessee will reflect fora moment, he 
will not object. If he desires amendments to be 
made to the bill, it can be amended in the Senate; 
| but it ought to be introduced. 

Mr. ATKINS. Lhope my colleague will with- 
draw his objection. 

Mr. READY. If I can have an opportunity 
to present my amendment here, I will not object. 

Mr. HOUSTON. [would suggest to the gen- 
tleman from Indiana that he should let the bill 

| remain in the House to-day, so that members may 
| have an opportunity to examine it, and then he 
| can bring it up to-morrow. 

Mr. ENGLISH. I propose, then, to introduce 
the bill now, and have it read a first and second 
time, and postponed until to-morrow, when I will 
offer such amendments as I think ought to be put 
in the bill. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would suggest 
that there might be some difficulty in getting the 
billup. It would, perhaps, be better for the gen- 
tleman to withdraw the bill for the present, and 
let gentlemen offer such amendments as they de- 
sire to submit before the bill is introduced. 

Mr. ENGLISH. Well, I withdraw the bill, 
and give notice to the House that, immediately 
after the reading of the Journal to-morrow, I shall 
propose to introduce the bill and put it upon its 
passage; and, in the mean time, it will remain at 

| my desk, where gentlemen will have an oppor- 
tunity of examining it. 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The House then proceeded to the consideration 
of bill (No. 556) making appropriations for the 
service of the Post Office Department for the year 
ending June 30, 1859, reported yesterday from the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
without amendment. 


Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. 


I withdraw the 


|| demand for the previous question, and withdraw 


do not appropriate for more than one year, but | 


certainly you must give some assurance to the 


contractor that he would continue the contract | 


until the building was completed. I suppose 
everybody knows that if there is no money appro- 
priated, there will be no pay; but I think a con- 


tract 1s binding on the Government when judi- | 
ciously made, and not made against law or against | 
reason, or, if against law, it is in favor of good | 
reason and good sense that it should be made for || 


the whole building at once. 


On motion of Mr. WILSON, the Senate ad- | 


journed, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
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The House met at eleven o’clock,a.m. Prayer 
a B. F. Birrincer, 


he Journal of yesterday was read and approved. | 


POST ROUTE BILL. 
Mr. ENGLISH. 


| main question or 


| the motion to recommit the bill; and now demand 
| the previous question on the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
| ingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES moved to reconsider 
the vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider upon the 

| table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The bill of the House (No. 243) making ap- 
propriations for the support of the Army for the 
year ending June 30, 1859, was next taken up for 
consideration. 

‘The Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union reported it back with sundry amend- 
ments. The question pending was on the mo- 
tion of Mr. J. Guancy Jones to recommit the biil 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, upon 
which the previous question was demanded. 

Mr.J.GLANCY JONES. I withdraw the de- 
| mand for the previous question. I also withdraw 
| the motion to recommit, and demand the previous 
question on the bill. 

The previous — was seconded, and the 

ered to be put. ' 

The amendments reported by the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union were then 
|| read over, and such as no separate vote was de- 


1 asi leave this morning to | manded on were adopted in gross. 
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First amendment: 

Page 2, in line tweive, insert as follows : 

Provided, That no Army officer shall hereafter be de- 
tailed for civil duty, except wherein provided by law. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, called for the yeas 
and nays on the adoption of the amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


The question was taken; and it was decided in | 


the negative—yeas 55, nays 126; as follows: 


YEAS—Mesers. Anderson, Avery, Billinghurst, Buffin- 
ton, Burlingame, Burnett, Burns, Johan B. Clark, Clay, John 


Cochrane, Cox, Davidson, Davis of Indiana, Davis of Mas- | 


saciusetts, Dean, English, Gilmer, Hatch, Hopkins, Jack 
son, George W. Jones, Kelsey, Landy, Letcher, Lovejoy, 
Maclay, tlemphrey Marshall, Samuel S&S. Marshall, Matte 
son, Miller, Millson, Isaac N. Morris. Nichols, Pendleton, 
Petit, Phillips, Portle, Powell, Ready, Reilly, Sandidge, 
Henry M. Shaw, Robert Smith, Samuel A. Smith, Stall 
worth, Stevenson, ‘Talbot, Miles Taylor, Vallandigham, 
Walbridge, Bilihu B. Washburne, White, Jolin V. Wright, 
and Zoliicoffer—S5. 

NAYS—Meaars. Abbott, Andrews, Arnold, Atkins, Ben 
nett, Bingham, Bishop, Bonham, Bowie, Boyee, Brayton, 
Case, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Clemens, Cobb, Ciark 
B. Cochrane, Cockerill, Colfax, Comins, Corning, Covode, 
Cragin, James Craig, Crawiord, Curry, Curtis, Davis of 
lowa, Dawes, Dimmick, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Edmundson, 
Pustia. Farnsworth, Fenton, Mlorence, Foley, Foster, Gar 
nett, Gartrell, Guliv, Gilman, Gooch, Goode, Goodwin, 
Granger, Greenwood, Gregg, Groesbeck, Lawrence W. 
Hall, Harlan, Hawkins, Uoard, Horton, Houston, Howard, 


Hughes, Muyler, Jewett, J. Glancy Jones, Kellogg, Kelly, | 


Kilgore, Knapp, Jacob M. Kunkel, John C. Kunkel, Lamar, 


Lawrence. Leiner, McKibbin, McQueen, Mason, Moore, | 
Morgan, Merrill, Edward Joy Morris, Freeman H. Morse, |! 


Mott, Murray, Niblack, Palmer, Parker, John 8. Phelps, 
Pike, Potter, Purvianee, Quitnan. Reagan, Ricaud, Ritchie, 
Robbins, Royce, Ruffin, Russeli, Savage, Secou, Searing, 
Seward, Shorter, Singieton, Spianer, Stanton, Stephens, 


James A. Stewart, William Stewart, Tappan, Thayer, | 


Thompson, ‘Tompkins, Trippe, Underwood, Wade, Wal 
dron, Walton, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Israei Washburn, 
Watkins, Wilson, Winslow, Wood, Woodson, Worten- 
dyke, and Augustus R. Wright—126. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Pending the vote, 

Mr. BLISS stated that if he had been within 
the bar when his name was called he should have 
voted in the negative. 


Mr. COMINS. Understanding that, if the | 


pending amendment prevails, it will displace en- 


gzineers now in charge of public works, such as | 
forts, piers, and light-house towers, in which I | 


take an especial interest, | vote * no.’’ 
Mr. FLORENCE. Understanding this to be 
a reflection upon the Army officers, | vote ** no.”’ 
Mr. LETCHER. Understanding this to be a 
reflection upon nobody, but the embodiment of a 
sound and proper principle, I vote ‘‘ay.”’ 


Mr. BRANCH stated that, if he had been | 


within the bar when his name was called, he ||, .™ _ ving v 
bill in asingle particular, to which | presume the || W- . 
|| Leiter, Lovejoy, McQueen, Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 


should have voted “* no.”’ 


Mr. PHILLIPS stated that his colleague, Mr. | 


Hickman, was still detained from the House, in 
consequence of indisposition. 

After the announcement of the vote as above 
recorded, 

The bill, as amended, was ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a third time; and being en- 
grossed, it was accordingly read the third time. 

Mr. MORGAN demanded the yeas and nays 
upon its passage. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the aflirmative—yeas 102, nays 81; as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Adrain, Anderson, Arnold, Atkins, 
Avery, Barksdale, Bishop, Bonham, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, 
Burnett, Burns, Cavanaugh, Chaffee, Chapman, Horace F. 
Clark, John B. Clark, Clay, John Cochrane, Cockerill, Co- 
mins, Corning, Cox, James Craig, Crawford, Curry, David- 
son, Davisof indiana, Davis of Mississippi, Dimmick, Dow- 
dell, Edmundson, English, Bustis, Florence, Foley, Gar- 
nett. Gartrell, Gillis, Goode, Greenwood, Gregg, Lawrence 
W. Hall, Hawkins, Hopkins, Houston, Hughes, Huyler, 
Jackson, Jenkins, Jewett, George W. Jones, J. Glancy 
Jones, Owen Jones, Kelly, Jacob M. Kunkel, Lamar, Law- 
rence, Leteber, Maclay, McKibbin, McQueen, Samuel 
S. Marshail, Masou, Miller, Millson, Edward Joy Morris, 
Isaac N. Morris, Niblack, Pendleton, Peyton, John 8. 
Phelps, William W. Phelps, Powell, Quitman, Ready, Rea- 
gan, Reilly, Raffin, Russell, Sandidge, Scales, Scott, Sear- 
iog, Henry M. Shaw, Shorter, Singleton, Robert Smith, 
Samuel A. Smith, Stallworth, Stephens, Stevenson, Tal- 
bot, Miles Taylor, Vallandigham, White, Winslow, Wood- 
a ortendyke, Augustus R. Wright, and John V.Wright 


NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Andrews, Bennett, Bingham 
Blair, Biiss, Brayton, Butlinton, Burlingame, tpeon hs, 
Case, Ezra Clark, Clemens, Cobb, Clark B. Cochrane - 
fax, Curtis, Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of Towa, Dean, 
Dodd, Durfee, Farnsworth, Fenton, Foster, G£man, Gil- 
et, a Sener ean rs er eee 

e sey, Kilgore, Kna ohn C. Kunkel, 
Leiter, Lo Y's Humphre Mareball,’ Morgan, Morrill, 
Freeman H. Morse, Oliver A. Morse, Mout, Murray, Nich- 
ots, Palmer, Parker, Pettit, Pike, Potter, Pottic, Purviance, 
Ricaud, Ritchie, Robbins, Royce, Seward, Aaron Shaw, 
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If Spinner, Stanton, William Stewart, Tappan, Thayer, | 
Thompson, Tompkins, Trippe, Underwood, Wade, Wal- 
bridge, Waldron, Walton, Cadwalader C. Washburn, El- | 
liho DBD. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wood, and Zolli- 
coffer—a8l. 

So the bill was passed. 

Pending the call of the roll, 
| Mr. REILLY stated that his colleague, Mr. | 
Leipy, was detained at his room by indisposi- | 
}} tion, 

Mr. MOORE stated that, if he had been within 
| the bar when his name was called, he should have 
| voted “ay.” 

Mr. PMILLIPS stated that, if he had been 
within the bar when his name was called, he 
should have voted ‘‘ay.”’ 

Mr. STEWART, of Maryland, stated that, if | 
he had been within the bar when his name was 
called, he should have voted for the bill. 

Mr. MAYNARD stated that if he had been 
within the bar when his name was called, he | 
should have voted ‘* no.’’ 

Mr. HOARD stated that if he had been within | 
the bar when his name was called, he should have 
voted against the bill. 

After the announcement of the vote, as above | 
recorded, 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES moved to reconsider 
| the vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider upon the 
| table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


MAIL STEAMER APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The bill of the House (No. 538) making appro- 
priations for the transportation of the United States 
mail, by ocean steamers and otherwise, durin 
the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1859, was | 
next taken up for consideration. The Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union reported 
the bill back without amendment, and with the 
recommendation that itdo pass; the pending ques- 
tion being upon the motion of Mr. J. Grancy 
Jones to recommit the bill to the Committee of | 
Ways and Means, fon which the previous ques- 
tion had been demanded. 

Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. I withdraw the de- | 
mand for the previous question, and also with- | 
draw the motion to recommit. I now demand the | 
previous question upon the passage of the bill. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I hope the gen- | 
tleman will withdraw the demand for the previous 
/ question until some opportunity has been afforded | 
for amending the bill. | 

Mr. SMITH Sof Virginia. 1 wish to amend the 





chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means | 
will have no objection. | 
|| Mr. PHILLIPS. I object. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I hope the gen- | 
| tleman will withdraw the demand for the pre- | 
| Vlous question. | 
Mr. NICHOLS. No debate is in order, and I. 
object to debate. 

| Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Then I hope the 


| House will vote down the demand for the previ- | 


| ous question, and allow the bill to be amended. 
Mr. PHILLIPS. I object to debate. 
The previous question was seconded. 
Mr. CLEMENS demanded the yeas and nays 
on ordering the main question. 


on ordering the yeas and nays. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The main question was ordered to be put. | 

The question then recurred on the passage of | 
the bill. 

Mr. BARKSDALE moved to lay the bill upon 
the table. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD demanded the yeas and 
nays upon the motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. : ae 
The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 87, nays 106; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Atkins, Avery, Barksdale, | 
Bennett, Bingham, Bonham, Boyce, Branch, Bryan, Bur- | 
neti, Burroughs, Ezra Clark, John B. Clark, Clawson, | 
Clemens, Cobb, Cragin, James Craig, Curry, Curtis, Davis | 
of Indiana, Davis of Mississippi, Davis of Massachusetts, 
Dawes, Dean, Edmundson, Garnett, Gartrell, Goode, | 
Greenwood, Grow, Harlan, Hill, Houston, Jackson, Jen- 
| kins, Jewett, George W. Jones, Kellogg, Kelsey, Knapp, 

Lamar, Lawrence, Leiter, Lovejoy, McQueen, oer 
} Marshall, Saimucl 3. Marshall, i eee > 


Mi J N. Ni 
Potter, Powell, Quitman, Ready, Reagan, Ricaud, Robbins, 





Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, demanded tellers i 





————_ 


Ruffin, Seales, Seward, Aaron Shaw, Henry M. Shaw 
Shorter, Singleton, Spianer, Stanton, Stephens, Steven. 
son, James A. Stewart, Talbot, Tompkins, Trippe, Under- 
wood, Wade, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Elliha B. Wash. 
burne, Wilson, John V. Wright, and Zollicofier—s7, 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Adrain, Ahl, Andrews, Arnolg 
Bishop, Bliss, Bowie, Brayton, Buffinton, Burlingame’ 
Burns, Case, Cavanaugh, Chaffee, Chapman, Horace, F’ 
Clark, Clay, Clark B. Cochrane, John Cochrane, Cockeril}, 
Colfax, Comins, Corning, Cox, Crawford, Davidson, Davis 
of Maryland, Dimmick, Dodd, Dowdel, Durfee, Edie, Eng- 
lish, Eustis, Farnsworth, Fenton, Florence, Foley, Foster 
Gillis, Gilman, Gilmer, Gooch, Goodwin, Granger, Gre . 
Groesbeck, Lawrence W. Hall, J. Morrison Harris, Has. 
kin, Hatch, Hawkins, Hoard, Hopkins, Horton, Howard 
Hughes, Huyler, J. Glancy Joues, Owen Jones, Kelly, John 
C. Kunkel, Landy, Letcher, Maclay, McKibbin, Miller 
Morgan, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, Freeman H. Morse’ 
Oliver A. Morse, Murray, Niblack, Palmer, Parker, Pen” 
dleton, Pettit, Join 8. Phelps, William W. Phelps, Phillips 
Pottle, Reilly, Ritchie, Roberts, Royce, Russell, Sandidge. 
Scott, Searing, Judson W. Sherman, Samuel A. Smith, 
Tappan, George Taylor, Miles Taylor, Thayer, Thompson, 
Vallandigham, Walbridge, Waldron, Walton, Israel Wash. 
burn, Woud, Woodson, and Wortendyke—105. 


So the bill was not laid on the table. 


The vote then recurred on the passage of the 
bill. 


_Mr. J. GLANCY JONES demanded the pre- 
vious question. 

The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question was ordered to be put. 

Mr. BARKSDALE demanded the yeas and 
nays on the passage of the bill. 

he yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 

the affirmative—yeas 101, nays 94; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Adrain, Abl, Andrews, Arnold, 
Bishop, Bliss, Bowie, Brayton, Buflinton, Burlingame, 
Burns, Burroughs, Cavanaugh, Chaftee, Chapman, Horace 
F. Clark, Clawson, Clay, Clark B. Cochrane, John Coeh- 
rane, Cockerill, Colfax, Comins, Corning, Cox, Crawford, 
Davidson, Davis of Maryland, Davis of Massachusetts, 
Dimmick, Dodd, Dowdell, Durfee, English, Eustis, Farns- 
worth, Fenton, Florence, Foley, Foster, Gillis, Gilman, 
Gooch, Greenwood, Gregg, Groesbeck, Lawrence W. Hail, 
J. Morrison Harris, Haskin, Hateh, Hawkins, Hoard, Hop- 
kins, Horton, Howard, Hughes, Huyler, J. Glancy Joues, 
Owen Jones, Kelly, John C. Kunkel, Landy, Letcher, Mac- 
lay, McKibbin, Morgan, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, Free- 
man H. Morse, Oliver A. Morse, Murray, Palmer, Parker, 


| Pendleton, William W. Phelps, Phillips, Pottle, Purviance, 





Reilly, Ritchie, Royce, Russell, Scott, Searing, Seward, 
Judson W. Sherman, Sickles, Samuel A. Smith, Tappan, 
George Taylor, Miles Taylor, Thayer, ‘Thompson, Wal- 
bridge, Waldron, Walton, Israel] Washburn, Wood, Wor- 
tendvke, and Augustus R. Wright—101. 
NAYS — Messrs. Anderson, Atkins, Avery, Barksdale, 
Bennett, Bingham, Blair, Bocock, Bonham, Boyce, Branch, 
Bryan, Burnett, Case, Caskie, Ezra Clark, John B. Clark, 
Clemens, Cobb, Cragin, James Craig, Curry, Curtis, Davis 
of Mississippi, Davis of Iowa, Dawes, Dean, Edie, Ed- 
mundson, Elliott, Garnett, Gartrell, Gilmer, Goode, Grow, 
Harlan, Hill, Houston, Jackson, Jenkins, Jewett, George 
W. Jones, Kelsey, Kilgore, Knapp, Lamar, Lawrence, 


S. Marshall, Mason, Maynard, Miles, Miller, Millson, 
Moore, Mott, Pettit, Peyton, Pike, Potter, Quitman, Ready, 
Reagan, Ricaud, Ruffin, Sandidge, Scales, Aaron Shaw, 
Henry M. Shaw, Shorter, Singleton, Spinner, Stallworth, 
Stanton, Stephens, Stevenson, William Stewart, ‘Talbot, 
Tompkins, Trippe, Underwood, Vallandigham, Wade, Cad- 
walader C. Washburn, Etiihu B. Washburne, White, Wil- 
on Winslow, Woodson, John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer 


So the bill was passed. 
Mr. J. GLANCY JONES moved to reconsider 


1 the vote by which the bill was passed; and also 


moved to lay the motion to reconsider upon the 
table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
A message was received from the Senate, by 


| Mr. Dicxrns, its Secretary, informing the House 


that the Senate had passed a bill of the House, 
for extending the land laws east of the Cas:ade 
mountains in Oregon and Nebraska Territories. 


ENROLLED BILL. 


Mr. DAVIDSON, from the Committee on 
Enrolled Bills, reported that the committeeshad 
examined and found truly enrolled a bill of the 
following title; when the Speaker signed the same: 

An act (H. R. No. 170) for extending the land 
laws east of the Cascade mountains in Oregon 
and Washington Territories. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 


Mr. SEWARD. I desire to make a very brief 
= plete explanation this morning to the House. 

esterday, in a controversy I had with the 
Speaker, it is very likely that I held the floor with 
too much persistency; and I desire now to make 
an apology to the Speaker and the House for that 
little exhibition of feeling. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair had no doubt that 
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it wes a momentary exhibition of feeling, and that 
the gentleman would make the reparation which 
he has done. 

LEGISLATIVE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. The Senate have 
insisted upon their amendments, disagreed to by 
the House, to the bill (H. R. No. 202) making 
appropriations for the legislative, executive, and 
judicial expenses of the Government for the year 
ending June 30, 1859, and ask a committee of con- 
ference. Lask that the message may be taken 
up, and the request for a committee of conference 








agreed to. 

“Mr. MORGAN. Ishall object. All the ras- | 
calities of Congress are perpetrated through the 
means of conference committees, 

Mr. SINGLETON. Will it be in order to move 
that the committees be called for reports? 

The SPEAKER. The business first in order 1 
is the call of committees for reports of a private || 
n 





ature. | 
Mr. LETCHER. I wish to appeal to the gen- | 
tleman from New York [Mr. Morgan] to with- | 
draw his objection to agreeing with the request 
of the Senate for acommittee of conference on the || 
lecislative bill. The session is drawing to aclose, | 
and we have nearly all the appropriation bills to 
act finally on yet. | 
Mr. MORGAN. Well, sir, I will withdraw 

| 





my objection in this instance; but | want it under- | 
stood that I will not do it in another instance. | 
Messrs. J. GLancy Jones, Horton, and Jack- | 
soN, Were appointed acommittee of conference on | 
the part of the House. 
Mr. MAYNARD. I call forthe regular order | 


of business. | 
JAMES BEATTY’S REPRESENTATIVES. | 


Mr. MAYNARD, from the Committee of 
Claims, reported back Senate bill (No. 57) for the | 
relief of James Beatty ’s personal representatives, | 
with the recommendation that it do not pass; | 
which was laid upon the table, and the report | 
ordered to be printed. | 

N. AND B. GODDARD. 

Mr. MAYNARD, from the same committee, | 
reported back bill (C. C. No. 155) for the relief of | 
N. and B. Goddard, executors of Nathaniel God- | 
dard, with the recommendation that it do not pass; || 
which was laid upon the table, and the adverse re- || 
port ordered to be printed. 


WILLIAM H. RUSSELL. 

Mr. MAYNARD, from the same committee, | 
reported back bill (C. C. No. 83) for the relief of | 
William H. Russell; which was referred to a Com- | 
mittee of the Whole House, and, with the accom- | 
panying report, ordered to be printed. | 


| 
| 
} 
| 


JOSIAH SHAW. 


Mr. MAYNARD, from the same committee, | 
reported back Senate bill { No. 156) for the relief of | 
Josiah Shaw, of Bordentown, New Jersey, with | 
the recommendation that it do not pass; which | 
was laid upon the table, and the report ordered to 
be printed. 


| 
CAPTAIN A. W. REYNOLDS. | 
| 


| 
} 
| 

Mr. MAYNARD, from the same committee, | 
reporteda bill for the relief of Captain A. W. Rey- 
nolds; which was read a first and second time, re- || 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole House, and, || 
with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 


Mr. MAYNARD, from the same committee, 
made an adverse report on the petition of William | 
Weer; which was laid upon the table, and the re- 
port ordered to be printed. 


PRIVATE CALENDAR. 


Mr. CHAFFEE, I move that the House re- | 
solve itself into a Committee of the Whole House. | 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I call for the regular order | 
of business. 

The SPEAKER. That is the regular order of | 
business. | 

Mr. LETCHER. I hope that I will be allowed | 
to report a couple of private claims from the Com- | 
mittee of Ways and Means. They are clearly | 
right, and will pass ina few minutes. We can. 
devote to-morrow to the consideration of private | 
bills in a Committee of the Whole House. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would suggest | 


WILLIAM WEER. | 
| 
| 
| 
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that this is objection day in the Committee of the 

Whole House, and to-morrow will not be. The 

gentleman can make his reports to-morrow as 

| well as to-day. 

| Mr. LETCHER. I will say that, so far as 

thest cases are concerned, there will not be objec- 
tion to them in the House. 

| Mr. CHAFFEE. I insist on my motion. 

| The question was taken; and the motion was 

|| agreed to. 

| 


The House accordingly resolved itself into a | 


| Committee of the Whole House on the Private 
|| Calendar, (Mr. Wasusurne, of Illinois, in the 
chair.) 

The CHAIRMAN stated that the bills on the 
Calendar would be taken up where the comniittee 
had left off on the last objection day. 


MARY BLATTENBERGER. 


A bill (H. R. No. 343) granting a pension to 
Mary Blattenberger, widow of John Blattenber- 
ger. [Objected to by Mr. Smrru,2of Virginia. ] 


CAPTAIN STANTON SHOLES. 


A bill (H. R. No. 344) for the relief of Captain 
Stanton Sholes. 


The bill, which was read, authorizes the Sec- 


retary of War to place Captain Stanton Sholes | 


upon the list of invalid pensioners of the United 
States, at the rate of twenty dollars per month, 
to commence on the Ist of January, 1858. 

It appears, from the report of the committee, 
that Sholes wasa captain of anartillery company, 
acting under a commission from President Madi- 
son in 1812; that he was actively engaged during 
the war, although it does not appear that he was 
in any battle; that he lost his baggage by no fault 


of his own, but by the remissness of the Govern- | 


ment officers. It appears further, that Captain 
Sholes, while in service, and while drilting his 
men, as an artillery officer, was knocked six or 
eight feet by the discharge of a 12-pounder; was 
picked up apparently lifeless; that when he came 
to himself he wasentirely deaf; that he has been 


partially restored to his hearing, but his left ear || 


has ever since been deaf, and it has increased in 
deafness with the lapse of years, until he is now 
an infirm old man; and for forty years past he has 
been obliged to seclude himself from society, being 
incapacitated from duty on the jury, and other 
duties—in fact, from all the business of life. 
The bill was laid aside, to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 


NANCY MAGILL. 


A bill (H.R. No. 345) for the relief of Nancy | 


Magill, of Ohio. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to 
place the name of Nancy Magill, widow of James 
Magill, of the State of Ohio, on the pension roll, 


at the rate of eight dollars pet month, for five | 


years, commencing on the 4th of March, 1858. 


It appears, from the report, that James Magill, | 


the husband ef Nancy Magill, enlisted as a pri- 
vate for the war in the company of Captain Hoag- 


| land, Colonel Morgan’s regiment of infantry, on 


the 28th of April, 1847, was wounded at Chepul- 
tepec 13th September, 1847, and discharged from 
the service August 4, 1848; was subsequently ap- 
pointed brevet second lieutenant, and promoted 
first lieutenant for his bravery during the war. 
On the 29th March, 1849, he was compelled to re- 


| sign his commission as lieutenant on account of 


ill health. It further appears that some time in 
the year 1849, after he resigned his commission 
as lieutenant, he left his residence in Coshocton, 
Ohio, for the purpose of going to Cincinnati on 
business, since which time he has not been heard 
from, although she has made diligent search and 
inquiry as to his whereabouts; she verily believes 
he is dead. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
Housg, with a recommendation that it do pass. 


WILLIAM SUTTON. 


A bill (H. R. No. 346) for the relief of William 
Sutton. 
The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to 


lace the name of William Sutton on the roll of || 
invalid pensioners, at the rate of six dollars per | 
month, to commence from and after the Sth of 


February, 1858, and to continue during the period 
of his natural life. 
It appears, from the report, that William Sutton 


was a private in company A, in the fourth regi. 
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| ment of Indiana volunteers, in the war with Mex- 
| ico; that about August, 1847, while in the service 
|| and in the line of his duty, he was attacked with 
|| fever and diarrhea, which continued him on the 
|| sick list until January, 1848, when his disease, 
|; having become chronic, and having aflected his 
|| nerves, destroying the sight of one eye and injur- 
| ing the other, he was discharged from service as 
|, unfit for duty; that his infirmities have continued 
and are incurable, and partly incapacitate him to 
earn a livelihood by labor. His case amounts to 
three fourths of a total disability. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 


JOSEPH WEBB. 
A bill (H. R. No. 347) for the relief of Joseph 
| Webb. 

The bill directs that the monthly pay heretofore 
allowed by law to Joseph Webb, as invalid pen- 
sioner, be increased to eight dollars per month; 
|, and that the Secretary of the Lnterior be author- 
|, ized and directed to pay Webb at that rate from 
|, and after the Ist of January, 1852. 

The report shows that by a special act of Con- 
| gress of the 25th of June, 1834, the said Webb 
| was placed on the list of invalid pensioners of the 
| United States, for disability arising from a wound 
|| received while in the service of the United States, 

and in the line of his duty, during the war of 18]2, 
/at the rate of six dollars per month, which rate 
was fixed in consequence of the certificate of sur- 
| geons that his disability was three quarters of a 
total disability; that said Webb further represents 
| that the disability arising from the aforesaid 

wound has been for many years so much increased 
as to amount to a total disability; and that, on the 
20th day of April, 1851, he submitted himself to 
the examination of two skillful surgeons, John 

Mason and W. EH. Brown, who thereupon gave 
| their affidavit, in due form, that said Webb’s dis- 
| ability, arising from said wounds, was a total dis- 

ability; and that, in their opinion, he was entitled 
|| to a full pension of eight dollars per month, in- 
| stead of six, the sum he has been drawing under 
||.bis existing pension certificate. — ; 
|| No objection being made, the bill was laid aside 
| to be reported to the House, with a recommenda- 
|| tion that it do pass. 


{| EDWIN M. CHAFFEE. 


A bill (H. R. No. 348) for the relief of Edwin 
M. Chaffee. [Objected to by Mr. Jones, of Ten- 


nessee. | 





R. Le B. CLARKE. 


| 
| A bill (H.R. No. 351) for the relief of R. L. 
|| B. Clarke. [Objected to by Mr. Jongs, of Ten- 
| nessee. | 

| ENOCH B. TALCOTT. 


A bill for the payment of extra compensation 
to Enoch B. Talcott, for his services and expenses 
in recovering Government funds embezzled by 
\| Jacob Richardson. [Objected to by Mr. Smiru, 
| of Virginia. } 


NAHUM WARD. 


A bill (H. R. C. C. No. 27) for the relief of 
|| Nahum Ward. 
|| Objection being made, the bill was passed over. 


| ELI W. GOFF. 


| A bill (H.R. No. 353) for the relief of Eli W. 
| Goff. 
| ‘The bill directs the proper aecounting officer of 
the Treasury, — satisfactory proof being pre- 
| sented that Eli W. Goff, late inspector of customa 
for the district of Vermont, actually sustained 
damages and losses by his efforts faithfully to ex- 
| ecute the revenue laws of the United States, to 
| audit the account of the said Goff, and to pay to 
| him the amount of said damages and losses thus 


proven, out of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated ; provided that the amount 
allowed Goff shall be for damages resulting di- 
rectly from a proper discharge of his legal duties 
as inspector of customs, and shall not exceed five 
thousand dollars. 

No objection being made, the bill was laid aside 
to be reported to the House, with arecommenda- 
tion that it do pass. 


CAPTAIN SAMUEL MILLER. 
A bill (H. R. No. 354) for the relief of the heirs 
of Captain Samuel Miller. [Objected to by Mr. 
Jones, of Tennessee. } 











aees 


WILLIAM EDMONDSTON. 


A bill (H. R. No. 355) for the relief of the heirs 
of William Edmondston. [Objected to by Mr. 
Deran.} 

ROSWELL MINARD. 

A bill (FH. R. No. 356) for the relief of Roswell 

Minard, father of Theodore Minard, deceased. 


Tie bill directs the Commissioner of the Gen- | 


eral Land Office to issue to Roswell Minard, the 


father of Theodore Minard, deceased, a warrant | 


for one hundred and sixty acres of land, in lieu of 


bounty land warrant No. 34,754, heretofore issued | 


to ‘Theodore Minard, deceased, which warrant, 
when so issued, shall bein all respects of the same 
effect as the warrant No. 34,754 would have been 
had it been issued to said Roswell Minard: pro- 
vided, however, that the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office shal] be satisfied that said Roswell 
Minard is the father of Theodore Minard, de- 
ceased; that Theodore Minard died without leav- 
ing a wife or lawful children; and that Theodore 
Minard never assigned or transferred the bounty 
land warrant No, 34,754. 

‘The second section authorizes the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office to institute legal pro- 
ceedings, in such manner as he may deem proper, 
to vacate the patent issued upon the last men- 
tioned bounty land warrant, to recover the land 
embraced in the patent, for the benefit of the Uni- 
ted States, or for such other relief as he may deem 
suited to the case, and to cause the person or per- 
sons guilty of forging the assignment of the boun- 
ty land warrant, and all persons criminally con- 
nected with the forgery, or of uttering or passing 
the forged assignment, to be prosecuted for the 
offense; the lawful expense of which legal pro- 
ceedings and prosecutions shall be paid for by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, out of any moneys in 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

No objection being made, the bill was laid aside 
to be reported to the House, with a recommenda- 
tion that it do pass. 


ABEL M. BUTLER. 
A bill (FH. R. No. 357) for the relief of Abel 
M. Butler. 
The bill authorizes the Secretary of the Interior 
toissue to Abel M_ Butler,a volunteer in the com- 
peer of Captain Jesse Stone, and engaged in the 


yattles at Fort Oswego, New York, in 1813-14, a | 


warrant or certificate for one hundred and sixty 
acres of land, which warrant may be located by 
him, his heirs or assigns, upon any of the public 
lands of the United States subject to private entry; 
and directs that upon the return of the certificate 
or warrant, with evidence of the location having 
been legally made, to the General Land Office, a 
patent shall be issued therefor. 


It appears, from the petition, that Abel M. But- | 


ler was a volunteer in the company of Captain 
Jesse Stone, under Colonel Parkhurst, in April, 
1813, and marched with said company to the de- 
fense of Fort Oswego, then being attacked by the 
sritish; and again, on the Sth day of May, 1814, 
he volunteered into said company, and fought 
through the battle of Oswego, again attacked by 
theenemy. Thatin May, 1855, he presented his 
claim to the Commissioner of Pensions for bounty 
land under the actof March 3, 1855, but his claim 
was denied for want of record evidence. It ap- 
pears, from the papers on file, that the service was 
performed with fidelity and bravery, and by the 
direct and positive testimony of two of his com- 
rades, who were in these battles in the same com- 
pany, and who have received land warrants for 
such service. 
No objection being made, the bill was laid aside 
to be reported to the House, with a recommenda- 
tion that it do pass. 


GEORGE P. MARSH. 

An act (S. No. 1) for the relief of George P. 
Marsh. 

The bill was read. 

Mr. CLAY. I desire to say that this bill is 
reported back from the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs with an amendment, and the question is 
upon the amendment, and not upon the bill itself, 

Mr. HOUSTON. I object. 


JOHN P. BROWN. 


A bill (A. R. No. 360) for the relief of John 
P. Brown. 


| 
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wise appropriated, to John P. Brown, late princi- 
pal interpreter of the Turkish language to the Uni- 
ted States legation at Constantinople, for his ser- 
vices as a chargé d’affaires of the United States at | 
that court, from April 11, 1838, to July 19, 1839; 
from July 30, 1852, to July 5, 1853; and from De- 
cember 19, 1853, to January 31, 1854; the sum of 
$4,674 15, it being the difference between the sal- 
ary of a chargé d’affaires of the United States and 
the amount received by him as principal inter- 
preter during the several periods above named. 

Mr. CLAY. I desire to offer an amendment 
to that bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. It will bein order if there 
be no objection to the bill. 

Mr. COX. I object. 

Mr. CLAY. Cannot an amendment come in 
before objection is made? 

Mr. COX. I withdraw the objection to hear 
the amendment. 

.Mr. CLAY.+ I will state the amendment, and | 


‘also state why it becomes necessary for me, as 


|| objection was made to going back. 


| Jones, who entered the military service Of his | 


"most every action fought on the Canada frontier; 
_was wounded with a bayonet in one, and was 
|| twice breveted for gallantry on the field of battle; 


| eral from 1825 to the day of his death—in the lan- 


The bill directs the Seeretary of the Treasury to | 


a member of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
after having reported this bill, to offer an amend- 
ment before it comes to be acted on. My amend- 
ment is, to strike out, commencing in the eighth 
line, the words ** from the 11th day of April, 
1838, to the 19th day of April, 1839;’’ and to 
strike out from the fourteenth line ‘* $4,674 15,”’ 
and insert in lieu thereof ‘* $2,544 48.”’ And 
now, if the committee will indulge me, as a mat- 
ter of personal explanation, | wish to explain 
why the amendment is offered. When this case 
was first referred to me by the Committee on | 
Foreign Affairs, I addressed a note of inquiry to 
the proper Departmen:, to ascertain whether this 
gentleman had rendered the service which he had 
alleged he had rendered, and whether he had ever 
received’ any compensation therefor. I was in- | 
formed by the Department that he had rendered 
the service as alleged, and that he had never re- 
ceived any compensation therefor. I thereupon | 
reported this bill. My attention was, however, | 
afterwards called to the fact that a law passed 
some years ago had given to this gentleman com- || 
pensation for part of the time for which he claims 
this extra compensation, and it therefore becomes 
necessary that the amendment shall be made. 
Mr. LETCHER. I object to the bill, for Ido || 
not think he is entitled to anything. i] 


, WILLIAM RICH. 
A bill (H. R. No. 361) for the relief of Wil- 


liam Rich. 
Mr. LEITER objected to the bill, but subse- | 
quently offered to withdraw the objection, when | 


MRS. MARY ANN HENRY. 


A bill (H. R. No. 362) for the relief of Mrs. | 
Mary Ann Henry. ([Objected to by Mr. Mor- || 
GAN. | 


| 


HENRY MILLER. 


A bill (A. R. No. 363) granting an invalid pen- || 
sion to Henry Miller. [Objected to by Mr. Jones, 
of Tennessee. | 

MARY A. M. JONES. | 

A bill (HI. R. No. 42) granting a pension to || 
Mary A. M. Jones. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to || 
ae the name of Mary A. M. Jones, widow of 

revet Major General Roger Jones, deceased, late 
Adjutant General of the Army, upon the roll of 
pensioners, and pay her a pension at the rate of | 
one half the pay, monthly, to which her late hus- | 
band was entitled at the time of his death; the 
pension to commence on the 15th of July, 1852, 
and continue during her natural life or widowhood. 

Itappears, from the report, that the petitioner is | 
the widow of the late Brevet Major General Roger | 


country in 1809, and so continued to the day of 
his death, July 15, 1852; that he served through- | 
out the war of 1812, and was distinguished in al- | 


| 


that he filled the important post of Adjutant Gen- | 
| 


guage of the Commander-in-Chief of the Army, 


** bringing to the discharge of its highly difficult || 


and responsible duties an intelligence, honesty of | 


' 
} 


| pay, outof any money in the Treasury not other- | 


| B. Dusenbury. 
| Virginia. ] 








| life; proven’, that the pension shall not be aid 
a 














. . a 
| purpose, and untiring devotion, which carried him 
| through every emergency with credit to himself 
and advantage to the public service.”” That his 
distinguished and valuable services during the 
Mexican war won for him the brevet of major 
general, it being the fifth brevet won by him tor 
_ gallant and meritorious services. — It is clearly 

proved by his attending physician and other tes- 
| timony, that the close and continued confinement 
| oceasioned by the accumulation of business in the 
Adjutant General’s office during the Mexican war 
impaired his health, undermined his constitution, 
and abridged his life; in fact, that the unintermit. 
ting and arduous labors called for by the exigen- 
cies of the public service—labors which he per- 
severingly and often painfully discharged at times 
_ when his enfeebled health demanded a relaxation 
of his official duties—were eventually the cause 
of his death. The petitioner was left, by the 
untimely death of her husband, witha family of 
eleven children, eight of whom are infants and 
daughters, without adequate means for their edu- 
cation and support, which has compelled her to 
appeal to the equity and justice of Congress for 
relief by way of pension. 
The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
| House. 

Mr. MORGAN. What is the amount of that 
pension? My attention was called off at the time 
the bill was read. 

The CHAIRMAN. One half the pay monthly 
to which her husband was entitled at the time of 


|| his death. 


Mr. MORGAN. How much is that? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair does not know. 

Mr. MORGAN. I object to the bill, because 
it gives a higher pension than is given to others 
of the same class. 

Mr. FLORENCE. This isa widow with eleven 
children, appealing to the country for relief. 
| TheCHAIRMAN. The objection comes too 
| late. The gentleman did not rise until the bill 
had been laid aside to be reported to the House. 


MARIA B. DUSENBURY. 


A bill (H. R. No. 364) for the relief of Mary 
[Objected to by Mr. Smiru, of 


JEREMIAH WRIGHT. 
A bill (H. R. No. 365) granting a pension to 


Jeremiah Wright. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
bill. 

Mr. KELSEY. Oh, I hope the objection will 
be withdrawn. This isa poor old soldier, who 
lost his leg in the last war; and if such bills are 
to be objected to, we may as well rise. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The pension goes 
back too far. 

Mr. FLORENCE. If gentlemen object to the 
provisions of the bill, why cannot they move to 


I object to that 


| amend them, and let us do something. 


Mr. KELSEY. If we cannot do anything, let 
us rise. I move thatthe committee do now rise. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

The Clerk read the next bill upon the Calendar. 

Mr. RUSSELL. I hope the bill for the relief 
of Jeremiah Wright will be amended so as to 
make it acceptable. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
tion to its being amended. 


The CHAIRMAN. The committee has passed 


I have no objec- 


| from the consideration of the bill. 


Mr. LEITER. I object to going back, unless 
I can be permitted to go back and withdraw an 
objection which I made. 


JOHN DUNCAN. 

A bill (H. R. No. 366) for the relief of John 
Duncan. 

The bill authorizes and requires the Secretary 
of the Interior to place upon the list of Navy pen- 
sioners, at the rate sixteen dollars per month, 
the name of John Duncan, who was a landsman 
in the United States Navy on board the United 
States ship-of-war Brandywine, and who has 
become totally blind in consequence of disease 
contracted and injuries received by him while in 
the line of his duty in the service of the United 
States; the pension to commence on the Ist of 
December, 1855, and continue during his natural 
if John Duncan remains a beneficiary in the Uni- 
ted States naval asylum. 
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It appears, from. the report, that the petitioner 
was & landsman in the service of the United 
States on board of the ship-of-war Brandywine, 
when under the command of Commodore F. A. 
Parker; that he served out his time, and was 
honorably discharged; that while in said service, 
in the month of May, A. D., 1844, a cataract 
formed in one eye. In July following inflam- 
mation and an abscess appeared. In the winter | 
following the disease extended to the other eye, 
and he became utterly and entirely blind. That 
on the 20th of September, 1845, he was sent to 
and received in the naval hospital near Ports- | 
mouth, Virginia, and was discharged from the 
service on the 6th of May, 1846, blind. It fur- | 
ther appears that the said disability occurred | 
while he was actually in the service aforesaid, || 
and in the line of his duty. | 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the | 
House. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. With the permis- 
sion of the committee, I would like to make a sug- | 
gestion. [Cries of ** Agreed! agreed !’’) Itis this: | 
| know the gentlemen feel dissatisfied with me— 
not to say anything now about it—for objecting 
totheirclaims. Iam willing now that they may se- 
ject any claim upon the Calendar, and if they will 
give us a vote upon it in the House by yeas and 
nays, may go there. Lam willing that they may dis- 
charge the committee from the whole Calendar, if, 
when they bring the bills into the: House, they will | 
give us a vote by yeas and nays upon any bill | 
which the yeas and nays are called for. [Cries of 
“ Agreed !’’] I am willing that that shall be done. 
] do not wish here, by my objection, to thwart 
and defeat what the majority wish todo. But | 
yourrule is, that upon this day any bill upon the 
Calendar, to which there is no objection, shall be 
reported to the House. When a bill is read on 
these objection days, and a gentleman objects to | 
the principle involved in it, if he fails to object, | 
it is the same as if he votes for the bill. 

Now, | am willing to allow the committee to | 
be discharged from the consideration of all the | 
bills on the Calendar, if gentlemen will give us a 
vote upon them when we get into the House. 

[Cries of ** Agreed !’’} 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. 
any such agreement. | 

Mr. NiCHOLS. I wish to make a single sug- | 
gestion. I wish to say that members upon this | 
side of the House have manifested a disposition | 
throughout to allow the appropriation bills to be 
acted on, and to give the dominant majority here 
achance to perfect the public business of the coun. | 
try. [ object to the proposition made by the gen- | 
tleman from Tennessee, because it is well known | 
that if it be agreed to, the call of the yeas and | 
nays on half a dozen bills would terminate the 
private business for the session. 

We can do no good to the private claimants if 
this disposition to object to everything continues 
to be manifested. I want the responsibility to rest 
where it belongs; and if no other gentleman ob- | 


I object to | 


jects, I object to the suggestion of the gentleman | 


from Tennessee. 

[Cries of ‘* Read on!’’] 

Mr. HOUSTON. I wish to make a sugges- 
tion. 

Mr. HARLAN. I object. 

Mr. HOUSTON. My suggestion would be for 
the purpose of advancing business. 

Mr. HARLAN. I know of no better way of || 
advancing the public business than by proceed- | 
ing with the Calendar. 


DEPREDATIONS OF CREEK INDIANS. 
A bill (H. R. No. 367) to provide for the ex- || 


‘amination and payment of certain claims of citi- | 


zens of Georgia and Alabama, on account of 
losses sustained by depredations of the Creek | 
Indians. 
The Clerk proceeded to read the bill. 
Mr. KELSEY. I object to the bill. 
Mr. SEWARD. I hope the gentleman will 
not visit upon me his dissatisfaction at having 
his bill objected to. 
Mr. POTTLE. Objection has been made, and 
I call for the regular order. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I think that bill | 
ought to have been sent to the Committee of) 


the Whole on the state of the Union. t 


Mr. DEAN. I object io debate. 
Mr. SHORTER. ‘i object, and I give notice | 


|| signees of Hugh Glenn. 
| Suorrer.] 
J. C. G. KENNEDY. 1] 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
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that I shall object to every bill on the Calendar. || Mr. NICHOLS. | think we had better rise. 


Gentlemen are objecting here without ever hear- 
ing the bills read. 

Mr. SEWARD. Then we can do no business, 
and I move that the committee rise. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania. I hope the 
gentleman will withdraw his objection. 


Mr. SHORTER. No sir, I object. 
PETER PARKER. 


A bill (C. C. H. R. No. 85) for the relief of 
Peter Parker. [Objected to by Mr. Suorren.] 

Mr. GREENWOOD. If the committee will 
hear me, I can make a suggestion which will re- 
move the difficulty. 

Mr. POTTLE. I object to any statement, and 
call for the regular order. 


HUGH GLENN. 


A bill (H. R. No. 441) for the relief of the as- 
[Objected to by Mr. | 


A bill (H. R. No. 442) for the relief of Joseph 
C. G. Kennedy. 
Mr. SHORTER. I object; and I shall object | 
to every other bill that is read. 


CAPTAIN MILLER. 


A bill (H. R. No. 354) for the relief of the heirs 
of Captain Miller. [Obvjected to by Mr. Suort- 
ER. | 

Mr. SEWARD. I move that the committee 
rise; and when the House gets ina better humor 
we can come back again. It is evident we can do 
nothing now.: 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I ask the con- 
sent of the committee to make a single statement. 

Mr. POTTLE. I object. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. If the commit- 
tee will listen for a single moment 

[Cries of **Order!’’ ** Order !’’] 


JOSEPH HARDYAND ALTON LONG. 


A bill (H. R. No. 444) for the relief of Joseph 
Hardy and Alton Long. [Objected to by Mr. 
SHORTER. ]} 


Mr. ‘TRIPPE. 





As the gentleman from Ala- 


bama has indicated his purpose to object to all the || 


bills, I move that the committee rise. 
The motion was not agreed to. 


ENOCH B. TALCOTT. 


A bill (S. No. 77) for the relief of Enoch B. 
Talcott. [Objected to by Mr. Suorrer.] 


SAMUEL A. FAIRCHILDS. 


A bill for the relief of Samuel A. Fairchilds. 
[Objected to by Mr. Suorrer. | | 
Mr. GREENWOOD. I ask consent to make 

a statement. 


Mr. POTTLE. 


endar will be stopped where it is, until this diffi- 
culty shall have oo gotten over with. 

Mr. POTTLE. I object to any debate, and 
call for the regular order of business. 

Mr. LEITER. I only wanted to make a state- 
ment for the benefit of the House. 

Mr. POTTLE. I object. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I now wish 
to appeai to the committee to accept the propo- | 
sition of the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. | 
Joao 
Mr. DEAN. I object to that. 


HALL NEILSON. 


Joint resolution (H. R. No. 21) for the relief 
of Hall Neilson. [Objected to by Mr. Suorrer.] 


ELIAS HALL. 


An act (S. No. 68) for the relief of Elias Hall, 
of Rutland, Vermont. ([Objected to by Mr. 
SHorrer.]} 


SHADE CALLOWAY. 
A bill (H. R.. No. 386) for the relief of Shade | 


|| Mr. SHORTER. Very well; go on. 


1] 
i] 


|| A bill (H.R. No. 447) for the relief of the heirs 


I object. \| 
Mr. LEITER. I hope the reading of the Cal- || 


a 


I insist upon my motion. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. SEWARD. It is evident, sir, that we are 
doing wrong. 

Mr. POTTLE. I object to any debate. 

Mr. SEWARD. I trust we shall now go back 
and undo the business we have done in this way. 


Mr. DEAN, Mr. POTTLE, and others, ob- 


|| jected to debate. 


D. O. DICKINSON. 

A bill (H. R. No. 445) for the relief of D. O. 
Dickinson. 

Mr. SHORTER. I object to that bill, and I 
shall state just this to the committee 

Mr. POTTLE. I object. 

Several Members. Do not object to the state- 
ment. 

Mr. POTTLE. 
| my objection. 





I object; and do not withdraw 


I shall 


|| object to every bill. 


MRS. JANE SMITH. 

Anact (S. No. 73) authorizing Mrs. Jane Smith 

| to enter certain lands in the State of Alabama. 
[Objected to by Mr. Sorter. } 

Mr. EUSTIS. I move that the committee rise. 

The motion was not agreed to, 


NEHEMIAH STOKELY. 


of Nehemiah Stokely, a revolutionary officer. 
e Mr. COBB. What has become of Senate bill 
No. 73? 

The CHAIRMAN. It was objected to. 

Mr. COBB. Then I think I had better follow 
the illustrious example of my colleague, (Mr. 
Suorrter,| and object: I do object. 


THOMAS WILLIAMS. 


A bill (H. R. No. 448) for the relief of the legal 
representatives of Lieutenant Thomas Williams, 
a revolutionary officer. [Objected to by Mr. 
SuHorre_er. } 

Mr. SEWARD. I understand the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Porrte} has withdrawn his 
| objection to the explanation which the gentleman 
from Alabama proposes to make to the commit- 
tee. 

Mr SHORTER. I simply wish to say that 
when the bill to provide for the examination and 
payment of certain claims of citizens of Georgia 
and Alabama, on account of losses sustained by 
depredations of the Creek Indians was called, the 


| gentleman from New York [Mr. Kesey] ob- 


| jected before the bill or report was read, and of 
course before he could have understood anything 
of the merits of the bill. 1 thought he objected on 
sectional grounds, because the names of Georgia 
and Alabama appeared in the title. I thought it 
was an extraordinary course of proceeding for a 
| gentleman to object to a bill before he could pos- 
sibly understand what it was. This is a claim in 
which many of my constituents are interested. 

Mr. SEWARD. And many of mine. 

Mr. SHORTER. The payment of these claim- 
ants was recommended by General Jackson when 
he was President. This bill was unanimously 
reported by the Committee on Indian Affairs. It 
has passed the Senate several times. I thought it 
due my constituents that legislation should not 
| proceed on other bills if they are not to have their 

claims examined and allowed because they be- 
long to a particular section. Having understood, 
however, that the objection of the gentleman from 
New York was not made on sectional grounds, | 


| now withdraw my objections to this bill, and all 
| the others which have been passed over since the 


one to which I have referred. 
Mr. KELSEY. I wish to say to the commit- 
tee that I did not object to the bill mentioned by 


| the gentleman from Alabama upon any sectional 


grounds. I objected beeause I saw from the 
reading of the title of the bill that it contained 
provisions relating to many individuals, and I 
thought it was a bill which should hot pass sim- 


ply without objection and without explanation. 


thought it should be maturely considered. | con- 


Calloway. [Objected to by Mr. SHorrer.]} |, fess that in addition to this I felt some little irri- 
Mr. NICHOLS. It is useless to go on in this ] tation in consequence of an objection which was 
manner. I move that the committee rise. || made by another gentleman toa bill in which I 


Mr. BURNETT. 


two or three bills further. 


I hope the gentleman will || felt some interest for an old soldier who was 
* withdraw that motion until we have gone on for 


| maimed in battle, and which I thought ought to 


|, pass without objection. 
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Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I will say to the 
gentleman from New York that I never object to 
a bill here in consequence of any feeling I may 
have towards any gentleman who may be inter- 
eated in it. 

Mr. KELSEY. Nor I. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I objected to the 
bill to which the gentleman from New York re- 
fers, because it was in conflict with the general 
law regulating pensions to invalid soldiers, 

Mr. COBB... As my friend from Alabama ob- 
jected to Senate bill (No, 73) because he was a 
Jittle irritated, I hope we shall by unanimous con- 
sent, go back and take it up. 

Several Members objected. 

Mr. COBB. I wish to say to the commit- 
tee — 

[Cries of ** Order !"? © Order 1] 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. As we have gone over 
several bills which have not been objected to for 
good cause, | hope we shall, by unanimous con- 
sent, go back and take them up. 


Mr. BURNETT. I object. 
NATHANIEL HEARD’S HEIRS. 


A bill (H. R. No. 449) for the relief of the heirs | 


of Nathaniel Heard, [Objected to by Mr. Jones, 
of Tennessee. | 


FRANCOIS GUILLORY. 


A bill (1H. R. No. 450) for the relief of the legal 
representatives of Frangois Guillory. [Objected 
to by Mr. Crawson.] 

Mr. STANTON. I rise to a question of order. 
I submit to the Chair whether it is not in order 
for any gentleman opposed to a bill to move that 
it be laid aside, with a recommendation to the 
House that it do not pass; and let it then be un- 
derstood that when it goes to the Flouse, the yeas 
and nays shall be called for. 

The CHAIRMAN. It will only be in order 
by unanimous consent. 

Mr. STANTON. If any gentleman makes a 
motion in lieu of the objection, would it not be in 
order? 

The CHAIRMAN. Only by unanimous con- 
sent. 

Mr. STANTON. 


I think it would be right to 
do so. 


JEAN BAPTISTE DEVIDRINE. 


A bill (A. R. No. 451) for the relief of the le- 
gal representatives of Jean Baptiste Devidrine. 
The bill confirms the legal representatives of 
Jean Baptiste Devidrine, late of Louisiana, in their 
claim to that tract or parcel of land known on the 
public surveys of the southwestern land district 
of that State as lot forty-five, in township four 
south, range three east, and lot seventy-three, in 
township four south, range four east; containing 
about four hundred arpents, or three hundred and 
fifty aeres of land, and that a patent shall issue 
therefor as in other cases; provided that the act 
shall only be construed as a relinquishment of 
whatever title may be now vested in the United 
States, and shall in nowise interfere with any valid 
adverse claim of other or third parties, should 
such there be. 
It appears, from the report, that the claim is for 
a tract of land in Louisiana, of ten by forty 
arpents, (about three hundred and fifty acres,) 
which, it appears, is the half of a tract of twenty 
by forty arpents granted to said Devidrine by Gov- 
ernor Galvez, in 1778. The order of survey being 
evidenced by the report marked B. 290, of the 
commissioners appointed to ascertain the rights 
of persons to lands in the western district of the 
Orleans Territory, who say, in confirming the title | 
of Benjamin M. Stokes to a tract of four hun- | 
dred and one arpents, that it is ‘* founded on an | 
order of survey in favor of Jean Baptiste Devi- 
drine for twenty arpents front by forty in depth, 
on @ petition of said Devidrine, bearing date the | 
22d January, 1778." [tis also in evidence that the | 
land has been regarded, by the people and the | 
courts, a8 private property since 1789; having | 
been repeatedly sold, within that time, for a val- | 
uable consideration by individuals, and under or- | 
der of the probate courts. | 
The bill was laid aside to be reported to the | 
} 


House, with the recommendation that it do pass. 


LAURENT MILLAUDON, 


An ect (S. No. 81,) for the relief of Laurent | 
Millaudon. 


THE CONGREGNAI 








The bill confirms Laurent Millaudon in his title 
| to two certain tracts of land lying on the east side 
| of Mobile bay, in Alabama, being the two tracts 
of land known as the De Feroit claims, as sur- 
| veyed in 1830, and approved of by the surveyor 
general in 1835, with the exception of so much off 
of the north end thereof as has heretofore been 
surveyed and confirmed to William Patterson,and 
| included within what is known as the Patterson 
claim, as now located: provided that the act shall 
| only be construed asa relinquishment of any title 
that the United States may have to the lands; and 
that the confirmation shall inure to the benefit of 
any other persons, if such there be, as may be en- 
| titled to any part of the De Feroit claims under 
conveyances from him. 

From the report it appears, that under the pro- 
visions of the act of 18]2, authorizing the invest- 
igation of land titles south of the thirty-first de- 
gree and east of the Mississippi, an individual, 
without any authority for so dein. filed two al- 
leged Spanish permits for lands on the east side 
| of the Mobile bay, in favor of John B. Lorendine 
in the behalf of the Baron de Feroit. These 
claims were favorably reported upon by Commis- 
sioner Crawford, and communicated to the House 
| of Representatives on the 5th day of January, 
1816; in which report the said claims were num- 
bered 90 and 91 of the third class. (American 
State Papers, Public Lands, vol. 3, page 11.) 


| had any action thereon, one Arthur L. Simms 
became the purchaser of the right of De Feroit to 
| the lands; and on the 3d of March, 1819, Con- 
gress passed an act confirming all the claims so 
favorably reported by the commissioner; and, 
under that act, the claims were regularly surveyed 


| on the plats of the public surveys as the De Fe- 
roit claims, in township C south, of range two 





1837, Laurent Millaudon, relying upon the rep- 


| resentations made to him of the genuineness of | 


those claims, and upon all the previous action of 


| the officers of the Government and of Congress, | 


_by which they were declared to be good and valid 
tides, and as covering lands to which the Govern- 


; ment had no claim, became the purchaser of cer- | 


| tain portions of the same from Simms. Doubts 
having afterwards arisen as to the justice of these 
claims, with a view of securing the lands, pre- 
| emption floats were laid théreon. Under the titles 
| thus purchased by Mr. Millaudon, and believed 
| by him to be most unimpeachable, he went on in 


| making the most extensive preparations to estab- | 
| lish a city upon those lands; and it appears to the | 
| committee, from the evidence adduced by hin, | 
| that in this enterprise he has already actually ex- | 


pended upwards of one hundred thousand dollars. 


| In March last, the question as to the validity of | 


the De Feroit titles being brought before the Gen- 


eral Land Office for consideration, that office re- | 


quired a report from the land officers at St. Ste- 
phens, upon all the facts and evidence in the case; 
and it satisfactorily appearing from that report 
and accompany documents that these claims of 
De Feroit were fraudulent in themselves, one pur- 
porting to be founded on a grant from Gaye- 
tano Perez, in 1800; when he was first in office, 
for twenty-two days, in December, 1803, as com- 
mandant ad interim, and was not in office as com- 
mandmant of the post until 1809, and the other 
| being only a permission for the temporary use of 
| a tract of six or seven arpents on the Bayou Fra, 

or Froid, for a cowpen, for the security of cattle 
during an apprehended incursion of a band of 

Indians, the General Land Office decided that the 
| De Feroit titles, being fraudulent, conveyed no 


| title to the present holders under them. 


The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with the recommendation that it do pass. 


JOHN DICK. 


An act (S. No. 70) for the relief of John Dick, 
of Florida. 

The bill directs the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office to cause a patent to be issued to 
John Dick for lots numbered ten, of section twen- 
ty-nine, and-one, of section thirty-one, fractional 
section of thirty, and the northwest quarter of the 
northwest quarter of section thirty-two, all lying 
in township ten south, of range twenty-seven east, 


GLOBE. 


Subsequent to this report, but before Congress | 


by the proper officers in 1830, and confirmed by | 
the surveyor general in 1835, and are represented | 


east, in the St. Stephen’s district, Alabama. Sub- | 
sequent to this, to wit: on the 20th of March, | 





May 28, 





SS ee 
containing one hundred and fifty-three acres, si. 
uate in East Florida, and of the lands subject to 
sale at St. Augustine, Florida; provided that such 
patent shall only operate as a relinquishment of 
title on the part of the United States, and shall 
| not affect the rights of any third person. 

It appears, from the report, that under the pro. 
visions of the act of Congress for the armed oc- 
, cupation and settlement of the unsettled part of the 
peninsula of East Florida, approved August 4 

1842, Mr. Dick filed his notice with the register 

_ of the land office at St. Augustine for a permit” 
to settle upon one hundred and sixty acres of land 
south of the line dividing townships numbered 
nine and ten, and described as follows: Lot ten 
| section twenty-nine; lotone, in section thirty-one: 
fractional section thirty; ‘and the northwest of the 

| northwest quarter of. section thirty-two; all of 

township ten, range twenty-seven south and east, 

| 


containing in the aggregate one hundred and fifty. 
three thousand and twenty acres. On the 16ih 
of April, 1843, the register of the land office issued 
**permit”’ No. 43, to Mr. Dick, giving him per. 
mission to settle upon the lands solicited, under 
the conditions of the said act; one of which was, 
“that no right or donation shall be acquired under 
this act within two miles of any permanent mili- 
tary post of the United States, established and 
garrisoned at the time such settlement and resj- 
| dence was commenced.’’ This permit was can- 
| celed by the General Land Office, on the ground 
|| that the land embraced therein had been reserved 
|| in 1841 for military purposes. This shows that 
| prior to his permit being canceled, he had com- 
plied with the requisitions of said military act, 
and also proves that his settlement was not with- 
in four miles of any military post established and 
garrisoned atthe date of his settlement, or atany 
time subsequent thereto; that he was compelled 
to relinquish and abandon his settlement by vir- 
tue of such cancelation of his **permit;’’ and that 
since that period he has continued to reside south 
of the line specified in the said act of Congress, 
and has not received lands under the said act. 
The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 


ANNA M. E. RING, ETC. 
An act (S. No. 185) for the relief of Anna M. 
E. Ring, Louisa M. Ring, Cordelia E. Ring, and 
Sarah J. De Lannoy. 
The bill provides that the assignment by David 
A. Ring, to his four daughters, namely: Anna M. 
_E. Ring, Cordelia E. Ring, Louisa M. Ring, and 
Sarah J. De Lannoy, of land warrant No. 3,172, 
for one hundred and sixty acres of land, issued 
on the 18th of July, 1855, to David A. Ring, shall 
be held to vest in the assignees all the right, title, 
and interests of David A. Ring in and to the war- 
rant. 
it appears, from the report, that on the 18th of 
| Jaly, 1855, a land warrant, No. 3,172, for one hun- 
dred and sixty acres of land, was issued to David 
A. Ring for military services during the war of 
1812; that, prior to the receipt of said warrant, 
and while in a dying condition, he executed an 
assignment of his right to that warrant to his four 
| daughters, namely: Anna M. E. Ring, Louisa 
M. Ring, Cordelia E. Ring, and Sarah J. De Lan- 
noy. But the fourth section of an act entitled 
** An act granting bounty land to certain officers 
and soldiers who have been engaged in the mili- 
tary service of the United States,’’ approved 28th 
September, 1850, declares all assignments made 
prior to the issue of a warrant to be null and void; 
' and this assignment having been made prior to 
| the issue of this warrant, the location was law- 
fully refused by the Commissioner of the General 
| Land Office. 
The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
| House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 


WILLIAM B. TROTTER. 

An act (S. No. 52) for the relief of Willam B. 
_ Trotter. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Treasury 
_ to pay to William B. Trotter, of Clarke count, 
| Mississippi, $1,680,out of any money inthe Treas- 
| ury not otherwise appropriated, the same being 
| in full of all his demands growing out of the emi- 

tion and subsistence of Choctaw Indians in 

ississippi, in 1831, under a contract with the 
United States. 
* The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
| House, with a recommendation that it do pass 
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"JAMES G. BENTON AND OTHERS. 
An act (S. No. 59) for the relief of James G. 


penton, E. B. Babbitt, and James Longstreet, of | 


the United States Army. 
The bill direets the proper accounting offieers 
of the Treasury Department, in settling the ac- 


counts of Lieutenant James G. Benton, of the | 


ordnance department, of Brevet Major E. B. Bab- 
pitt, chief assistant quartermaster, and of Brevet 
Major James Longstreet, acting commissary of 
subsistence, to allow them, as credits, the respect- 
ive amounts of which they were defrauded by 
Parker H. French, inSan Antonio, Texas, in July, 


1850; namely: to James G. Benton, $1,021 14; to | 


E. B. Babbitt, $519 935; and to James Longstreet, 
$448 98. ] i 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 


CHRISTINE BARNARD. 


An act (S. No. 91) to continue a pension to 
Christine Barnard, widow of the late Brevet Major 
Moses J. Barnard, United States Army. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to 
continue upon the pension roll, at the rate of thirt 


dollars per month, from and after the 4th of July, 


1857, when her pension expired, the name of 
Christine Barnard, widow of the late Brevet Major 
Moses J. Barnard, captain in company H, regi- 


ment of voltigeurs, who was twice wounded in | 


planting the American colors upon the parapet 
of Chepultepec while storming that fortress, and 


who died from disease contracted in, and greatly | 
enhanced by hardships and fatigue of, the Mex- | 
ican campaign; the pension to be held by her or | 


by her children in accordance with existing laws 
in reference to the widows and children of those 
who died from wounds or disease received or con- 
tracted during the Mexican war. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 


SUSANNA T. LEA. 

An act (S. No. 96) for the relief of Susanna T. 
Lea, widow and administratrix of James Mag- 
lenen, late of the city of Baltimore, deceased. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Treasury 
to pay to the legal representatives of James Mag- 


lenen $130, being the value of a horse and equip- || 


ments belonging to him, the same having been 
impressed in September, 1814, for the purpose of 
sending an express to North Point, and the horse 
and equipments having been lost in the service. 
The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 


DR. THOMAS ANTISELL. 


A bill (H. R. No. 452) for the relief of Dr. 
Thomas Antisell. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Treasury to 
pay to Dr. Thomas Antisell, out ofany moneys in 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated , $274 65, 
in full of the account of Antisell, for services ren- 


dered as acting assistant surgeon to the command | 


(company G, third artillery) escorting Lieutenant 


Parke’s party of survey from California to New | 


Mexico in 1855. 


From the report, it appears that Dr. Thomas | 


Antisell, as geologist, accompanied Lieutenant 
John G. Parke, corps topographical engineers, in 
a survey and explorations for a Pacific railroad, 
made by said Parke in southern California, and 
along parallel 32° in the ‘* Gadsden Purchase.”’ 
During the progress of the expedition, the services 
of a medical attendant became necessary, and 
Dr. Antisell agreed to act, and did act in that ca- 
pacity to the United States troops accompanying 
the party of survey. The agreement was made 
in the form of a regular contract entered into by 
Dr. Antisell, on the one part, and by Brevet Lieu- 
tenant George T. Andrews, commanding com- 
pany G, on the part of the United States. The 
evidence submitted goes to prove that the services 
of Dr. Antisell, na madical 

valuable and were faithfully rendered. 


The bill was laid aside te be reported to the | 


House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 
ROBERT W. CUSHMAN. 


A bill (H. R. No. 453) for the relief of Roberi | 


W. Cushman, formerly acting purser in the Unt- 
ted States Navy. 

The bill directs the proper accounting officers 
of the Treasury to pay, out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to Robert 
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attendant, were very | 


W. Cushman, acting purser of the ‘* German- | 

town,” the flag-ship of the African squadron, the 
| difference of pay between that of a purser and a 
captain’s clerk, for such time as he so acted as 
purser. 

The report states that on the 9th of January, 
| 1851, the memorialist, Robert W. Cushman, was 
|| appointed secretary of the commander-in chief 
| of the African squadron, Commodore E. A. F. 
| Lavallette. On the 2Ist of May following, owing 
| to the feeble state of the health of Purser Chris- 
| tian, who was then detached, he was appointed 
by the commander-in-chief as acting purser, in 
the place and stead of Purser Christian so de- 
|| tached, and recognized as such by the Navy 
|| Department, as will appear from a letter from A. 
|| O. Dayton, Fourth Auditor, which is on file 
| among the papers accompanying the petition. He 
| continued to act in the capacity of purser until 
| the 9th of December, 1851, and asks that he may 
|| be allowed for the time he soacted the difference 
|| of pay between that of secretary to the command- 
| er-in-chief and purser. Where a ship is not reg- 
| ularly entitled to a purser, it has not been the 
practice of the Department to allow, nor of this 
committee to report in favor of uiowing, the dif- 
ference of pay to captains’ clerks appointed as 
| pursers by other than the Department, and they 
are not recognized by or responsible to the De- 
partment when the captain of a ship or squadron 
is required to act as purser. This is not such 
a case; the Germantown, the flag-ship of the 
squadron, was so entitled; and it appears to the 
committee that the recognition of Mr. Cushman 
as purser by the Department entitles him to the 
| difference of pay for which he petitions, 

No objection being made, the bill was laid 
aside to be reported to the House, with a recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


JOHN H. WHEELER. 


A bill (H. R. No. 454) for the relief of John 
H. Wheeler,. Esq., late United States Minister 
to Nicaragua. [Objected to by Mr. Curry.] 


MICHAEL PAPPRENIZA. 


Joint resolution (No. 22) for the relief of Mi- 
| chael Pappreniza. 

It authorizes the President to extend the pro- 
|| visions of the joint resolution, approved March 3, 
1853, entitled ** A resolution for the relief of the 
Spanish consul and other subjects of Spain resid- 
ing at Key West, by indemnity for losses oeca- 
sioned in 1851,’ to the case of one Michacl Pap- 
preniza, an Austrian subject, who, it is alleged, 
sustained losses at the same time, in consequence 
of his being supposed to be a Spaniard; provided 
that the amount allowed as indemnity to Pappre- 
niza shall not exceed $200. 

The report states that it appears from the letter 
of the Secretary of State, and the note of Cheva- 
lier Hiilsemann, Minister Resident of Austria in 
the United States, that Michael Pappreniza, an 
Austrian subject, had been established for a num- 
ber of years in New Orleans as a vender of fruit; 
that on the night of the 2ist August, 1851, an at- 
tack was made upon his fruit stall in St. Mary's 
market, and his property destroyed by some riot- 
ous persons to the damage of $200, under the im- 
pression that he was a Spaniard, and had taken 
part with the Spanish Government in the Lopez 
expedition against Cuba. Congress, by a resolu- 
tion approved 3d March, 1853, requested the 
President of the United States to cause an inves- 
tigation as to any losses sustained by the consul 
of Spain, or other persons residing at New Or- 
leans, or at Key West, in 1851, and who were at 
that time subjects of the Queen of Spain, by the 
violence of individuals, arising out of intelligence 
then recently received of the execution of certain 
persons at Havana, by the Spanish authorities at 
thatisland. The case of Pappreniza, being an Aus- 
trian subject, did not belong to those provided for 
by that resolution, and the committee see no god@ 
reason why he should not be indemnified as were 
the subjects of the Queen of Spain. 

No objection being made, the bill was laid aside 





| 





tion that it do pass. 


MICAJAH BROOKS. 
A bill (H. R. No. 455) for the relief of Mica- 
jah Brocks. 
The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to 
| place the name of Micajah Brooks, of Georgia, 





| 
| 
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to be reported to the House, with a recommenda- | 
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on the pension roll, at the rate of four dollars per 
month, or forty-eight dollars per annum, and that 
he be paid at that rate from the Ist of January, 
1850; and that that ameunt be paid to Micajah 
Brooks, if living; otherwise, to his surviving 
children, 

The report states that che petitioner declares in 
his memorial, under the act of 7th June, 1832, 
that he served in the war of the Revolution, in the 
States of South Carolina and Georgia, as much 
as two years, asa private. He adduces as evi- 
dence record proof from the comptroller of the 
State of South Carolina, of three or four months’ 
service, for which he has received land, say one 
hundred and sixty acres. He is regarded by a 
large number of witnesses where he resides as 
having served faithfully in the war of the Revo- 
lution. He is now near one hundred years of age, 
and in indigent circumstances; and the committee 
have thought it reasonable and just to report a 

| bill for his relief, allowing him a pension at the 

| rate of forty-eight dollars per annum, from the Ist 

| of January, 1850, to be paid to the said Micajah 

| Brooks, if living, and if deceased, to his surviving 
children. 

Mr. LEITER. I move to strike out * four,’’ 
and insert ‘‘eight,’’ so as to provide a pension 
of eight dollars per month. 

Mr. QUITMAN. Lact upon principle, and 
cannot consent to pass a bill which will separate 
one individual from the community, and give him 
what others are not permitted to enjoy. This 
bill is framed upon the principles of revolutionary 
pensions, and therefore | am opposed to the amend - 
ment. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I shall object to the 
bill, if that amendment is made. 

Mr. LEITER. I withdraw the amendment. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move to amend 
the bill by striking out the words ‘ otherwise to 
his surviving children,”’ 

The bill provides that the amount shall be paid 
to the soldier, if living; and if not, to his surviv- 

'ing children. This is contrary to all our practice 
in giving revolutionary pensions. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill, as amended, was then laid aside to be 
reported to the House, with a recommendation 
that it be passed, 


MAJOR JOHN JONES. 


A bill (H. R. No. 456) granting an invalid pen- 
sion to Brevet Major John Jones, of Tennessee. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to 
place the name of Brevet Major John Jones, of 
‘Tennessee, on the invalid pension roll, and pay 
him a pension, at the rate of twenty-five dollars 
per month, from thé 4th of September, 1856, and 
to continue during his natural life. 

The report states that the memorialist entered 
the Army as a volunteer dragoon under General 
Jackson, in 1812, and was appointed by General 

| Jackson, sword master. In 1813,January 13, he 
was appointed to the command of a company in 
the thirty-ninth regiment of infantry. With this 
regiment he joined General Jackson at the Ten 
Islands, on Coosa river, in January or February, 
1814. He was honored with the command of the 
advance guard of the Army on the memorable 
27th of March, following. ‘* After descending 
the Alabama river, and whilst the regiment was 
encamped at Mount Vernon, he was sent over- 
land, in disguise, by Colonel Benton, to ascertain 
its defenses, and the rate of the brig Hermes, 
then lying there.’? With the remains of the regi- 
ment he built Fort Montgomery, under the 
orders of Colonel Benton. Tn the latter part of 
1816, the memorialist was sent with two com- 
panies to Attakapas, to give protection to the 
coast from the invasions of Lafitte, of notorious 
memory. He remained on the Teche until about 
| April, 1817, when he was remanded to headquar- 
ters, Baton Rouge. Whilst on this duty he con- 
tracted a hepatical complaint, from which he has 
never recovered. The disease became so aggrava- 
ted, that, in 1824, he was compelled to resign his 
commission inthe Army, after having served ten 
ears asa captain and been breveted a major. 
he memorialist having sacrificed his best pros- 
pects and the prime of his life for the good of his 
country, has nothing left but a broken constitu- 
tion and the weight of seventy-seven years, with 
a fair prospect of becoming a mendicant. 


| Mr. BURNETT. I am acquainted with the 
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merits of this case, and | want to make a state- | 


ment to the committee, with a view to an amend- 
ment. [Cries of ‘Go on!’’] This man is nota 
constituent of mine, as he fives in the State of 
Tennessee, but 1 know him. He is one of the 
most intelligent men l ever knew. He rendered 
as much service to the country as any man ever 
connected with the Army did. The testimony of 
Colonel Thomas H. Benton shows him to have 
been one of the most gallant and meritorious offi- 
cers we have had. He was breveted as major of 
the Army. He lives in Tennessee, in a log-cabin, 
without any floor other than that furnished by 
the bare earth. He is also blind. This bill pro- 
poses to pay him twenty-five dollars a month as 
a pension. 

Mr. CHAFFEE. 
him under the law. 

Mr. BURNETT. The regular pay of a major 
of the Army is ninety dollars per month. Now, 
I ask this committee if they will not increase the 
pension of that old man of seventy-seven years? 
{Cries of ** Agreed !”’ ** Agreed!”?} 1 move to 
strike gut “ twenty-five dollars”’ and insert ** forty 
dollars.’’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

No objection being made, the bill was laid 
aside to be reported to the House, with a recom- 
mendation that it do pass with an amendment. 


That is all we could give 


KENNEDY O'BRIEN. 
"A bill (A. R. No. 457) for the relief of Ken- 
nedy O’Brien. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to 
place the name of Kennedy O’Brien on the list of 
invalid pensioners at the rate of eight dollars per 
month, from the Ist of January, 1854. 

The report states that the petitioner served in 
the late war with Mexico, having volunteered two 
different times; and that, while in the line of his 
duty, he contracted a chronic diarrhea, from the 
effects of which he became blind. 

No objection being made, the bill was laid 
aside to be reported to the House, with a recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


EVELINA PORTER. 
A bill (H.R. No. 458) for the relief of Evelina 


Porter, widow of the late Commodore David Por- 
ter, of the United States Navy. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to 

lace the name of Evelina Porter, widow of the 
a Commodore Porter, deceased, of the United 
States Navy, upon the list of invalid pensions, to 
be paid at the rate of thirty dollars per month, 
for five years, from the 9th of February, 1858; 
that if Evelina Porter shall intermarry before the 
expiration of the five years, then the pension shall 
cense at the date of her death. 

Mr. BOCOCK. Ido not wish to object to this 
bill, but I think there is a mistake in the last line. 
{ move to strike out the words “‘ her death’’ and 
insert in lieu thereof, the words “ her said inter- 
marriage.’’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

From the report the following facts appear: 
The memorialist states that her husband, David 
Porter, entered the United States Navy in 1798, 
as a midshipman; that in the Old Tripolitan war 
(1803) he received a wound, which, with the ef- 
fects of a severe attack of yellow fever, contracted 
while in command of the United States squadron 
for the suppression of piracy in the West India 
seas, was the cause of his death; that believing 
the act of Congress of 30th of June, 1834, de- 
signed to confer its benefits on the widows of those 
who had faithfully served their country and who 
had died under the circumstances therein stated, 
she applied to the Commissioner of Pensions to 
be placed on the Navy pension roll; that officer 
decided that she was not entitled to the benefits of 
the act in question, because her husband at the 
time of his death was not an officer of the Navy. 
Under these circumstances she appeals to Con- 
gress, and prays the passage of an act for her ben- 
efit, granting her a pension, commencing at the 
date of her husband’s death, in a similar manner 
and at the same rate with the widows of officers 
of her husband's rank whoare now upon the Navy 

nsion roll, whose husbands died before they 
eft the naval service. 

In support of her claim, Dr. Edmund L. Du 

re certifies that he was attached to the squad- 
ron commanded by Commodore David Porter in 
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the West Indies, for the suppression of piracy; 
that Porter contracted in 1823 a violent attack of 


yellow fever; his life was despaired of; his sys- || 
tem was totally unable to react; he had received | 
many severe wounds in the service; the yellow | 


fever reopened old wounds, and his left cavish, 
which had been wounded many years before, sup- 
purated, and pieces of bone exfoliated; saw him 
again in 1824-25; his health was then precarious; 


deranged; having lived in the cabin of the ‘* Sea 
Gull”? with him, had ample opportunity of ob- 
serving the condition of his system; was a con- 
stant witness to his intense sufferings; saw him 
again in 1838 or 1839; saw the breaking up of his 
physical powers rapidly advancing. The account 
of his death is consistent with his view of the case 
from the beginning. The wound on the scrotum, 
deranging the urinary organs and obstructing the 
functions of the bladder, of itself was serious; but 
attended with an almost total paralysis of the 
action of the parts, death was a most certain re- 
sult. That his death is wholly attributable to 
wounds received and disease contracted in the ser- 
vice, in the actual performance of his duties, he 
has not the slightest doubt. 

G. H. Heap certifies that he resided with Com- 
modore David Porter for nine months previous 
to his death, in constant attendance upon him 
during his last illness up to his death, on the 3d 
of March, 1843. His death was caused ina great 
measure by adisorder of the bladder froma wound 
produced by a ball, which injured the relative 
parts. During his last illness it was often neces- 
sary to lift him out of bed twenty times a night, 
and to use the catheter before relieved. Has no 
doubt his death was caused by wounds and sick- 
ness received in his country’s service by the ob- 
struction of the urethra by the wound, aggravated 
by other injuries, and especially the attack of yel- 
low fever above referred to. 

George A. Porter certifies that he was a nephew 
of Commodore David Porter; was With him from 
1830 to the day of his death, March 3, 1843; re- 
sided with him the whole time he lived at Con- 
stantinople; attended him during his illness, and 
was present when he died. His premature death 
was attributed, by all who were intimately ac- 
quainted with him, to the zealous discharge of 
his duties in the naval service. 

C. W. Goldsborough, secretary of the Navy 
commissioners, states that Commodore Porter has 
rendered not only long and faithful, but extraor- 
dinary services, as the records of the Navy De- 
partment will fally testify. In February, 1793, 
he was a midshipman on board the frigate Con- 
stellation; in 1800 was promoted to first lieuten- 
ant of the Experiment. ‘That in an engagement 
off Old Tripoli, by a detachment of the vessels of 
the squadron under command of Commodore R. 


V. Morris, at that time commanded by Lieuten- | 


ant Porter, as the boats approached, several of 
our men were killed and wounded, among the 
latter Lieutenant Porter, who received a slight 
wound in the right thigh and a ball through the 
left. Commodore Morris reported Lieutenant 
David Porter and others as deserving particular 
distinetion on that occasion. 

John Downes, a captain in the United States 
Navy, states that in 1799 or 1800 he was a boy 


on the frigate Constellation, in the West Indies, | 


when Commodore Porter, then quite a youth, 
commanded a small schooner, pursued an ene- 
my’s vessel of superior force into shoal water, 
and captured her after a sharp action. He wit- 
nessed his gallant attack on the enemy’s vessels 
with a detachment of boats under his command 
from the United States squadron at Old Tripoli in 
1803. In this attack he was wounded through 
the thigh; all the enemy’s vessels were set on 
fire. Commodore Porter was in several actions 
in the West Indies during our war with France 
i@ 1799 and 1800, and in one of them was wounded 
in the shoulder; has known him intimately since 
1802; was his first lieutenant on the Essex, during 
the whole time he commanded her; does not be- 
lieve any country can boast of his superior as a 


naval commander; no man has done more to build | 


up the reputation of the Navy. 
F. A. Thornton says, that in December, 1822, 


he was purser of the piratical expedition for the | 


West Indies, under Commodore David Porter; 


continued with him till his return, in the fall or | 
. winter of 1824 or 1825. While in this service, 
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| eral brigand barges. 
his stomach, liver, and bowels were very much | 








| Porter suffered from severe attacks of yellow 
|| fever, &c. 

Joshua Blake, a captain in the Navy, says he 
was second lieutenant of the schooner Experi- 
ment, then in command of Lieutenant Maley; that 
Commodore David Porter was then first lieutenant 
of the schooner. On the Ist of January, 1500 
they had an engagement of some hours with sey. 
During the action, which 
part of the time was close and severe, Commodore 
(then Lieutenant) Porter received a wound in the 
left shoulder. He distinctly recollects that he 
suffered much from the effect of the contusion. 

Memorialist’s marriage with David Porter js 
proven by the statements of Rebecca 8, Connelj 
and Mary Davenport, who were present at their 
marriage, which, together with herown statement 
under oath, fixes the date of their marriage on the 
9th day of March, 1808, at the residence of her 
father, in the town of Chester, Pennsylvania, 

From the testimony it appears that Commodore 
David Porter’s death is wholly attributable tg 
wounds and injuries received, and disease con. 
tracted “by him, while in his country’s service, 
and in the discharge of his duties; that his death 
occurred at Constantinople, in Turkey, on the 34 
of March, 1843, at which place he was at the time 
a diplomatic functionary of the Government, and 
not in the naval service of the United States. 

No objection being made, the bill was laid aside 
to be reported to the House, with a recommend- 
tion that it do pass. 





SILAS STEVENS. 

A bill (H. R. No. 459) granting an invalid pen- 
sion to Silas Stevens, of Virginia. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to 
place the name of Silas Stevens, of Virginia, on 
the invalid pension roll, and pay him a pension, 
at the rate of four dollars a month, from the lst 
_ of February, 1858, during his natural life. 

It appears from the report that the memorialist 
entered the service about the Ist of September, 
1812, in the company of Captain James Morgan, 
in Colonel Dudley Evans’s regiment of Virginia 
militia, and that he was marched to the North- 

| west to join General Harrison; that at a small 
village, called Delaware, in the State of Ohio, he 
was taken sick, where he remained six weeks, 

| not being able to perform duty as a soldier, and 
there being no prospect that he ever would be, he 
was discharged, and left to get home as best he 
could, 

The bill was laid aside, to be reported to the 
House. 


BERIAH WRIGHT. 


A bill (H.R. No. 460) granting an invalid pen- 
sion to Beriah Wright, of New York. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior to place the name of Beriah Wright, of New 
York, upon the roll of invalid pensioners of the 

| United States, and to pay him a pension, at the 
rate of four dollars per month, from the 16th day 
of February, 1858, during his natural life. 

The report shows that the memorialist was in 
| the service of the United States Army as a cor- 
poral, and that owing to exposure from want of 
| tents and clothing, he was attacked with rheuma- 
tism so severely that Major Bayly, commanding 
the regiment, allowed him to procure a substitute 
_and return to his home, some four or five weeks 
| before the expiration of his term of service. The 
term of service commenced May 19, 1813, and 
Corporal Wright left in the winter of 1813-14 to 
gohome. Dr. Kenrick testifies that Wright left 
home in good health, robust and vigorous, and 
returned for medical advice; his complaint was 
rheumatism; and that it has disabled him, the 
said Wright, one half or three quarters. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House. 


JOHN LEE. 


A bill (H.. R. No. 461) granting an invalid pen- 
sion to John Lee, of, the State of Maine. 

The bill directs that the name of John Lee be 
placed upon the pension list of the United States, 
at the rate of eight dollars per month, from the 
22d of December, 1857, and that the Secretary 0! 
the Interior pay him eight dollars per month, to 
be estimated and computed from and after De- 
| cember 22, 1857, and to continue during life. 





The Committee on Invalid Pensions report that 
Lee, under the name of John Richards, a private, 
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enlisted inte the Se rere eof | Mr. QUITMAN. I move to amend the bill by 
February, 1813, in the ninth regiment of United | 


Siates infantry, and has been traced on the rolls 
of his company up to the 15th of May, 1815. He 
fought in five pitched battles: battle of Williams- 
burg, in said regiment, in General Covington’s 
brigade; at Fort Erie; at Chippewa, Queenstown, 
and Fort George; at Bridgewater, or Lundy’s 
Lane; the siege of Fort Erie, which lasted fifty or 
sixty days; and was in the fight when Fort Erie 
was blown up, and at the sortie near said fort 
when the enemy’s batteries were taken and blown 
up by the American forces. It further appears 
that in said ninth regiment, at the battle of Lun- 
dy’s Lane, that all of said Lee’s company, with 
the exception of himself and one other private, 
were either killed, wounded, or left the field be- 
fore the termination of said battle. From the proof 
it further appears that at said battle, and in the 
nieht time, he was hit by a musket ballin the left 
shoulder and badly injured; that in consequence 
of said injury his leftarm and hand have become 
almost disabled. 

Mr. QUITMAN. I move toamend the bill by 
striking out “eight dollars’’ and inserting ‘‘four 
dollars,’’so as to make it conform to the pension 
laws. 

The amendment was rejeeted. 

The bill was then laid aside to be reported to 
the House. 

JAMES FUGATE. 

A bill (H.. R. No. 462) granting an invalid pen- 
sion to James Fugate, of Missouri. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to 
place the name of James Fugate, of Missouri, 
upon the roll of invalid pensioners, and pay hima 
pension, at the rate of eight dollars per month, in- 
stead of four dollars per month, the amount he 
now receives; to commence on the 4th of March, 
1858, and to continue during his natural life. 

It appears, from the papers submitted, that 
James Fugate was placed on the invalid pension 
roll, by a special act of Congress, at the rate of 
four dollars per month. By the certificate of 
George Johnson, surgeon United States marine 
hospital at St. Louis, Missouri, it is shown that 
said James Fugate is wholly disabled. 


The bill was laid aside to be reported to the | 


House. 
ELMIRA WHITE. 


A bill (H. R. No. 463) for the relief of Elmira 
White, widow of Captain Thomas R. White. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to 
place the name of Elmira White, widow of Thomas 
R. White, of Maine, on the pension roll, from the 
date of the disease and disability contracted b 
him in the service of his country, during her wid- 
owhood, at the same rate per annum, and in lieu 
of the pension received by her. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. That bill contains 
an entirely new principle. I have no objection 
to the bill if itis made to conform to the law which 
gives to the widow of the soldier who had died in 
the service, or of disease contracted in the service, 
a pension for five years and subsequently for an- 
other five years. But this bill proposes to go back 


to the date of the disease in 1812 or 1813 and give 


her this pension for forty or fifty years. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I move to amend 
the bill, so as to make the pension commence from 
the date of the passage of the bill. 


Mr. GROW. As I understand it, this widow | 


is drawing a pension now. If we strike out the 


pension she now receives, and put in five years’ | 


pension, will it not reduce her pension? 
Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. It will just 
give her a pension for five years. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Is she now getting 
& pension? 
Mr. CHAFFEE. Half pay. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
Mr CHAFFEE. Itis. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
the bill. 


Is it continuous? 
Then I object to 


MICHAEL KINNY. 
_An act (S. No. 35) for the relief of Michael 
Kinny, late a private in company I, eighth regi- 
ment United States Army, 


The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to | 


i the name of Michael Kinny on the pension 
ist, at the rate of eight dollars per month, com- 
mencing on the 11th of December, 1856, and to 
continue during his life. 





striking out ‘ eight,”’ and inserting ‘* four.’’ 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Then I object to 
the bill. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I do not know 
anything about this case, but [ understand from 
the report that this man has had one of his legs 
amputated, and thatis always held at the Pen- 
sion Office to be a total disability. 


Mr SMITH, of Virginia. Well, lex non curat 


minimis. I withdraw the objection. 


The bill was laid aside to be reported to the | 


House. 
CORNELIUS H. LATHAM. 


A bill (H. R. No. 464) for the relief of Corne- | 


lius H. Latham. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to 
allow and pay Cornelius H. Latham, of New 
York, an invalid pensioner, eight dollars per 
month during his natural life, in lieu of the pen- 
sion now allowed him by law, to commence on 


| the 25th of February, 1856. 


It appears that the petitioner was, by special | 
act of Congress for his relief, approved July 17, | 


1854, placed on the pension list, at the rate of four 
dollars per month, on account of disease con- 


| tracted while in the line of his duty, in the ser- 


vice of the United States, as a private in Captain 
E. V. Sumner’s company of United States dra- 
goons. The petitioner now states that the said 
disease has continued to this time, and renders 
him unable to perform any labor. He presents 
the affidavits of two physicians, who are certified 
to be reputable in their profession, who state that 
he is not only still disabled, but, in consequence, 
is disabled to adegree amounting to a total disa- 
bility. 

The bill was laid aside to he reported to the 
House. 


EDWARD N. KENT. 


A bill (H. R. No. 465) for the relief of Edward 
N.Kent. [Objected to by Mr. Unperwoop.] 


ADVERSE REPORTS FROM COURT OF CLAIMS. | 


The following adverse reports from the Court 
of Claims stood next in order upon the Calendar: 

An adverse report (No. 159) upon the petition 
of Joseph Ratcliff; 

An adverse report (No. 160) upon the petition 
of Oliver Dubois; 


oe ie | 
An adverse report (No. 162) upon the petition 


of Arthur Edwards and others; 
An adverse report (No. 164) upon the petition 


| of A. O. P. Nicholson; and 


An adverse report (No. 166) upon the petition | 


of Joshua J. Guppy, judge of the county court of 


| Columbia county, Wisconsin, as trustee for the 


claimants and occupants of ‘* Portage City.” 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I hope that these 


Mr. WALDRON. I desire that report No. 


| adverse reports will be reported to the House, | 
| with arecommendation that they be concurred in. | 
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162 be laid aside, to be reported to the House with | 
a recommendation that it be referred to the Com- 


mittee of Claims. 
It was so ordered. 


The other reports were then laid aside, to be | 


reported to the House with a recommendation 
that they be concurred in. 


JAMES RUMPH. 


A bill (H. R. No. 476) for the relief of James | 


Rumph. 
The bill directs the Secretary of the Treas- 


ury to pay to James Rumph, out of any money in | 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, $760, it | 


being in full compensation for medical aid ren- | 


dered to soldiers in the service of the United States 


| in 1837. 


The report having been read, the bill was laid 
aside to be reported to the House. 


WILLIAM TURVIN. 
‘|| A bill (C. C. No. 81) for the relief of the heirs | 


‘of Wiiliam Turvin, deceased. 


The bill authorizes the heirs of William Tur- | 


vin, deceased, to locate, free of cost, nine hundred 
| and sixty arpents ofland, or as near thereto as the 
| same can be done, not exceeding that quantity, 


according to the legal subdivisiofs, on any of the | 


public lands of the United States subject to entr 
at private sale; which lands, when so located, shall 
| be in full for the claim of their father, William 


2479 
Turvin, to a tract of land lying on the east side 
of the Mobile river and west of the Bayou Pas- 
cual, under a grant from the Spanish Government, 
and which was recommended for confirmation on 
the report of the register and receiver of the land 
office for the district of St. Stephens; and author- 
izes the Commissionerof the Generaj Land Office, 
upon the receipt of the certificate of entry from 
the proper land office, to issue a patent for the land 
so located. 

The report states inat, on the 30th June, 1787, 
Samuel Moore, an inhabitant of the jurisdiction 
of Mobile, petitioned the Governor of Florida for 
a concession of twelve arpents of land situated and 
lying on the Tensaw, or east branch of the Mo- 
bile river, contiguous to Bayou Pascual, and the 
lands of one Strahan, certified to be vacant by 
Don Vincente Falch, captain of the Louisiana 
regiment of infantry, civil and military command- 
ant of the town of Mobile, and of the district 
thereto appertaining. On the 3d August follow- 
ing, the concession was granted by the Governor, 
Don Stephen Miro, with an érder of settlement 
and survey, directing Don Charles Laveau Tu- 
deau, surveyor general of the province, to ** put 
the petitioner in possession of twelve arpents front 
by the ordinary depth of forty,’’ making an area 
of four hundred and eighty arpents. So ‘ar as the 
proof in the case discloses, there never was any 
survey made, and nothing further done by the 
Spanish authorities towards perfecting the title. 
Jutit is well established that Moore shortly after- 
wards took possession of the land, erected build~ 
ings thereon, made ** considerable improvements, 
with roads leading to and from,’’ &c., and con- 
tinued to occupy it until his death, which must 
have occurred shortly thereafter, for on the 7th 
November, 1791, his widow, who appears in the 
mean time to have married a man by the name of 
Thompson, assumed to convey the land to Wil- 
liam Turvin, the ancestor of the present claimants. 

Afterwards, on the 20th August, 1806, Turvin 
applied to Morales, the Intendant General of the 
Floridas, for an additional concession of twelve 
arpents, with the ordinary depth of forty, contigu- 
ous to the first tract; the application was referred 
to Armand de Courville, Minister of the Royal 
Revenue, who reported on the 19th of September, 
1806, in favor of the concession; there appears no 
further assurance of title from the Spanish Gov- 
ernment; the proof shows that Turvin continued 
to occupy and improve the lands until his death 
in 1810, and his children from that time until, 
under the act of the J1th February, 1813, the ter- 
ritory was transferred to the jurisdiction of the 
United States, and, indeed, for many years after- 
wards. It appears that on the 19th June, 1813, 
one James Conway, as executor of William Tur- 
vin, and as agent for his heir, gave notice to Wil- 
liam Crawford, commissioner of land claims east 
of Pearl river, that he claimed this land embraced 
in the original concession to Samuel Moore, but 
seems to have produced no evidence that it had 
ever been inhabited or cultivated; and for this 
omission, the commission did not admit the va- 
lidity of the claim. 

By a letter under date of October 13, 1857, 
addressed by the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, to Hon. Philip Phillips, it appears 
** thatall the southern part of township one south, 
of range two east, lying east of the Tensaw 
river, for more than three miles from the south- 
ern boundary of said township, and the north 
part of township two south, of range two east, 
and lying east of the Tensaw river for a distance 
of more than \wo miles from the northern bound- 
ary of said township, except the east part of sec- 
tion eleven and all of section twelve, which are in 
the eastern part of said township, and distant 
from Tensaw river, but are one mile from the 
northern boundary of said township, are cov- 
ered by the private claims of Joshua Kennedy, 
J. L. Seabury, the heirs of Robert Wolfington, 
the representatives of William Fisher, John and 
Bruner Griffin, the heirs of Robert Gilchrist, and 
Aaron Barlow and wife;’’ from which it will be 
seen that these private claims cover all the land 
described in the report of the register and receiver 
as nine hundred and sixty arpents, situate and 
lying in township one and two south, of range 
two east, on the east bank of the Mobile river, 








| and the east branch of the same, usually calied 


| 


| 


the Tensaw river, and bounded by the Bayou 
Pascual and the land claimed by Strahan. 
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From this it would seem that the Government 
has sold and received pay for the lands. By testi- 
mony taken, it appears altogether sookatle that 
other persons are, and for many years have been, 
in the possession of these lands, under adverse 
paramount titles; or, at any rate, that the heirs 
of Turvin have not been in possession of any 
portion thereof for the last twenty-five or thirty 

ears. How they lost their possession, whether 
> sale or voluntary abandonment, or a legal evic- 
tion, does not appear. 

The Committee of Claims report that an amend- 
ment be offered to the bill permitting the lands to 
be located on lands subject to private entry at 

1 25 per acre. 

The amendment was agreed to. . 

The bill, as amended, was laid aside to be 
reported to the House, with a recommendation 
that it do pass. 


DR. FERDINAND O. MILLER. 


A bill (H. R. No. 480) for the relief of Ferdi- 
nand O. Miller. 

The bill authorizes and requires the proper ac- 
counting officers of the Treasury to audit and 
settle the account of Dr. Ferdinand O. Miller, and 
allow him the pay of an assistant surgeon in the 
Army from July 6, 1846, to February 28, 1847, 
both days inclusive, in full for his services as sur- 
geon and assistant surgeon during the late war 
with Mexico, deducting therefrom the amount 
paid Dr. Miller as a private soldier during the 
same specified time. 

The evidence shows that Doctor Miller engaged 
as a private soldier tn the service of the United 
States during the war with Mexico, but was af- 
terwards detailed by the colonel of his regiment 
to discharge the duties of surgeon and assistant 
surgeon, which he did discharge from the 6th day 
of July, 1846, to the 28th day of February, fol- 
lowing, both days inclusive. The proof shows 
that this service was absolutely necessary to be 
performed by some surgeon to be appointed at the 
time, owing to the sickness and absence of the 
assistant surgeon, and, for a ime, the necessary 
absence of the surgeon of the regiment. 

The bill was laid aside, to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 


DINAH MINIS, 


A bill (H. R. No. 481) for the relief of Dinah 
Minis. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Treasury 
to pay to Dinah Minis, or her legal representa- 
tives, out of any money in the Treasury not other 
wise appropriated, the sums due on loan-office cer- 
tificates —No. 93, for $37 272; No. 94, for $74 554; 
and No. 104, for $81 66; all dated August 19, 
1791, and signed by Richard Wylly, commis- 
sioner of loans—on the surrender of the original 
certificates at the Treasury Department. 

The petitioner predicates her claim upon the 
three following certificates, to wit: 


No. 93. } Unrrep States Loan Orrice, 
Strate or Grorota, August 19, 1791. 
Be it known, that there is due from the United States of 
Awerica, unto Mr. George Whitefield, of the State of South 
Carolina, or his assigns, the sum of $37 27 XY bearing interest 
at six per cent. per annum from the Ist day of January, 1801, 
inclusively, payable quarter yearly, and subject to redemp 
tion by payments not exceeding in one year, on account of 
both principal and interest, the proportion of eight doliars 
upon a hundred of the stock bearing interest at six per ceat., 
created by virtue of an act making provision for the debt of 


the United States, passed on the 4th day of August, 1790, || 


which debt is recorded in this office, and is transferable only 

by appearance in person or by attorney at the proper office, 

according to the rules and forms instituted for that purpose. 
RICH'’D WYLLY, 

$37 27%. Commissioner of Loans. 


No, %4.] 


Unttrep States Loan Orrice, 

Strate oF GeorGia, August 19, 1791. 

Be it known, that there is due from the United States of 
America unto Mr. George Whitefield, of the State of South 
Carolina, or his assigns, the sum of $74 55}, bearing inter- 
est Gt Six per cent. per annum from the Ist day of January, 
1791, inclusively, payable quarter yearly, and subject to 
redemption by payments not exceeding in one year, on ac- 
count both of principal and interest, the proportion of eight 


dollars upon a hundred of the stock bearing interest at six || 


per cent., created by virtue of an act making provision for 
the debt of the United States, passed on the 4th day of 
August, 1790, which debt is recorded in this office, and is 
transferable only by appearance in person or by attorney, 
at the proper oitice, according to the rules and forms insti- 
ene 35 that purpose. RICH’D WYLLY, 

‘ 


. Commissioner of Loans. || 


— 


No. 104.) Unrrep Srares Loan Orrice 
Stare or Grorei, 2 19, i791. 
Be it known, that there is dae from the nited States of 
America ento Mr. George Whitefield, of the State of South 


fy 
at three per cent. per annum, from the Ist day of January, 
1791, inclusively, payable quarter yearly, and subject to re- 
demption by the payment of said sam, whenever provision 
shall be made therefor by law, which debt is recorded in 
this office, and is transferable only by appearance in person, 

or by attorney, at the proper office, according to the rules 
| and forms instituted for that purpose. 

rRicw’D WYLLY, 








$81 65. 


ury show that these several certificates constitute 
valid claims against the United States in favor of 
George Whitefield, or his legal representatives or 
attorney. 

It is alleged that Isaac Minis is now dead, and 
that the petitiener is his widow; it might be 
enough to place her claim upon the blank in- 
dorsement appearing upon the certificates, by 
analogy to the rules governing commercial paper. 
But this is strengthened to such a degree by the 
other facts in the case as to leave scarcely a doubt 
that the certificates are just and in good faith the 
property of the petitioner, although their form is 
such that, by the rules of the Treasury Depart- 
ment, the amounts due upon them cannot be paid 
to her. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with the recommendation that it do pass. 


ALONZO AND ELBRIDGE G. COLBY. 


A bill (H. R. No. 486) for the relief of Alonzo 
and Elbridge G. Colby. 

The bill appropriates $2,502 11 to Alonzo Colby 
and Elbridge G. Colby, of Buckport, in Maine, 
that sum being the balance due them on their con- 
tract with the United States, dated July 24, 1855, 
for constructing a breakwater at Owl’s Head har- 
bor, Penobscot river, Maine. 


The report states that the justice of the claim | 


is fully established by letters transmitted from 
the War Department. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with the recommendation that it do pass. 


LAND OFFICE CLERKS IN OREGON. 


A bill (H.. R. No. 169) making an appropria- 
tion for the payment of clerks employed in the 
offices of the registers of the land offices at Oregon 
City and Winchester, in the Territory of Oregon. 

The billappropriates $7,000, or so much thereof 
as may be necessary, to enable the Secretary of 
the Interior to reimburse the registers of the land 
offices at Oregon City and Winchester, in the Ter- 
ritory of Oregon, for expenses incurred by them 
in the employment of clerks actually required for 
the transaction of the business of their respective 
offices, growing out of an act entitled ** An act to 
create the office of surveyor general of the public 
lands in Oregon, and to provide for the survey 
and to make donations to settlers of the said public 
lands,’’ approved September 27, 1850. 

The report states that by the act of Congress 
of 27th of September, 1850, ‘* establishing the 
office of surveyor general of the Territory of Ore- 


| gon, and for other purposes,’’ donations of land 


| 
| 


were offered to persons then residing in Oregon, 
or who might emigrate thereto within a certain 
veriod, being citizens of the United States, or 
Rosine filed their declarations to become citizens, 
upon condition of occupying for four years and 
making certain improvements, with one half of 
_ the land to their wives, if they were married, and 
survivorship to their children, in case of death. 
Under this act the duties growing out of the 
making entries of locations and proving up claims 
were devolved on the surveyor general. By the 


Commissioner of Loans. | 


Letters on file from the Registers of the Treas- | 
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| Carolina, or his assigns, the sum of $81 65, bearing interest | additional services of that kind as mae he re. 


| 
i 
| 


j 








ss 


. 
ere. In the case of the land officers of Oregon 
there is no fund of either kind: and yet the eleri. 
cal duties arising under the donaticn and reémp- 
tion acts formed a very important branch of the 
business of the officers from the time of their a 
pointment. Since the year 1854, the term of oc. 
cupation required by the donation act expired jn 
a vast number of cases, and it was every way de. 
sirable and important to the United States, to the 
Territory, and to the settlers, that they should be 
able to make their proofs, obtain their certificates 
and otherwise perfect their titles. To accomplish 
these objects without delay, and prevent the busi. 
ness of the office from falling into arrears and dis. 
order, clerical aid was absolutely indispensable, 
The registers were therefore compelled to employ 
clerical aid, relying upon the justice of Congress 
upon full view of the facts, to reimburse the ex. 
pense thus incurred. The Commissioner of the 
General Land Office estimates the sum required at 
$6,405, but suggests, by way of precaution, that 
the sum of $7,000 be appropriated. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it do pass, 


ISAAC BODY AND SAMUEL FLEMING. 


A bill (H. R. No. 490) for the relief of Isaac 
Body and Samuel Fleming. 

The bill allows Isaac Body to enter, at the land 
office at Springfield, Lilinois, at the minimum price, 
at any time within one year after the date of this 
act, the southeast quarter of section nineteen of 
township twenty-six north, of range tweive west; 


/and that Samuel Fleming be allowed to enter, 


at the same land office, and on the same terms 
and conditions, the northwest quarter of section 
twenty, township twenty-six north, range twelve 
west; provided, however, that this act shall only 


| operate as a relinquishment of title on the partof 
| the United States. 


The petitions and affidavits presented in this 
case establish the following facts: Isaac Body and 
Samuel Fleming, about the year 1842, settled, 
each for himself, upon certain quarter sections of 
land in Illinois; that they have continued to re- 
side, and have made considerable improvements, 
thereon up to the present time; that the lands so 
settled upon by them were selected by Illinois, 
under the act of Congress approved September 4, 
184]; but for some reason such selections were 
not approved by the General Land Office, and 


| were rejected; that such rejection, although noti- 


fied to the State, were not notified to the local land 
office, and in consequence Body and Fleming have 
been, and still are, unable to procure titles to their 


| farms, either from the United States or Illinois. 
| It appears that they have often applied, at both 
the United States and State land offices, to pay 


act of 17th of July, 1854, the preémption act of | 


September 4, 1841, was extended to the Territory 

of Oregon, By the same act land offices were es- 
| tablished, and registers and receivers appointed in 
said Territory. This act devolved on these officers 
theduties prescribed forsuch officers in other land 
districts, including the duties before assigned to 
| the surveyor general, growing out of donation 
| claims. It fixed their compensation at $2,500each, 
with office rent, and expressly prohibited their 
| receiving fees or any other emoluments. 
| In other land districts, registers and receivers 
are compensated in part by salary and in part by 
commission on the amount of sales of public 
lands, limited to a maximum of $3,000 per an- 
num. They are also allowed fees for entries 
_ made on bounty land warrants. Clerk hire is al- 
_ lowed to some exient, and the commissions and 


| 


their moneys and procure titles; but each dis- 
claiming the right to sell them, have failed to at- 
tain their object, and now ask Congress for relief. 
The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 


ROBERT H. MORRIS. 


A bill (A. R. No. 491) for the relief of the legal 
representatives of Robert H. Morris, late post- 
master of the city of New York. [Objected to by 
Mr. Jones, of Tennessee. ] 


HENRY ORNDORF. 


A joint resolution (H. R. No. 24) for the relief 
of Henry Orndorf. 

The resolution authorizes and instructs the 
Postmaster General to revise and readjust the ac- 
count of the Department with Henry Orndorf, for 
mail service on route No. 9157, from Zanesville 
to Columbus, Ohio, and to allow him full pay for 
the service, the same as if his bid had been for 
service six times a week, as required by the ad- 
vertisement, instead of daily service. 

From the report it appears that George Man- 
ville contracted to carry the United States mail 
from Zanesville to Columbus, Ohio, (being route 
No. 9157,) daily, from July 1, 1856, to June 30, 
1860. The mail was carried six times a week, 
and a deduction was made by the Department for 
deficiency of service, the Sassabenent insisting 
that the word daily, in the contract, required ser- 
vice seven days each week. The contractor, 0" 
the other hand, alleged that Sunday service was 
not wanted, and that his intention, when be made 
his bid, was for service six times a week. The 


| fees furnish a sum, perhaps, sufficient for such | Department did not allege that Sunday service 
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